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Moose Mountain Pro Rodeo July 24 and 25 ¢ Free Blake Berglund Concert at Moosomin Lake July 31
Spy Hill Sports Days August 14 and 15

Summer of events after Saskatchewan reopening

By SPENCER KEMP

LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It didn’t take long for the celebrations
to begin after Saskatchewan lifted Cov-
id-19 restrictions July 11. Moosomin held
a downtown block party with a free con-
cert by the Back 40 Drifters Sunday, July
11, and followed it up with the Reopening
Celebration Saturday, July 17.

Multiple events are coming up over the
next several weeks, including the Moose
Mountain Pro Rodeo July 24 and 25, a free
concert by singer-songwriter Blake Ber-
glund at Moosomin Lake Saturday, July
31 during the August long weekend, and
the Spy Hill Sports Days is a go with a full
rodeo on August 14 and 15.

Moose Mountain pro Rodeo

back after a year off

Jill Lowe of the Moose Mountain Pro
Rodeo said the group is happy to be back
with a rodeo after cancelling the event in
2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions.

“We have decided to go ahead with a
full-fledged pro rodeo,” she said. “This
will be our 88th annual Moose Mountain
Pro Rodeo and it will take place on July 24
and 25,” said Lowe.

Earlier in the year, there were concerns
regarding international riders from the
USA, New Zealand, and Australia being
able to participate in Canadian rodeos.
But with the Calgary Stampede opening

Kassie’s Jewelry
& Giftware

630 Main St. | Moosomin, SK

306.435.2977

www.kassiesjewelry.com

on July 9 and running until July 18, the
Canadian Professional Rodeo Association
(CPRA) is working to bring international
riders to Canada.

Lowe says that because of this, there is
a good chance that the Moose Mountain
Pro Rodeo will see rodeo competitors from
around the world.

Because the Moose Mountain Pro Rodeo

takes place a week after the Calgary Stam-
pede, Lowe says the Moose Mountain Ro-
deo sees many of the same competitors,
but in Kennedy, the spectators get to see
those competitors and the action right up
close.

“We always follow the Calgary Stam-
pede so quite often those riders will come
to Kennedy. So in the Calgary Stampede,

The Back 40 Drifters played for a Reopening Celebration Block Party
in Moosomin July 11 that attracted hundreds of people. More events
are coming up as Saskatchewan celebrates a reopening summer.

you see the action from the grandstand,
which is a ways away, but in Kennedy, you
see it right up close,” Lowe said.

Financially, Lowe says the rodeo com-
mittee is expecting fewer sponsorships
but thanks those who are working hard to
bring the rodeo back to Kennedy.

“We couldn’t run our rodeo without the
help of our committee members. We also
rely a lot on our sponsorships and we real-
ize that this year a lot of businesses have
had a difficult year with Covid. We're
still hoping that the sponsors will come
out and help us financially get this off the
ground and of course, we couldn’t have
this without our volunteers.

“Our sponsorships will most likely be
lower this year but we still hope that peo-
ple give whatever they can give. We will
gladly make use of it and do as much as
we can in return for exposure for the busi-
nesses.”

Blake Berglund concert
planned for August long

at Moosomin Lake
Plans for the August long weekend at
Moosomin Regional Park are still coming
together, but Karen Hebert says that there
are plans for both a beer garden and a free
concert on Saturday, July 31, on what was
traditionally the fireworks weekend at the
lake.
Continued on page 4 v=
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Blaze _- King Wood Stoves

www.blazeking.com

Pre-Book Early to avoid Shortage Problems
WETT Inspection, Chimney Sweep & Installation Available

Princess MSRP: $4,394.95 Sirocco MSRP: $4,133.56

S.PE32
Legs, Door & Fan Kit

*3,499%

MSRP: $4,548.89

*3,599%

Princess
S.PE32

Pedestal, Door & Fan Kit

Chinook MSRP: $4,610.40
s.cF:aIE::i(t).z S 3, 59999
Chinook MSRP: $3,904.06
s.cF:aIE%(tJ.z S 3’09999
Sirocco MSRP: $3,889.90
30.2

*2,999%

Legs, Door & Fan Kit

30.2

Pedestal, Door & Fan Kit

*3,299%

MSRP: $3,276.55

*2,599%

MSRP: $3,520.21

*2,799%

MSRP: $4,854.71

*3,499%

MSRP: $5,312.22

*3,999%

Sirocco

20.2
Legs, Door & Fan Kit

Sirocco

20.2
Pedestal, Door & Fan Kit

Ashford 30.2

(Black)
Fan Kit

Ashford 30.2

(Chestnut)
Fan Kit

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF CURRENT STOCK IS DEPLETED

Glasser’s TV Service

Moosomin, SK | (306) 435-3040 | www.glasserstv.com | www.facebook.com/glasserstv
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Patricia Ballantyne’s Walk of Sorrow stops

in Moosomin;

After hearing about the unmarked graves at
the residential school in Kamloops, B.C., Patri-
cia Ballantyne from Prince Albert decided to
walk from PA to Ottawa on a journey of healing.

Ballantyne, who is a residential school survi-
vor, set out on the journey alone initially, but
was joined by others—family members, friends,
supporters and other survivors—as her walk
progressed.

Ballantyne was in Moosomin on Saturday,
June 19 and spoke with the World-Spectator be-
fore continuing on her walk to Virden. Ballan-
tyne is hoping to reach Ottawa in August and
speak with politicians there about current-day
childcare policies.

Following are her comments on the morning
of June 19 in Moosomin:

How did you come up with the idea to
do this?

It was just a spur of the moment thing.
After the news with the Kamloops Resi-
dential school, it re-triggered my trauma. It
brought up everything about my childhood
and I started thinking about all the little
children and those poor babies and how we
couldn’t protect ourselves.

And then I started thinking about the
parents, what the government must have
said or what the schools must have said
to them or even if they were told or if they
ever knew.

It just got too much for me over that
weekend. It took a couple days for it to all
just soak in, and it just got too much for me.
I was having a hard time sleeping, and I
thought I'm going to take a walk, and that

helped. So I ﬁlought I need to take a walk.
It was healing, it was therapeutic for me to
walk, when I went for a walk. So I thought
well I'm goinﬁ to take a walk. I've got to
heal myself. This is something I need to do.

So I just decided. The best thing I could
do for our people is to make it known, and I
thought I'll do a walk. I didn’t know about
the name right away. I said I'm going to
do a walk for my people to help them start
their healing, bring tI}:e message out there
that we need to get together, come together
and start healing.

And then the name came to me, and I
thought we’ll do the walk of sorrow. I'll call
it the Walk of Sorrow. It was just by myself,
it wasn’t with anyone else or planning with
anybody. I was just by myself and that was
how it was going to go.

My common-law, he knows he can’t stop
me once I set my mind to something. He
asks “where are you going?” And I said
well I'm going by myself. I'm going to stop
in PA. I got mK little bit of clothes, grabbed
my supplies that I need. I have my tent to
carry, and my blankets, and it’s not going
to be cold. He goes “Well are you going
alone?” And I said “Well yeah. Why not? I
just need to do something,” I told him, so I
just left.

I posted it and let my friends know and
one friend shared it saying “This is what my
friend’s going to do. She’s going to walk to
Ottawa and hopefully bring light to this
residential school and how it really is, how
it really was and she’s going to be walking
for those little ones.”

So she put it out there and then my niece
Sasha inboxed me and said “Are you seri-
ous aunty? Are Kou really going to do this?”
And I said yeah. “Are you alone?” And I
said yeah. “Well not anymore, I'm going to
go with you. I'll go meet you in PA.” And I
said “Okay!” And then the night before, at
11 that night, I’had all my things ready to go
because I was going to leave that night to go
stay in PA. And my step-daughter contacts
me and says “Is this like a for real thing?
You're gomg to take off?” I said yeah. And
she goes “Well, who are Kou going with?” I
said “So far my niece Sasha. Me and Sasha.”
She goes “Well I think I need to do some-
thing for myself too.” Because she’s part of
the system too and grew up in the system.
So she goes “Is it okay if I come take a walk
with you, I need to do some healing too.”
And I said yes!

So there were three of us and then my
friend from up north come down and she
said “You're really doing this? I thought I'd
check it out and see if you're really here.”
She showed up and she walked with us
too, but a family emergency had to turn her
back.

After that there was an elder that came
and saw me in PA. I guess he heard about it
through Facebook. And he said “Before this
even happened we knew somebody was

Patnma Ballantyne, third from Ieft anng W|th supporters
family members and walkers during their stop in Moosomin.

going to walk to Ottawa but we just didn’t
know who. When my daughter told me
about you I had to come pray for you and
pray with you, smudge, and do the whole
ceremonial thing.”

So we did that and it just felt great that
I was getting support tﬂlat I wasn’t even
looking for, and from there it just took off
and along the way we’ve been picking up
people. There’s me and my step-daughter
and my nephew. My nephew and my step-
daughter are from Montreal Lake. Me and
my niece are from Deschambault Lake. My
driver, the first one that joined us was Betty,
she’s from Muskoday. Then we picked up
Charlene in Regina. And then when we
came this way to Carry the Kettle, our elder
joined us.

Yesterday a new guy with a red vehicle
joined us halfway here. He was heading to
Yorkton and he saw us and turned around
and came with us. So along the way they're
starting to join. But you know what still sur-
prises me—and it's such a good surprise—
that as soon as I started walking people were
stopping and walking with us. As soon as
I left PA, they were giving us water, food,
whatever we needed. Because all I came with
was my backpack and mK tent and my boy-
friend was following behind me, but once
we got to Regina, he thought “You have a
good crowd, you've got good support, I can
leave you here and go back to work now.”
Because he wasn’t going to leave me alone
on the highway.

Every First Nations community we've
passed from PA, they all come out and show
their support and they walk with us to a cer-
tain point. And then the next reserve does
that, and then wherever we end up that eve-
ning is where they pull us in and say “You
can come stay at our Rec Centre or you can
have this cabin here for the night.”

Along the way we’ve had a lot of support,
tremendous. The elders come out and tﬁe ‘re
the ones that always tell us the Creator tells
us that you are coming. They pull us into
the elder circle and they talk to us, mentor
us and tell us “We knew you were coming.”
And theyre able to open up. It's shocking. A
lot of their kids say it's shocking to hear that.
My mom never talks about things like that.
My dad never says things like that. You're
doing something.

So seeing you is encouraging them to
open up?

Yes. And with that, little by little I get
strength to share more and more of my story.

It’s not always the same story. There are
different things that happened throughout
the years and it was horrible. For years I had
kept it down inside and didn’t think about
and I didn’t think it affected me, but now
that I think about it, it affected my life tre-
mendously by even not talking about it, not
letting my kids know what happened.

I thought not ’talkmg about it, it’s goin, to
go away. That it won’t bother me and t
wasn't the case. Over the years I'd have these
anger bursts. I'd talk to my sister, she’s the

only one I could talk to. We’d go for rides
and I'd tell her a little bit, a little bit each
time. I'd always say “how do I get rid of this,
how can I let this go?” And I couldn’t over
the years and that took me downhill for a
while in my life where I was stuck in alco-
holism for a couple years that I couldn’t get
out of, depression, anxiety. I still continue to
have anxiety, I wake up in a panic.

I thought this is what I need to do. I have
to start letting go and opening up. I find
it’s getting easier and easier for me to start
talking. It still angers me. I ask myself why.
They took my statement and RCMP were in-
volved but they never charged anyone. And

Ballantyne shares her story

10 years later after I left the res they came
back to me and did the same investigation
and they still never did anything.

Today, too, I still ask why was nobody
charged? You guys obviously knew what
was going on, so why wasn't anyone
charged? How come there isn’t a list of those
abusers out there? Why do they get to live
happy and free without consequence for
what they did to our people?

I want our people to start healing together
and that’s what I see is that they’re starting
to open up. Hopefully we get answers by the
time we get there. I just want to know. I want
to Minister Bennett too about childcare poli-
cies that haven’t changed over the years. Still
those same provincial policies come onto our
reserves and we have to follow their policies
to a tee, otherwise they don’t get the funding.
Because they have to have their reports and
proposals written a certain way. Parents have
to do certain things even though it’s not part
of their culture or religion, they have to do
those programs, and elders, if we use elders
it's out of our own pockets. They don’t do
honorariums or anything. So it’s tﬁe funding
that needs to change where we're allowed to
be able control our own programs, our own
and make our own child family programs to
fit the culture of that community, because ev-
ery community is different in the way they
do things, the way they talk to the youth, the
way parents are taught to be parents.

We need to get that back because today’s
parents really don’t know how to be parents
because their parents didn’t know Eow to
be parents. It was hard for me. When I first
had my kid, it was hard for me to show love,
compassion and caring because I never had
that. I was in the residential school from four
years old until I was 15 and I never had that
connection with anybody, like my parents. It
wasn’t until 10 years ago I started having a
relationship with my foster mom. Being so
angry and feeling misplaced all those years, I
wasn't able to trust her. I always blamed her.
Why did you send me? Why did you let me
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PHARMASAVE

Wellness & Mobility Centre

624 Main Street - Moosomin, SK - 306-435-4330

TRILLIUM Series
The most comfortable walker
on the market today.

Each walker features a new
padded seat cushion and

wide back strap to enable
users to sit in comfort and °
walk in style.

All-new braking system

allows for effortless handle eli

height adjustment and
easy maintenance.
Centre-folding: allows for
easy transportation in your
car or SUV.

Three sizes available:
Regular, Tall and Mini.
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reimbursement of
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$449 - $465
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Summer of events after Saskatchewan reopening

w Continued from front

“So what we have planned that's se-
curely committed right now is Blake Ber-
glund is coming to perform on Saturday
night and we will have a beer garden
there also. We're trying to come up with
some other ideas, but that’s what we have
confirmed at this point,” said Hebert.

There will be no cost for the concert.

“We appreciate the park traffic we have
had through Covid and we would like to
thank all of the people who have sup-
ported our park,” said Hebert.

Spy Hill Sports Days

planning plenty of activities
The Spy Hill Community Club is ex-
cited to hold its annual Spy Hill Sports

(]
aryl Harrison |
Member of the Legislative Assembly

Cannington Constituency

1-833-670-4400

306-443-4400

CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net
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Moose Mountain Pro Rodeo July 24 and 25
Free Blake Berglund Concert at Moosomin Lake July 31 ¢ Spy Hill Sports Days August 14 and 15

Days in August.

President of the Spy Hill Community
Club Jeff Odgers says that the club has
planned a variety of events.

“We are going to go ahead with the
Sports Days rodeo on August 14 and 15.
We're going to have a slow-pitch tourna-
ment, a tractor pull, a kids rodeo, and
team roping,” Odgers said.

He says that he is currently looking
for sponsorship for the event, but under-
stands that many businesses have suf-
fered through the pandemic.

“We were very nervous asking for
sponsorship with all the uncertainty, but
now as we get closer it looks more like
it’s going to come. It's %1 ing to be more
challenging but we are hoping to secure

220 Centre Street / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK / SOC 0BO
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Get your PROPERTY
looking GREAT!
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Your Property Job!
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There will be a free concert featuring singer-songwriter Blake Ber-
glund, originally from Kennedy, on Saturday, July 31 at Moosomin Re-

gional Park.

some sponsorship.”

One thing that will not happen at the
Spy Hill Sports Days this year is the
Chariot and Chuckwagon Races. Because
many of the competitors come from
Manitoba and Manitoba is still under
some Covid-19 restrictions, there will be
no Chariot and Chuckwagon Races.

“We're going to have a kids rodeo,
team roping, a tractor pull, a slow pitch
tournament. That will be enough to draw

in people to make it count,” says Odgers.

Odgers says he is looking forward to
the return of the annual Spy Hill Sports
Days.

“We're really excited with the com-
munity to get going. This is one of the
longest-running sports days and rodeos
in all of Saskatchewan and we’re excited
to keep this going and be a part of it.”

Slow Pitch is currently open for regis-
tration. To register, call (306) 743 7456.

Asphalt Maintenance will save you MONEY
by Adding Years to the Life of Your Pavement!

306-271-0808 |

Rykr Cole: 306-434-9191

info@actionasphaltsk.com |

Moosomin, SK

www.actionasphaltsk.com

b,

Protect Your Asphalt Investment & Avoid Expensive Repairs!
SERVING MOOSOMIN, BRANDON, YORKTON, ESTEVAN & AREA
Seal Coating
Line Striping
Curb Painting
Crack Filling
Pot Hole Repair

Infrared Repair
Asphalt Projects

Sports & Other Surfaces
Power Sweeping & Cleaning

Power Washing

Increase the Aesthetic Value of Your Property! Don’t Let Proper Maintenance Fall Through the CRACKS!
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Sask opens up, all Covid restrictions removed:
Re-Opening Saskatchewan Step Three guidance

Over 71 per cent of Saskatchewan residents have received
their first dose of Covid-19 vaccine, and over 50 per cent
are fully immunized. With increasing community protection
against Covid-19, Saskatchewan has moved to Step Three of
the Re-Opening Roadmap, which started on Sunday, July 11
when all public health orders were be removed.

This includes the removal of the province-wide manda-
tory masking order and the removal of limits on events and
gathering sizes.

MaskING

As of July 11, the public health order requiring masking
in indoor spaces ended, but masking will continue to be an
option for all residents who wish to do so. Unvaccinated or
partially vaccinated people should still consider masking.

1t is the choice of an individual business or facility to
implement their own masking policy. If you enter a facil-
ity that requires a mask, patrons must respect the decision
of the business and either comply or choose not to visit the
establishment.

BusINEsses, WORKPLACES AND SCHOOLS

Policies regarding safe businesses and workplaces are
determined by individual Occupational Health and Safety
plans. Endemic Covid-19 transmission should be consid-
ered as part of these plans. Communicate those plans with
staff and/or clients to ensure that all are familiar with the
policies in place.

Additional information for businesses and workplaces is
available at www.saskatchewan.ca/ step-3-business-work-
ers-faq

Prekindergarten to Grade 12 schools will return to regu-
lar operations for the 2021-22 school year and licensed child
care facilities can return to regular pre-pandemic operations
as of July 11.

FAMILY VISITATION IN LONG-TERM,
PERSONAL CARE HOMES AND ACUTE CARE SETTINGS

As of July 11, long-term care homes and personal care
homes may allow an unlimited number of visitors and fam-
ily members for their residents, subject to scheduling limita-
tions in a home.

Visitors and families will be screened for symptoms of
Covid-19 and will be offered rapid antigen testing in SHA
facilities. Visitors and families are strongly encouraged to
continue to wear masks during visits and to maintain physi-
cal distance, especially if not fully vaccinated. Staff will con-
tinue to take recommended precautions to protect residents
including staff masking, screening, rapid testing and use of
personal protective equipment.

p—

While masks are no longer required in Saskatchewan (unless specified by individual businesses
or facilities), they will still be required for all patients and visitors to Saskatchewan’s acute health
care facilities, such as the South East Integrated Care Centre in Moosomin, above. Masks are not
required in long-term care facilities and personal care homes, however they are recommended.

More information on family visitation to care home set-
tings is available at www.saskatchewan.ca/covid-care-
home-visitation-guide

Masking and screening will still be required for all pa-
tients and visitors to Saskatchewan’s acute care health facili-
ties. All measures regarding screening for Covid-19, includ-
ing screening for symptoms and masking will continue at all
Saskatchewan Cancer Agency facilities until further notice.

CHILDREN UNDER 12, AND THOSE
WHO CANNOT BE VACCINATED FOR MEDICAL REASONS

At this point in time, there are no Covid-19 vaccines ap-
proved for children under 12. All residents 12 and up are
encouraged to be fully vaccinated to afford these groups the
best circle of protection possible.

Children can contract, transmit and become ill with Co-
vid-19, though the risk for serious health outcomes is lower
than older populations. If you are fully vaccinated, all activi-
ties with children will be considered lower risk.

While very few people have any contraindications to vac-
cination, there is a small population who may not mount an
effective immune response after a complete vaccine series
(e.g. some severely immunocompromised individuals). If
you are a close contact of a person who cannot receive the
vaccine due to health reasons, fully vaccinated individuals
are asked to respect that person’s personal preferences for
any additional preventative measures.

LiviNG witH CovID-19 MEANS BEING COVID-19 AWARE

While the public health order will no longer be in place,
Covid-19 will continue to circulate, particularly among un-
vaccinated populations. Being fully vaccinated is the best
protection against Covid-19 and all residents will continue
to be offered first and second doses through pharmacies and
Saskatchewan Health Authority clinics.

As the province continues to offer vaccinations, all resi-
dents should continue to self-monitor for symptoms. Stay
home if you are sick and seek a Covid-19 test. Information
on Covid-19 symptoms and testing is available at www.sas-
katchewan.ca/ covid19-testing

All public health agencies respond to localized outbreaks
of transmittable diseases like influenza during the course of
a year. Public health will continue monitoring and respond
to localized Covid-19 outbreaks.

Covid-19 testing will still be available. Testing locations
and hours may depend on local rates of transmission and
demand.

Contact tracing is a common practice for disease investi-
gation and will continue for Covid-19.

Cases and close contacts who are not fully immunized
may be advised to isolate by public health officials. Indi-
viduals should follow all advice provided by public health
officials.

WE BUILD QUALITY RTM HOMES

’ I
IT’S STILL A GOOD TIME TO BUILD! A

Take advantage of sales tax rebates and low interest rates gressive

1726 SQ. FT. THE SAWYER RTM HOME PLAN o warsansy

- RN

Tyveh, Tywek  Tywek

GREAT ROOM H DEGROOM BEDACOM
Wy | e wear |

DINING.
rtrd

T MASTER BEDROOM
Lty ey

Plan maybe not exactly ﬂssimwn” e A “‘I

MAIN FLOOR PLAN - 1726 Q. FT

We can also supply your foundation requirements and look
after all your on-site needs to make this a turn key project.

HIGHWAY 9, SOUTH YORKTON, SK

306-786-2007

IntegrityBuildersLtd@sasktel.net
IntegrityBuildersYorkton.com

Canadian Greener Homes Grant

Sign up for the Canadian Greener Homes Grant. You can get up
to $5,000 back on your solar installation for
both on or off the grid projects and battery back-ups!

Learn more at www.evolvegreen.ca

1-866-5-EVOLVE

Serving Manitoba for 13 years

Experts in solar integration
and storage

EvolveGreen.CA
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SANCTIONED BY THE CPRA/PRCA/WPRA

88th Annual
Moose Mountain

Pro
odeo

Kennedy, SK

FOOD BOOTH | BEER GARDENS DEMOLITION DERBY

July 24 & 25, 2021

Friday, July 23, 5 pm: Rodeo Slack

ADMISSION SATURDAY, JULY 24

: 12 pm: Parade on Main St.
Adults: $20 Demolition Derby following parade

17& Under: $10 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.: Trade Show
: Call Jill Lowe to book a spot: 306-736-8967
Pre-School: FREE : 5 pm: Rodeo Grand Entry
Weekend Family Pass: $85 Wild Pony Races after rodeo
Includes 2 Adults & Children Beer Gardens with Entertainment after rodeo

ATM ON-SITE SUNDAY, JULY 25

e eneeeneeenneeaseenseanseenseenseaaseanssenseanseanneanneans . 9am - 12 p.m. Pancake Breakfast at the Friendship Centre

Camping on Rodeo Grounds available 9:30 am: Cowboy Church Service at Rodeo Grounds
on a first-come, first-serve basis! 2 pm: Rodeo Grand Entry

Contact Jill Lowe for more information: o .
306-736-8967 or e-mail j.dorrance@sasktel.net Demolition Derby & Wild Pony Races after rodeo

Beer Gardens Proudly presented by
620(.’KRM The Source

For more information contact Curtis Smyth (President): 780-991-3112  [ckiim
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The Red Lily Wind Farm just west of Moosomin. A new wind project is planned for the Kipling area, the Bekevar Wind Project,
which will generate 200 megawatts of electricity, enough to provide power to 100,000 homes.

RM of Hazelwood, RM of Kingsley, Cowessess First Nation

Bekevar Wind Project to generate 200 MW

BY SPENCER KEMP
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

SaskPower has awarded its next utility-scale wind facil-
ity to Renewable Energy Systems (RES) Canada and Awa-
sis Nehiyawewini Energy Development, a wholly owned
Cowessess First Nation entity.

Set to be constructed north of Moose Mountain Provin-
cial Park in the RM of Hazelwood, the RM of Kingsley
and on Cowessess First Nation reserve land, the Bekevar
Wind Energy Project will supply 200 megawatts (MW)
of zero-emissions power, enough to serve up to 100,000
homes.

“Reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50 per
cent below 2005 levels by 2030 is a priority for SaskPow-
er,” said Mike Marsh, SaskPower President and CEO. “In-
corporating wind power through projects such as Bekevar
is a crucial component of our strategy to make significant
reductions to emissions while ensuring SaskPower can
supply reliable, sustainable, and affordable power to our

800 FT.

LAZY CANAL RIDE

AMAZING
WATERSLIDES!

Planning to Ope

306-577-2343

Contact us for more information, reservations or group bookings!

customers.”

SaskPower selected RES and Awasis Nehiyawewini
Energy Development’s 1Iil)roject as part of an open com-
petition. Evaluation of the proposals included best-value
criteria such as energy price, environmental site charac-
teristics, Indigenous participation and community en-
gagement plans. Electricity generated at Bekevar will be
purchased by SaskPower at an industry leading rate over
the 25-year term of the agreement and sets a new low
benchmark price for renewable energy in Saskatchewan.

Construction on the project will begin in the summer
of 2022, and the facility is expected to be complete by the
end of 2023.

Saskatchewan currently has six wind facilities produc-
ing a total of 241 MW to tKe provincial grid. In addition to
Bekevar, three wind projects are currently under construc-
tion totaling 385 MW: Riverhurst Wind Project (10 MW),
Blue Hill near Herbert (175 MW), and Golden South near
Assiniboia (200 MW).

JUNE 30 - AUGUST 30
OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK!

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
Monday - Closed Tuesdays &
Wednesdays, weather permitting

SPECIAL EVENTS:

August Long Weekend:
Super Hero Invitational Cosplayers

August 14, 2021
Chaos in Kenosee!
Professional Live Wrestling Show

#9 Highway, Kenosee Lake, SK | www.kenoseesuperslides.com

RM of Hazelwood

welcomes wind farm

Reeve James Husband of the RM of Hazelwood says
the project will see wind turbines erected on the northern
side of the RM.

“The plan is, as far as I know, to erect some wind towers
in our municipality along Bekevar Road, which is along
the north end of the municipality,” he said.

Husband says the project will benefit the municipality
with tax revenue and local jobs.

“This is something that’s new to our municipality, but
what we do know is that there will be increased tax reve-
nue from wind turbines after the period of tax abatement,
which we as a council had granted the wind energy com-

pany.

Continued on Page 8 v=
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“l know it will save lives”: Dr. Erika Roets

MDHCEF pushing

y

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

The Moosomin and District Health Care
Foundation has written to Saskatchewan
Health Minister Paul Merriman asking
that the province fund a CT scanner for the
Southeast Integrated Care Centre in Moo-
somin.

Members of the Health Care Foundation
discussed the issue at their last meeting. Dr.
Erika Roets told the foundation that the lo-
cal physicians have been advocating for a
CT scanner for a decade.

MDHCEF chair Bill MacPherson said that
the foundation board has also been trying
to get a CT scanner for the last several years
and has not been successful.

“A frustrating part for the foundation is
that if we were told we could buy it we'd
have it here tomorrow,” said MacPherson.
“We could get the money if we need the
money because everyone here knows we
need it. But nobody seems to be listening
tous.”

Roets said a portable X-Ray machine pur-
chased for SEICC has saved lives and she
has no doubt a CT scanner would as well.

“I can’t tell you how valuable that piece
of machinery is. I cannot emphasize it
enough,” Roets told the foundation board
members. “It has truly saved lives. I'm not
a dramatic person, but it has saved lives.”

She said a CT scanner would be even
more useful and she has absolutely no
doubt that it would save lives. “There is no
doubt in my mind,”she said. “I know it will
save lives.

“We need a CT scanner to be able to diag-
nose a stroke or brain bleed or an aortic an-
eurysm. Riﬁht now if we think it’s a stroke
the patient has to go to Yorkton or Regina to
have it diagnosed, so we lose valuable time.
We're two hours from Regina, by the time
the patient’s here the golden hour’s over
and then we still need to STARS lift them
or ground transt]liort them to Saskatoon, so
another two or three hours. If we can diag-
nose them here, you would lift them rig}%t
away to Saskatoon and save time and make
a huge difference for people.”

“We wouldn't just use it for strokes. We
would also use it for serious motor vehicle
accidents, ATV rollovers, skidoo accidents
and accidents like that, horse accidents,
farm accidents, all those trauma cases that
we deal with here in Moosomin.

“And of course, other conditions, people
with complex abscesses in their stomachs
and appendicitis that doesn’t follow the

handbook and is not typical. You need
a CT-scan to know because nothing else
gives you that answer, a surgeon’s not go-
ing to touch them without a CT-scan. There
are so many conditions that it would help
diagnose.

“If you think about the amount of gas
and amount of EMS time we're wasting,
sending people for CT-scans, it's crazy. You
have the EMS personnel pick them up, take
them to Regina, wait half an hour, have the
CT-scan, wait another half an hour to watch
they don’t get a reaction, drive back. That's
five to six hours out of our EMS personnel’s
time. So there’s an ambulance out of town,
not available for anything else, because the
ambulance is out of town with a patient for
a CT-scan. So now you have another EMS
team that has to stand in. It has a ripple ef-
fect, it’s not just the scan, it is everything
else. If we have a CT scanner here we can
make decisions earlier and we can make
plans earlier.”

MacPherson said having a CT scanner
available in Moosomin would also take pa-
tient load off the cities. Roets agreed.

“Tt will save time, it will save lives and
it will save money,” said Roets. “And if
you think of the disability after a stroke,
the sooner you can dissolve that clot, the
sooner the brain gets oxygen and the less
damage there is long term. So we're not just
talking about that patient walking again,
talking again, but we're talking about them
not needing disability support from the

for CT scanner fo

government, being able to drive, being able
to stay and have a quality life. It’s not just
about being alive but quality of life too.
Post stroke patients are very difficult be-
cause it’s so unpredictable what will hap-
pen, how much damage there is. So money-
wise yes, it will be beneficial. Saving lives,
yes. And quality of life, 100 per cent.”

Roets said that more specialists could
provide services at SEICC if a CT scanner
is available.

The cost of a CT scanner and building
modifications to accommodate it would be
in the $1.5 million to $2.5 million range, the
foundation estimates.

“We're pretty well set up for it,” said
Roets. “ One of our radiographers actually
has CT training. If we do the same thing
that we do with the x-rays, they take the
images here and the physician’s here and
the specialist in Regina or Saskatoon can
see it, so we still have that second pair of
eyes looking at it.”

MacPherson said the CT scanner would
go hand in hand with improvements to
Moosomin’s airport, which will allow the
Saskatchewan Air Ambulance’s aircraft to
transport patients quickly between Mooso-
min and Saskatoon.

“Our perfect scenario would be to have
the grand opening of the airport and then
have everybody move to the hospital an
hour later and have the grand opening of
the CT-scanner,” said MacPherson.

“The two really go hand in hand. Then

r Moosomin

our world would be perfect, if we could
get those two things done. And there’s no
reason it can’t happen. But we need to hear
from the province on this.”

The following letter was sent by the foun-
dation to Health Minister Paul Merriman:

“We are contacting you on behalf of the
Moosomin and District Health Care Foun-
dation, representing fourteen communities
that support the efforts of the South East
Integrated Care Centre (SEICC).

“For many years the Foundation has
been informally lobbying the addition of a
Computerized Tomography (CT) Scanner
for the SEICC.

“First and foremost, we believe a CT
Scanner will improve the level of service to
emergency head trauma patients, who cur-
rently travel an hour and half to Yorkton,
or two and a quarter hours to Regina, to
receive their scan. As you are aware, stroke
protocol is extremely time sensitive and a
local CT Scan would save precious hours.
With the proposed new Moosomin airport,
the region will soon be able to accommo-
date Sask Air Ambulance Service (planes),
giving us direct access to the head trauma
centres in Saskatoon. This new airport,
coupled with a local CT Scanner, will work
together to speed up diagnosis—vastly
improving the prognosis for head trauma.
Simply: lives will be saved.

“The SEICC provides healthcare services
to communities within a 100 km radius.
Moosomin’s 100 km radius population is
55,000. This compares to Estevan’s 100 km
population of 45,000, and Melfort’s 100
km population of 19,500. Estevan has a CT
Scanner and Melfort is slated for one in the
2020-21 Health Budget, along with $28.5
million slated for capital equipment for
health facilities.

“Alocal CT Scanner will also reduce the
patient load in Yorkton and Regina, while
providing an economic payback to SHA
(reduced ambulance trips because negative
scan results can be identified before the trip
is made). Patient convenience is also an im-
portant consideration.

“In summary, based on population and
distance from existing CT Scanners, we be-
lieve that this equipment is warranted for
the SEICC and the entire area.

“The Foundation respectfully requests a
written response to this letter. We are confi-
dent that a CT Scanner is justified, but if the
Ministry decides otherwise, we would ap-
preciate understanding the issues at hand.

RM of Hazelwood, RM of Kingsley, Cowessess First Nation

Bekevar Wind Project to generate 200 MW

ww Continued from Page 7

“There is also the potential for local jobs and commu-
nity jobs. We are a rural municipality but if people live in
Kipling and work in the municipality, we consider that a
community benefit and a community job. We are hoping
that the wind energy company will hire as many local
contractors as possible. They have suggested that the,
will do that and we sincerely hope they follow throug|
with that. Other positive impacts are things like the sur-
face lease revenue.”

Husband notes that renewable energy has not been
something that council has pushed for in the past, but it
is something he feels will thrive in the municipality.

“Our municipality’s stance is that we want to be pro-
gressive and we want to invite businesses that can thrive
regardless of what sector they fall into,” he said.

“What is good for the community is good for us, it’s
what council is supposed to be looking after. If it is going

to be good for the community, council is all for it.”

So far the response from ratepayers has been positive
according to Husband, although he says there have been
some mixed reviews.

“As far as ratepayers, we've had some ratepayers
call us and encourage us to be co-operative and some
ratepayers have said that they’re not interested in it at
all. We've really had a mixed bag of opinions and ev-
erything in between. But as far as a general feeling for
it, I think that there’s some hesitation because it's new.
People don’t really know what it is going to do, but I
think for the most part ratepayers have been supportive
of it,” said Husband.

Power line work near Kipling

At the same time, SaskPower will be investing $272
million to replace and improve aging infrastructure, in-

cluding power lines, including a power line near Kipling.

SaskPower is rebuilding 60 km of distribution line in
the Kipling area.

“This project in the Kipling area is going to cost $1.9
million in total and the work just got underway on July
5,” said Joel Cherry of SaskPower.

“We're looking to have that work complete by October.
Once that work is done, customers in the area should no-
tice improved power reliability.

“In some cases when we're rebuilding these lines,
we're moving them from fields into road allowances
which is also beneficial for our rural customers because
it’s less likely to come into contact, and it’s safer as well
because you're not going to risk running into power
lines.

“It's a large, widespread effort we're undertaking this
year. This is just one example of it.”
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‘Putt for the Pool’ aims to raise S10k
for Rocanville Aquatic Centre

BY SPENCER KEMP
LocAL JoURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A golf tournament in Rocanville is being held in Au-
gust to raise funds to assist with repairs at the Rocanville
Aquatic Centre.

Putt for the Pool will be held on August 7 and is being
organized by 17-year-old Ava Reed, who has been work-
ing at the pool for four years.

Reed says that the Rocanville Aquatic Centre needs to
raise some funds toqualify for a federal grant.

“Putt for the Pool is a fundraiser I am organizing. It's a
golf tournament that will raise money for the Rocanville
Aquatic Centre, it’s been in rough shape for the past few
years. We just got a chance for a grant and we need to
raise around $4,500 to be able to qualify for the grant. So
we’re just fundraising to raise that money and I thought
a golf tournament was a fun idea and people like golf,”
Reed explained.

Reed has been reaching out to local businesses and
organizations in and around Rocanville inquiring about
sponsorships. She says that she hopes to cover the cost
of the golf course rental through sponsorships so that
the money raised from the tournament can go directly
towards much-needed repairs at the pool.

Sponsorships have opened on four levels, $100 for
Bronze, $250 for Silver, $500 for Gold, and $1,000 for
Platinum.

Reed says that she has already seen interest from golf-
ers and sponsors.

“We have to pay for the rental of the course and the
meals. I'm asking for sponsorships to hope that every-
thing can be covered and then all the money that we get
can go directly to the pool.”

In addition to the tournament, Reed says the Rocan-
ville Pool Fundraising Committee is holding a 50/50
that has seen some success.

She says that another will be held during the tourna-
ment as well.

“We already have a 50/50 mostly done, we just have a
couple more books to sell and then we're going to draw
that. Then we’re also hoping to do a 50/50 the day of
the tournament. So we want to have two 50/50 draws,”
Reed explained.

So far, Reed says there has been a lot of interest in the
Putt for the Pool golf tournament and 50/50 draw.

“Lots of Eeople have shown interest. The 50/50 was
pretty much gone in a week and we already have a few
teams registered, but it’s still pretty early with that.”

Above: Ava Reed is organizing a golf tourna-
ment to raise funds for the Rocanville pool.

While there is still some discussion about prizes, Reed
says that there will be plenty to compete for.

“We're still determining what exactly will be our priz-
es. We need to see how much money we'll be bringing in
to determine what goes to prizes. We have a few prizes
picked out already though. We're also doing a ‘longest
drive’ and ‘closest to the pin’ competition and we actu-
ally have a Samsung tablet as a prize for that. So we have

CONCRETE
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REPAIR | RESTORATION | SEALING _
marty@concreterestore.ca

306-645-27717 (orice)
306-435-0900 (cew
www.concreterestore.ca
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Steps @ Patios
Bin Foundations

Reaching 28,000 Households

some good stuff in there.”

Reed says that teams will be able to register up until
the day of the tournament on August 7, but encourages
pre-registration.

“We need to have our teams registered so the golf
course knows how much food to make for everything.
We're going to make a banner for all of our sponsorships
and then just making sure the golf course knows exactly
what we're doing,” said Reed.

Those who want to register a team can text (306) 4344
8622 or email Avareed5329@gmail.com.

In total, $250,000 is needed to fully repair the Rocan-
ville Aquatic Centre.

Reed says that she is hoping to raise around $10,000
through the Putt for the Pool tournament.

She says that the Rocanville Pool Fundraising Com-
mittee has held additional fundraisers, including a re-
cent silent auction and barbecue, and plans to hold more
in the future with an upcoming music festival.
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PM Justin Trudeau sign agreement at Cowessess

BY SPENCER KEMP

LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Cowessess Chief Cadmus Delorme,
Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe, and
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,
came together on Tuesday, July 6 to sign
a co-ordination agreement that will see
Cowessess First Nation be responsible
for children in care for the first time since
1951. The co-ordination agreement will
transfer jurisdiction to Cowessess.

In March of 2020, the Cowessess First
Nation ratified the Miyo Pimatisowin Act
to return children to the care of the Cow-
essess First Nation.

Cowessess Chief
says it is time to heal

“Before treaties, our ancestors roamed
this land,” Chief Cadmus Delorme said at
the signing ceremony.

“There were no children in care, there
was no unemployment, everybody had
a role, everybody had a duty, and every-
body had a purpose. At the time of treaty,
Cowessess First Nation, what we envi-
sioned was the following: two canoes

going down the river, the Crown—which Cowessess First Nation C

hief Cadmus Delorme with Prime Minister Jus-

today is represented by our Prime Min- tin Trudeau and Premier Scott Moe holding the newly signed agreement.

ister and our Premier—and the Cowes-
sess First Nation canoe, side-by-side. We
were supposed to flow down this river
together, every generation exchangin,
child to know the ideology of that other
canoe and then give those children back
so we always coincided. Unfortunately
today we inherited a history where that
didn’t happen. In our Cowessess canoe at
one time was the Indian Act which is still
here today. At one time the residential
school was put in our canoe. At one time
the ‘60s Scoop was put in our canoe. Our
Cowessess citizens fought, our leaders
fought, to make sure our kids could still
dance today.

“Today we all inherited that. Prime
Minister Trudeau, Premier Moe, and all
their team didn’t create this. We all inher-
ited this today.

“Because of that, we have a little bit of
loss of control, a little bit of loss of lan-
guage, a little bit of loss of governance,
and a little bit of loss of our social and
even our individual lives.

“One of the major things that happened
is what you call ‘vertical lineage pass-
down.” If residential schools, ‘60s Scoop,
or the Indian Act weren’t here, kookum
would have passed down to mum, mum
would have passed down to daughter
and daughter would have passed down
to granddaughter as it should have been.
But because of four generations of resi-
dential schools, it became horizontal.
Kookum had to stand beside her cousin
to survive, mum had to stand beside her
sister and cousin to survive, and today
that lineage is coming back, that vertical
lineage, one day at a time we are gaining
control because of the federal government
investing with Cowessess, we now farm
our lands again.

“Because Premier Moe and the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan work with Cowes-
sess for renewable energy, we're about to
build a 10-megawatt solar field and we
have turbines. We are gaining strength
one day at a time.

“But as we move forward, we have a
lot of healing to do.

“Today we give birth to a new horizon,

Chief Redbear Children’s Lodge. Today
is a historical day because we never gave
up our sovereignty to our children. And
today, with the Prime Minister of Canada
and the Premier of Saskatchewan, we are
going to sign a co-ordination agreement.
What that means is that Prime Minister
Trudeau stands beside Cowessess and
invests in us as we heal at our pace.

“Premier Moe stands beside us as Cow-
essess First Nation and invests at our
pace as we grow. The end goal is that one
day there will be no children in care. I'm
39 years old and I hope that happens in
my lifetime.

“But Cowessess, we have a lot of
work to do. Every day we will roll up
our sleeves to make sure that every child
when we call them home, they know
where home is. And that is Cowessess
First Nation and they will dance, they
will get their education, and they will
walk with their chin up and they will be a
proud Cowessess citizen.”

Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe exchanges gifts with Chief Cadmus

Trudeau promises
to continue to support

Cowessess First Nation

“It is truly an honour to be here on this
historic moment,” Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said.

“I am very glad I'm joined by Premier
Moe, it's good to have you here and it's
important that we be here as partners.
As a country and as a government we’ve
been reminded over the past few weeks
that the path to reconciliation means rec-
ognizing past wrongs and working to do
better. It is shameful that here in Cow-
essess and across the country children
died because of the policy of residen-
tial schools. Later today I will be visiting
the site of unmarked graves to pay my
respects and sitting down with many of
you to hear your stories as survivors.

“The work of reconciliation won’t
transform Indigenous communities alone
and Indigenous people in Canada alone,
the work of reconciliation must and will

Delorme during the signing ceremony.

transform all of Canada and all Canadi-
ans, that's the work we have to do togeth-
er. Of course, as we do that, it needs to
start with children. That is the heart-
breaking awakening that Canadians have
had across the country with the discovery
of these graves. That's why we’re here
today, to do better for this generation and
future generations and families. Together
with Cowessess First Nation and Sas-
katchewan, the Government of Canada is
signing the first-ever co-ordination agree-
ment respecting First Nations, Inuit, and
Metis youth, and families. That has been
the work of reconciliation that commu-
nities like Cowessess have led on over
the past many years, that we can come
together and sign this today mere weeks
after the tragic discoveries.

“The kids need to be kept by, sup-
ported by, protected by their communi-
ties. We co-developed legislation called
C-92 that will ensure that as we move
forward, kids get the support they need,
driven by their own communities in their
own languages in their own cultures, that
finally no kids will be removed from the
communities they are a part of. That is
the goal. That is why we are signing the
agreement, the very first across the coun-
try to start today in Cowessess. Never
again should kids be taken from their
homes, families, and communities. To
support this agreement, we are invest-
ing $38.7 million for the implementation
of the Cowessess First Nations Child
and Family Services system. This is an
important step forward and at the end of
the day, it will mean fewer children and
youth in care. Across the country we are
working with other First Nations on simi-
lar agreements, my commitment is that
we will continue to work with, as a part-
ner, all communities on what they need to
keep their children safe and thriving.

“Earlier today, Chief Delorme gracious-
ly accepted a braid of sweetgrass in honor
of today’s agreement.

“It is my pledge to work in partnership
and unity with all groups to make this
goal a reality. We will continue to walk
the path of reconciliation and respond
to the priorities of Indigenous people on
child and family services reform. We will,
every step of the way, be there as partners
to focus on what’s best for your children,
for all of our children. That's what they
need, and that's what they deserve.”

Moe applauds

Delorme’s efforts

“Welcome everyone to celebrate what
is truly a historic partnership between
three levels of government here at Cow-
essess,” said Saskatchewan Premier Scott
Moe. “These have not been easy times,
these last number of weeks have not been
easy times here in Cowessess, they have
not been easy times in Saskatchewan or
across Canada. I am here and pleased to
be part of this agreement today in your
community.

“I'm also here to ensure that this com-
munity in Cowessess and other commu-
nities across the province know that Sas-
katchewan people send their love, send
their prayers, and send their gratitude
to Cowessess. I want you to know that
as we walk through the next number of
days, weeks, months, years, that we're
going to do that together.

“We as Saskatchewan people will be
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Chief Cadmus Delorme and Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe at the signing ceremony, left, and a dancer, right.

here with you every step of the way,
regardless of where that road takes us.
Your healing journey is our healing jour-
ney as well. As Chief Delorme so elo-
quently put it, none of us living here
today created the residential school sys-
tem, none of us created the Indian Act,
none of us here today.

“But all of us have a duty as we move
forward and look ahead to work togeth-
er, to deal with the consequences and
decisions made generations ago. We
have a duty, we Eave an obligation to
build a brighter future for all of us. We
can do that and we can do that together.
It’s what brings us together here this
afternoon, the desire to build a brighter
future together with this community, not
even for us, but for that next generation,
for our children and our grandchildren.
We are very proud to be part of this
today. It is truly, as the Prime Minister
said, a groundbreaking agreement that
will give Cowessess control over child
and family services that are delivered to
your children and delivered to commu-
nity members wherever they live. It is an
agreement that will ensure the children
of Cowessess are raised by their families
in their own community, their own cul-
ture in accordance with their own tradi-
tions. Today is the culmination of many
months of negotiations by many levels of
government, negotiations that were driv-
en by Chief Cadmus Delorme who was
absolutely determined to see this agree-
ment through today and see Cowessess
exert its independence in this area, and
thank you for your determination, Chief.

“Prime Minister, I want to thank you
and your colleagues for the passing of
Bill C-92. The legislation opened the
door for us to have these negotiations
and ultimately have this agreement, this
celebration to move forward together
here today.

“I am very grateful for our provin-
cial colleagues, my provincial colleagues
who worked together on this agreement.
It started with Paul Merriman who’s
since moved off to brighter pastures in
the Health portfolio and Lori Carr who
brought those negotiations together on
behalf of the province, and to all of the
provincial officials, federal officials, and
all those in Cowessess who have worked
to ensure this could happen here today.

“We have been through some trying
days in the last few weeks. There are
difficult days ahead of us no doubt as
we continue to deal with the legacy of
residential schools in our nation. Today’s
announcement is a ray of hope, it's a ray
of hope for Cowessess, it’s a ray of hope
for other Indigenous communities in
Canada, it’s a ray of hope for our prov-
ince of Saskatchewan, and I would say it
is a ray of hope for our entire nation, and
it is no surprise that this hope is originat-
ing here in this community of Cowes-
sess. This is a progressive community.

“Cowessess is most certainly a com-
munity that is on the move, working in
partnership with the provincial and fed-
eral governments, and what’s happening
here has the opportunity to be replicated
in other Indigenous communities across
the nation.

Cowessess Youth Council Chair Ma Buckles.

“I think that your ancestors are
extremely proud of what you have done
here today, Chief Cadmus Delorme, and
I think that they are proud of this entire
community. I think I can speak on behalf
of everybody in this entire province
when I say we are so very proud of the
partnership we have created over the
past number of years and the achieve-

ment that we see before us here today.
Your ancestors are very proud, Chief, for
very good reason.”

Buckles says agreement
is a huge first step
in reconciliation
“I think a lot about my people and

the horrors we’ve endured for decades,
centuries even,” said Cowessess Youth
Council Chair Mia Buckles.

“All the hurt, fear, and guilt that we
feel and conceal from those around us,
the effects these hardships have had on
our ancestors and our present genera-
tions are undeniable and indescribable.

“In Saskatchewan, 86 per cent of
children in care are identified as First
Nations. Eighty-six per cent. One hun-
dred fifty of those children are from
Cowessess and it’s their time to receive
the opportunity to come home and heal
with their families on their own land
through a holistic approach.

“Cowessess is taking on a huge leader-
ship role for First Nations across Canada
in a walk toward lowering these num-
bers, which also plays a role in lowering
incarceration numbers in First Nations.

“Intergenerational trauma is very real,
I recognize it in my life, in others’ lives
around me, it plays a huge role in why
so many of our people end up in foster
care, incarcerated, addicted, and unedu-
cated.

“This is a beautiful new pathway
opening to our children and tﬁeir chil-
dren. Our nation has worked extremely
hard to create our own family and child-
care system and maintain jurisdiction
over the care of our children and fami-
lies.

“I am so proud to say I am from Cow-
essess First Nation today. After years of
our children being taken and separated
from our families, culture, and ultimate-
ly their sense of self, we are one step
closer to breaking one of the many gen-
eration curses that bind us.

“With the start of our family and child
services system, our children and fami-
lies affected by intergenerational trauma
and other struggles will have an oppor-
tunity to heal in every aspect, mentally,
physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

“I personally have a large disconnect
from my culture.

“I found it really affected my sense of
self. I do not know my language, I have
minimum knowledge on ceremonies, our
stories, and our way of life.

“Chief Redbear Children’s Lodge will
work proactively to prevent children and
families from going into care. They will
be provided safe living and access to
their culture.

“This is a huge first step that will lead
the Indigenous people of Canada into a
brighter future.

“Teaching our people our culture and
what it truly means to be Indigenous, not
the statistics, not the stereotypes, but us.

“A beautiful and powerful nation who
we always have been and always will be.
We are the leaders in a long-fought battle
for the rights and comforts of our people.

“Soon after us, I hope that other First
Nations communities will follow in our
footsteps and fight to gain the ability to
care for and assist their families and chil-
dren in need to a healthy and happy life.

“We are strong. We are resilient. Our
people may have been silenced, pushed
to the side, and buried, but we will
always come back stronger and louder
than ever before.”
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$10/DAY | 12 & UNDER: FREE

Rodeo
Slo-Pitch > Beer Gardens
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entries contact Cameron Duncan:
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BY SPENCER KEMP
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A recent Wawota Park-
land School graduate will
be heading to the 2021 Na-
tional High School Finals
Rodeo after placing in the
recent provincial champi-
onship.

Julia Houff placed 5th in
the recent provincial cham-
pionship in barrel racing
which qualified her to com-
pete in the 2021 National
High School Finals Rodeo
in Lincoln Nebraska on
July 18.

The 18-year-old athlete
says that she entered finals
with a strong start in first
place and ended in fifth in
barrel racing.

“I was actually in first
place going into finals, but I
didn’t have my best finals,”
said Houff.

“In the end, she just
squeaked it out,” her father,
Travis Houff, added.

Houff first began com-
peting in High School Ro-
deo around five years ago
when she was in Grade 7.

She says that her fa-
ther was a big inspiration
and driving point for her
to complete as he used to
compete in it himself.

“My dad was big into ro-
deo. He was pretty good,
he was actually the Cana-
dian champion for a few
years and so we've been
riding horses our whole
life. In Grade 7 I started do-
ing high school rodeo and
that's just where it started,”

Plain and Valley

Julia Houff qualifies for 2021
National High School Finals Rodeo

Julia Houff and her horse Flitt are going to Lincoln, Nebraska to com-
pete in the 2021 National High School Finals Rodeo on July 18 after
placing fifth in the provincial competition. The duo will later compete in
the 2021 Canadian High School Rodeo Finals in August.

explained Houlff.

Houff says she first got
her horse Flitt three years
ago when she was in Grade
9 and has ridden him in
competitions each year
since then.

B0 Chasasbis Opbrn ki
Tortar Bellowy

Julia Houff competing in the 2020 Chacachas
Open Rodeo

\AVANE northrldgereglna cem

306-565= 6

Houff says she is look-
ing forward to competing
in nationals against riders
from the USA, New Zea-
land, Canada, and Austra-
lia.

“I was very excited be-
cause I've been working
towards going to nationals
since my Grade 7 year so
this was big.”

Houff aims to place in
the top 10 of her category.

“Iwould love to take na-
tionals but I don’t know if
it’s really realistic to say I
would. There’s a lot of peo-
ple down there and a lot
of people who do rodeo as

Steven Bonk, MLA

for Moosomin Constituency
622 Main St., Moosomin, SK

Phone 306-435-4005
Fax: 306-435-4008

Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. - 12 noon

1Tp.m.-4pm.

their whole life, so they're
very good. I don’t know if
I would be able to accom-
plish that, but I will try!”

Houff says she is look-
ing forward to the national
competition, noting that
her older sister made na-
tionals.

“I'm nervous for sure,
but I think I'm more excited
than nervous.”

In qualifying for the
2021 National High School
Finals Rodeo Houff also
qualified for the 2021 Ca-
nadian High School Rodeo
Finals which will take place
from August 6 to 8 in Swift

Current.

The top five competitors
from each provinces will
compete in the Canadian
High School Rodeo Finals.

Houff feels that she has
a better shot at placing in
the top brackets in the Ca-
nadian High School Rodeo
Finals than she does at the
National High School Fi-
nals.

“It's a more realistic goal
to accomplish for sure, I'm
going to do my best.”

Houff skipped her grad-
uation ceremony to com-
pete in the provincial com-
petition.

While Houff wasn’t able
to attend her graduation
ceremony in person, her
classmates created a card-
board cutout of her in her
grad dress that was parad-
ed around town with the
other students during the
grad parade.

Houff says she didn’t re-
alize what her classmates
did until days later.
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“I didn't even know
about it until I saw pictures
of it recently. It was pretty
funny.”

Houlff is planning on at-
tending Medicine Hat Col-
lege where she will take a
Business ~ Administration
course.

She says that she hopes
to be able to continue com-
peting in rodeos but says
that her education takes
priority.

“It would be fun to do but
I don’t know if it would be
realistic for me. Obviously,
if T had an opportunity to
do it I probably would take
it. But I want togoto school
first, for sure.”

Houff will be going to
Lincoln, Nebraska to com-
pete in the 2021 National
High School Finals Rodeo
on July 18 and then to Swift
Current on August 6 to 8
to compete in the 2021 Ca-
nadian High School Rodeo
Finals.

405 SUMNER ST.

% BIG LOU’S
@ LUMBER

= ESTERHAZY, SK

306-745-2600 = 306-745-2332

MONDAY - FRIDAY:

0 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M.

SATURDAY: 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

NOW AVAILABLE:

Bulk Cedar
Landscaping
Mulch

Spruce 2nd
Cut Slabs

¥

SILVER OAK

condominiums

FINAL PHASE
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LUXURY BUNGALOW
& TOWNHOME
CONDOMINIUMS
IN EAST REGINA

North ae
Ridge
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Chief Delorme says co-ordination agreement is
one step toward a broader vision for Cowesses

Cowessess Chief Cadmus
Delorme, Saskatchewan Pre-
mier Scott Moe, and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau came together on
July 6 to sign a co-ordination
agreement that will see Cow-
essess First Nation be respon-
sible for children in care for
the first time since 1951. The
co-ordination agreement will
transfer jurisdiction to Cow-
essess.

In March of 2020, the Cow-
essess First Nation ratified
the Miyo Pimatisowin Act to
return children to the care of
the Cowessess First Nation.

Chief Cadmus Delorme
says July 6 was monumen-
tal in marking a major step
toward positive change for
and a broader vision for Cow-
esses First Nation.

Following the July 6 events,
Chief Delorme spoke with the
World-Spectator and Plain &
Valley regarding the co-ordi-
nation agreement. Following
are are his comments.

Chief Cadmus

Delorme speaking at
the signing ceremony
at Cowesses
First Nation.

How important of a
milestone was that event?

It was huge. We have
never agreed that children
left our jurisdiction due to
colonial policy, due to paternalistic attitudes for decades.
We tried our best to help children who maybe got removed,
or invested in prevention, and now not only do we have
jurisdiction back, which was rightfully ours from the be-
ginning, but also true leaders in this province and country
stood beside us and invested in us as we shared with the
world.

How was the road to get to this point? How much work
went into this and what kind of resistance did Cowessess
face? Or was there any resistance? Did everything sort of
fall into place?

This took over 100 hours of meetings to get to this mo-
ment. We dedicated every Thursday from August to May
during the pandemic looking at a computer, team Canada,
team Saskatchewan, team Cowessess. We dedicated about
three and a half hours to the main table, another two hours
to sub-committees per week, minus the holidays and
Christmas, a little pause during the election of Saskatch-
ewan. It took a lot of hours.

Cowessess chaired every meeting, Cowessess chaired
every sub-committee and, I wouldn’t call it resistance, but
there were some moments where we had to educate each
other on the bureaucracy approach from Canada and Sas-
katchewan. They didn’t question but they had to explain to
us that their bureaucracy is a little different.

Decision making was easy for Cowessess because our
governance is well and healthy and we can make decisions
within days, whereas the province and the federal govern-
ment, it sometimes took them weeks to make a decision. So
that just took a little patience, but we got what we felt we
wanted right from the beginning.

Did you ever have any doubt that you would come to an
agreement—that the agreement signed on Tuesday would
come to fruition?

It wasn’t doubt, it was a little frustrating at moments be-
cause there was nothing to compare it to. This was created
from an idea to legislation with no guidelines in legislation,
no steps in the legislation. It just states in there in section

SUMMER HOURS:
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY @ 4 P.M.

DINE-IN MEALS & TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE
/ Steak & Lobster Special Nightly
v BBQ Pork Ribs & 5-Wing Combo Specials
v World-Famous Pizza
v And dll your favorites are back!
Visit www.mooseheadinn.ca for full menu

COME OUT AND DANCE!
Cabaret Nightclub is now open every
Friday - Saturday night 9 p.m. -2 a.m.

KENOSEE LAKE e+ 306-577-2226

20(2), you have a year to come up with a co-ordination
agreement.

We created it from scratch and it was frustrating at times
because we would state as Cowessess “well this is our co-
ordination agreement” and Canada and Saskatchewan
wouldn’t disagree, but sometimes they would try to remind
us of the current system, and then we would tell them that
is the current system, but this is new. They would comply
and say ‘well yeah, you're right.’

It was just a little outside the norm and trying to work
within that environment, and anybody who works in gov-
ernment knows that bureaucracy and guidelines are tough
to change, and so Cowessess driving this right from the be-
ginning I think helped all three of us realize that change is
coming.

At this point, how much work needs to be done in
terms of actually implementing this? How did the nuts
and bolts come together so that the children come under
the care of Cowessess? What needs to happen right at
ground level?

I like to compare it to a rocket ship going into space and
thinking about it as fuel. To get to tFle outer sphere you're

going to use a lot of gas, but once you get to that outer
sphere, then you're not going to use so much gas, you're
going to feed off the momentum and keep thrusting for-
ward. Continued on page 27 =

Today ¢

ENTERPRISES

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

Internet access
WIFI throughout the

Great for security
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Fast activation
Portable
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Great options

anywhere
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Come see us or give us
a call for more details!

Ask us about moving your
landline phone number
to save even more!
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After provincial government said it sorted out issue last year:

Green calls on province to maintain Welcome Sign

By SpeNcER Kemp
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A Fleming resident is calling on the Government of Saskatchewan
to take care of the land around the Welcome to Saskatchewan sign on
the Trans-Canada Highway at the border of Manitoba and Saskatch-
ewan.

Trevor Green works around the area and he says the lack of mainte-

nance has become an eyesore, noting the unkentlgt grass and garbage
littering the site as well as a dead tree between the sign and the hig%\-
way.
Ir}I 2020 Green called on the government to maintain the sign. After
a World-Spectator article, Sask Highways took responsibility for the
site, after some initial confusion over which department’s responsibil-
ity it was.

But now Green says the site is back to what it was like before the
maintenance in 2020.

“We farm not far from it and we went through this whole spiel last
year and they couldn’t find which department was supposed to look
after it but then within a day (after the article in the paper) they had a
contractor out there that cleaned it all up, then they maybe mowed it
twice after that but now we’re in summer again and we’re back in the
same mess,” said Green.

He says that when he raised awareness around the site, the govern-
ment’s response and confusion were frustrating.

Fleming resident Trevor Green says that the welcome sign on the Saskatchewan-

Manitoba border is an embarrassment and requires maintenance. The site is littered

Welcome to

Saskatchewan

Land of Living Skies

“It wasat{lpical government situation where the left hand doesn’t with garbage, including empty coffee cups, plastic, and used diapers, has weeds
t

know what

e right hand is doing and they don’t know which pocket - growing out of control and a dead tree. While the site was maintained after a newspa-

they are supposed to be in. I said it last year, it's just grass but itjust hor story on the state of the site in 2020, Green says that it has once again become
derelict.

goes to show how ridiculous our government operates on anything. It
might be grass today, but it could be infrastructure or anything else.”

Green says it is embarrassing for proud Saskatchewan residents to
greet visitors to the province with an ill-maintained sign and uncut

rass.
& “We're supposed to be proud of our province and we have visitors
coming through here and this is the first thing they see. There are
people there taking pictures every day.

“It’s like we're a dirty province or something. That’s our entrance
and it used to be our tourist information centre and it was great and
it was maintained. That is our entrance to our province on the Trans-
Canada Highway and that’s how we look after it year-to-year. The
ﬁovernment pisses away money on so many things, but they can’t

ire any contractors to look after it. It's peanuts compared to the mon-
ey that flies out the window for anything else.”

He says that the responsibility of maintaining the area around the
sign falls on the government and that it should not be difficult to
maintain.

“Fleming can hardly afford to contract the guy to cut the grass in
town and for Moosomin it’s a pretty big Eain for the guys in Mooso-
min to load up a mower, take it down there, and then mow it. Just
tender it out to a contractor and tell them to look after it.

“It’s the entrance to our province on the Number One highway,
look after it. Enough is enough,” said Green.

our tubs are
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The piece that will be featured in the 2022 CMHA cash calendar.

July 2021

Joy Flaman poses with one of her recent works.

Moosomin artist’s work to be featured in CMHA cash calendar

BY SPENCER KEmP
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A Moosomin artist has had one of her pieces selected to
be printed in the 2022 Canadian Mental Health Associa-
tion’s cash calendar.

Joy Flaman beﬁan doing stone art in spring and has
worked to better her artistic skills.

She says that after submitting her piece, she was over-
joyed to hear it was selected to be sﬁown in the CMHA
cash calendar.

“I was almost in tears, I was very excited and very hon-
oured. We've been getting that calendar for a few years
now and I've won money on it before but I've never sub-
mitted a piece before,” said Flaman.

She says the piece was made for a family with rocks,

Plain & Valley
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sand, and glass from their favourite beaches in B.C.

“It's a big family that loves to fish together and be out-
side together.

“The piece was actually made as a mother's birthday
gift and the daughter got me pieces of shells, sea glass,
and sand from her mother's favourite pieces from B.C.
that she’s collected over the years. I put those all together
and made them all fishing together.”

Flaman says she began doing stone art after her daugh-
ter was born when she attempted to add on to a piece that
she received from a family member.

She says the art offers her a way to meditate and ground
herself.

“My husband’s cousin gave us a piece of art in this sort
of medium when our son was born. One day I went to

[PARTNERV[SALES [REPRESENTATIVE|
20428 Sy 04 9

carlamclean@royallepage.ca
o DENTURIST ©

Spreading Smiles 4
throughout .%

Manitoba

FULL SERVICE DENTURE CLINIC

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic

WESTMAN’'S PREMIER DENTURE CLINIC
Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

204-728-4435

Unit D - 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB | www.brandondentures.com

Kyle Ryan
LD, DD Denturist

Tim Dew
timdew.mmp@gmail.com
Cell: 306.736.8624

0 add my daughter to it and as I was looking through
the stones I was finding that it was grounding me, it was
calming me. I suffer from PTSD from 16 years in EMS
and I found it was very grounding with the sound of the
rocks, the feel of the rocks, the smell of the rocks. It was
peaceful. It makes me happy doing it.”

Flaman says the art is not only physical but also spiri-
tual and provides a way for her to cleanse her mind.

She says that she involves smudging in the process of
her artistic skills.

“Each piece is smudged. I smudge every morning be-
fore I create and when I'm done I smudge again before it
leaves my home and goes to its new home,” said Flaman.

A photo of her piece will be found in the upcoming
2022 CMHA cash calendars.

G
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USask agricultural
researcher receives
$2.5 million i m support

University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) researcher
Dr. Yongfeng Ai (PhD) has
been awarded $2.5 million
through the Canadian Ag-
ricultural Partnership to
improve the processes of
transforming pulses into
novel food ingredients,
new bioplastics, and high-
value biomedical materi-
als.

“Today’s investment will
stimulate further develo
ment and growth in tl{)
Saskatchewan pulse and
value-added industries by
identifying new ways to
process pulse starch,” said
Saskatchewan Minister of
Agriculture, the Honour-
able Dave Marit. “This re-
search will bring us closer
to a number of the goals
outlined in Saskatchewan’s
Plan for Growth. These
include our targets to pro-
cess 50 per cent of Sas-
katchewan pulse crops in
the province and increase
value-added  agriculture
revenue to $10 billion.”

The funding is part of
Saskatchewan’s ~ Strategic
Research Initiative Pro-
gram, which announced its
theme of Pulse Starch Utili-
zation in 2020.

“This project will build
the university’s reputa-
tion as a leading research
institution, working to
highlight Canada’s inno-
vation ecosystem on the
global stage,” said USask
Vice-President  Research

University of Saskatchewanr(USask) re-
searcher Dr. Yongfeng Ai.

Baljit Singh. “Dr. Ai’s work
demonstrates the clear po-
tential for the development
of value-added pulse prod-
ucts to industry and the
public at large.”

Pulse starches displa
wide variety of traits tl ﬁat
make them unique from
other botanical = sources.
They can develop into bio-
gels of various physical
forms, tolerate high-tem-
perature processing, and
are a good source of resis-
tant starch—a new type
of dietary fibre and pre-
biotic. The strong gelling
and film-forming ability
of pulse starches can make
them useful in bioplastics
and biomedical materials,
such as packaging materi-
als, fabric fibres, hemosta-
sis materials, and wound

dressing.

More importantly, the
derived bioproducts are
highly biodegradable and
compostable, which can
make them a sustainable
option for producing easily
disposable products in the
future.

As a faculty member in
the College of Agriculture
and Bioresources and the
Ministry of Agriculture En-
dowed Research Chair in
Carbohydrate Quality and
Utilization, Ai will explore
these new applications for
Saskatchewan pulse starch-
es, and streamlining the
conversion processes from
newly harvested pulses,
including peas, faba beans,
lentils and chickpeas, to
high-value food, bioplastic
and biomedical products.

Phone: 204-727-2001 or 1-800-483-5856

Email: office@fraserauction.com
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Saturday, August 14
12 Noon - 2 p.m.

St. Alban’s

Moosomin CALL OR TEXT: 306-646-7554
St. Thomas HOME: 306-435-2645
Rocanville

Tickets can also be purchased at
The World-Spectator in Moosomin

Payment can be made with cash, debit or credit card
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8 AM. - 5 PM.
PHONE: 306-435-2445

Orders must be in by
' Wednesday, August 4!

Support this fundraiser and
enjoy some Fresh BC Peaches!
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Ducks Unlimited Canada is all a-buzz over pollinators

Conservation group celebrates role pollinators play in healthy, sustainable landscapes

Want to bump up your crop yields? Then consider
enhancing the pollination services available to you by
adding natural areas on your farm. Research shows that
healthy landscapes that host mixed natural areas includ-
ing wetlands, grasslands, shelterbelts and ditch vegeta-
tion all aid in increased biodiversity and safe spaces for
pollinators. And more pollinators means increased pro-
duction of our crops and food.

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is celebrating the role
these creatures, and the habitats they depend on, play in
our lives. We're sharing stories, studies and strategies on
how and why we need to direct conservation efforts to

Custom Silage
Chopping
Full or Partial

Service Available

TED 204.512.0754
WARREN 204.851.1751

help these important species.

“Mixed natural areas, in fact, play a very important
role in providing resources to wild pollinators for nest-
ing and foraging, especially when located in cropped
landscapes,” says DUC research scientist, Jim Devries,
who also conducts research on pollinators for the orga-
nization. “And these pollinators return the favour. They
help increase crop production through increased polli-
nation. Maintaining places for pollinators to reside also
benefits other beneficial insects, and biodiversity in gen-
eral, including habitat for amphibians, mammals and
birds.”

Bees and other pollinators have a natural partnership
with agriculture, and with crops like canola and soy-
beans, in particular. Many studies of insect pollination
in canola demonstrate increases in yield. These results
make a strong case for setting aside areas that benefit
pollinators to further maximize crop production. And
when we include mixed natural areas on the landscape,
we all benefit from resulting carbon storage, biodiver-

sity, increased soil retention, and water filtration.

“The contribution farmers and ranchers make in pro-
viding habitat for pollinators is significant and should be
recognized,” says Paul Thoroughgood, DUC’s agricul-
ture lead. “Natural areas, flowering crops such as canola,
and wetlands all play a role in sustainable agriculture by
providing for the needs of pollinators as well as the cur-
rent and future health of our soil and water.”

There are almost 1,000 bee species native to Canada
and these tiny creatures significantly benefit from wet-
lands, grasslands and other natural areas. To support
our local pollinators, we can help by increasing the type
and variety of flowers available to them. Providing a
pollen- and nectar-rich mix of agricultural legumes is a
good step, and that's why DUC started offering a Pol-
linator Pak seed blend as part of its new Marginal Areas
Program on the Prairies.

Explore the conservation programs that aid in pollina-
tor health at ag.ducks.ca or contact your local DUC office
to learn about eligible programs options near you.

Introducing Vermeer N-series balers - the newest models in the flagship line from
the company that started it all. Heavy-duty components provide superior strength
and durability. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and

auto lube system further extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best
distribution network in the industry. Vermeer 604N/605N balers are here to stay.

EOLAPPEDTO

DO MORE.

Pierson, MB

= 204-634-2293
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2021 Anderson
IFX720 Bale Wrapper

Call for Pricing!

Anderson RB590HS
CEICRUET

Call for Pricing!

2019 Farm King
RB12FK
12 Wheel
Bat Rake
Call for

Pricing!

sales@leesservice.ca
www.leesservicecentre.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 AM. -6 P.M.
SATURDAY: 9 AM. - NOON

Farm King BM14508
Bale Mover

usen $18,500

2021 Farm King RE14FK
14 Wheel V-Rake

Call for Pricing!

2021 Hustler
Turf FasTrack

54” Deck Zero
Turn Mower

20% off!

Veree 5 N
Net/Twine/Scale
7490 Bales

useo $42,900
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The story may be boring, but the yard is beautiful

With a big ‘whump’ against hubby’s truck window,
road kill took on a whole new meaning and the twins
(now 10) couldn’t wait for Grandpa to prep that prai-
rie chicken for the grill. I mean really—how could one

rown man and two youngsters get that excited about a
dead bird? The twins were pumped that their dad was
right into grilling all things ‘wild’ and supper that night
was, in the twins’ minds, better than steak and lobster at
a five-star restaurant.

It's been a while since we finished seeding (end of
May) so life has been a little less intense and %ife at the
camper on the farm is near non-existent except for a
night a week or so when we gather around the campfire
and swat mosquitoes and pick woodticks off the dogs.
Not that there are many this year for some reason, but
the farm grandkids and I get right into it. Ticks don’t
faze these kids in the least, unlike my early encounters
with ticks when I, an Ontario-raised kid (no ticks there
back then), froze in place at the thought of a tick on me,
let alone at the thought of picking one off a pet. Now
woodtick-picking is a form of relaxation. Imagine that!

With seeding behind us, we entered the next season,
a season seldom spoken of but one that every farmer
(well not me) gets right into. Crop checking. Crop check-
ing starts the very second the air drill is parked in ma-
chinery row. I mean, immediately. And will I ever learn
when Kubby asks if I want to go for a drive thatit’s nota
lovely country drive where we stop to watch the sunset
on the horizon - it's more like start and stop at every
field and every corner of every field to see if tﬁose teeny
tiny seeds are germinating. It involves (on hubby’s part,
not mine) getting down to look close and even do some
digging to check on the germination. When someone
asked me, after seeing my hubby down on his hands
and knees in the field west of town at 5:30 one morn-
ing, if things were germinating okay I sug%‘ested he not
say anything to my husband about how the canola on
that field didn’t appear to be coming up all that well.
And then there’s cﬁecking for flea beetles on those baby
canola plants. Now that takes a “country drive” to a
whole new level.

Okay, I get it, This is serious business. Stressful even.
You spend tens upon tens of thousands of dollars get-
ting that seed into the ground, checking that the air drill
is seeding at just the right depth. Double checking that
everything is working okay and heaven forbid you un-
knowingly have a section plugged and the seed and or
the fertilizer isn’t even reaching the ground. Now that’s
a catastrophe in and of itself. Especially when half your
land is adjacent to the highway for all the world to see.
The way I look at it is stuff happens — you can’t ensure
everything is 100 percent perfect all of the time. But I

FARMERS
FEEDING THE WORLD
STEWARDING THE LAND

FORIGENERATIONS '

1-866-249-4697 ¢ www.drrobertkitchen.ca

The Lighter Side of
Lite...

DOWN ON THE FARM
M‘_

dl_beutleréyahoo.ca

dare not say that to the men! Oh no! There can be noth-
ing worse then a bare strip of land where bare should
not be. Ever. Anywhere.

Between spraying for weeds and those pesky flea
beetles that can outright destroy an acre of canola in a
day, and top dressing and fungiciding (not likely a word
I'm guessing) and gopher destruction in one form or an-
other, the time has come for us to get our sights on sand
beaches and lake water. The fishing rods are packed, the
camper is loaded and the grandkids who plan to come
out to the lake for a week or two have added to my
“lake” grocery list. They had to add chocolate bars since
the first 44 I bought disappeared from the camper fridge
in the first three weeks of seeding. Grandma has, how-
ever, learned her lesson. The chocolate bars for the lake
are in the fridge at my house where they will remain
until we finally pull out.

After judging 4-H speeches back in February, I finally
had an opportunity to watch my farm grandkids” 4-H
presentations. As it was done virtually, all I needed was
a copy of their videos (I didn’t judge their groups) and
one lazy Saturday morning, I was able to sit back for an
enjoyable few moments to hear what the grandkids had
chosen for their topics. First one of the twins, then the
other and then their sister (12) began. And wouldn’t you
just know, this is what I heard: “The day my Grandma
burned my 4-H Speech.” I thought perhaps that mo-
ment in time had disappeared from her memory but
apparently not. And wow—she turned that ‘oops” mo-
ment into a delightful, interesting speech that I was in-
credibly proud of (despite the fact tﬁat I was the centre
of the unfortunate topic).

As time marches on and the grandkids could see the
end of the school year, we were reminded once again
of how Covid has affected our lives and the lives of
our kids and grandkids. Our youngest grandchild just

START

Reach 28,000 households in
Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoha!
306-435-2445 ¢ www.plainandvalley.com

EQUIP

GALVANIZED OR
SMOOTH WALL...

It's up to you - We have them all!

AGI=
WESTEEL

= =—$AVING! . GM4000's and 5300's in stock

Needing an auger? Ask us about our Demo
program No-Down-Time Guarantee!

CO-OP AG EQUIPMENT

graduated from pre-K. I was a bit choked that I wasn’t
invited until I heard this from her mom: “Only one per-
son (parent) is allowed to attend Sophie’s graduation,”
she said. “And guess who she chose? Her dad! Imag-
ine. I don’t even get to go to her grad!” Thank goodness
for photos and videos and all the technology that has
helped us during this long year and a half. I will be the
first to admit though that I will not miss all those Zoom
meetings and I certainly won’t miss tossing those masks
aside.

One night last week, as the farm grandkids and their
parents and Grams and Gramps sat around the campfire
at our “farm camping site,” we couldn’t help but enjoy
all the greenery. The green of the crops and the lawn and
the trees—wow, it’s just nothing short of beautiful. And
then we watched the full moon as it sat between a cou-
ple of very tall evergreen trees at the back of the yard.
“Look at that, boys,” I said to the twins. “The trees are
framing the moon.” And then I said, “And you know
who planted every one of those trees?” And the rolling
of the eyes began, two sets of eyes, almost identical and
then in unison I heard, “Yeah, Yeah, Grandma, you've
told us a million times.” It seems a lifetime ago in some
ways, and just yesterday in other ways—the planting of
the trees when I was but 25 years old with three babes
of my own underfoot. The story may be boring but the
yard is beautiful if I do say so myself. And now it’s time
to get away from the farm and get a little relax time in.
The lake is calling and I am heeding the call. Here’s
hoping all our farmer friends and all our readers have a
moment to take in some downtime and re-connect with
family and friends!!

A book of Donna Beutler’s amazingly funny columns is
available at the World-Spectator for a mere $10. It's worth
many times that amount, we assure you!

' Yorkton Auction Centre
Planning on selling
some Equipment or
having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?

Give our Sales Manager a call today!
Trenth Guenther: 306-621-4739
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« 1605 Pre-Built Hopper Combos
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Toll Free @ 1-877-403-3127
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Connect with us on Twitter: @CoopAgEquip
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Online-timed Antique/Restoration Cars, Parts, Antiques & Collectibles Auction
for Keith & Denise Neufeld—30 years of Collecting Dispersal

Carnduff, SK
Bidding starts: Fri. Aug 13 @ 9am
Biddings ends: Sun. Aug. 22 @ 1pm—soft close

Vehicles: 2008 Dodge Magnum SRT8, 100,050km, leather, auto trans., 6.1L Hemi, over-sized calipers, only 25 sold in Canada; original 1972
Plymouth Roadrunner w/ air grabber hood; 1967 Dodge Dart GT; 1930s Chevrolet Standard bodies; 1950 Chevrolet Fleetline Deluxe to be re as-
sembled; Early 1910s Ruby pickup; 1941-1949 IH KB-1 pickups; 1950 Austin Truck; 1967 Mercury Cougar; Dodge 440; 1950s Pontiac 2 & 4 doors;
1950s Chevrolets—2 & 4 doors; 1946-47 Plymouth Special Deluxe; 1940s Fargo pickup; 1926 Ford A Coupe; 2000 Chrysler Inteprid SE, 1972
Chrysler New Yorker & 1958 Chevrolet Apache truck w/ active hoist & more

Vehicle Parts: Lg. selection of hub caps incl. Ford, Chevrolet, Pontiac, Hudson, Chrysler, etc.; 1967-72 Mopar parts for B & D body cars; Ford
Flathead V8 engine; Chevrolet 454 engine; Fargo truck grill; Ford model T & A parts; NOS windshield for 1958 Chevrolet Fleetline Deluxe;
1930s bumpers; 1958 Front bumper tips for Chevrolet Fleetline Deluxe; new door skins, rockers for 1979-91 Dodge trucks; Goodyear Eagle
tires; NOS goodyear tires; & more

Oil & Gas Advertising/Signs: Lg. BA dealer sign, doubled sided; Lg. Gulf dealer/sales sign, doubled sided w/ frame; Maple Leaf flour sign; Gleaner
Baldwin combines sign; 7-up tin sign; Canadian Motor Products store displays; Auto-lite display; variety of oil cans incl. North Star, Esso, Peerless,
Chryco, Gulf; variety of license plates incl. 1918 SK; lighers; 1/24 & 1/25 model cars; tervintage farm machinery & automobile paper ads from
1940s-50s & more

Online-timed Antique Tractor &

. . . ] Stationry Engine Auction Pt. 2 for
Online-timed Antique & Collectible Online-timed Antique Collection

. . . . Est. of Ron Beddome
Auction for Bill & Gisele Harding Reduction Auction for Dollard Mailhot

) . Minnedosa, MB
Boissevain, MB Dunrea, MB

1 . Bidding Starts: Fri. Sept. 17 @ 9am
Bidding Starts: Fri. Aug. 20 @ 9am Bidding Starts: Sept. 3 @ 9am

Bidding Ends: Sun. Sept. 26 @ 1pm—
soft close

Bidding Ends: Sun. Aug. 29 @ 7pm— | Bidding Ends: Sept. 12 @ 7pm—soft
soft close close

Sale handled by Wright’s Auction Service Ltd.—Boissevain & Melita, MB

For more info contact Warren at 204-534-7997 or email w.wright@mymts.net or Kelly at 204-305-0284 To register visit
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Farm debt growth slowed in 2020;
Appreciation falls below farm revenue

BY LEIGH ANDERSON, SENIOR
Economist with FCC

Canadian farm debt outstand-
ing continued to increase in 2020
as producers invested in land,
buildings and equipment. Over-
all farm debt rose 5.9 per cent
to $121.9 billion (Figure 1)—the
lowest increase since 2014 and
below the 10-year average of 6.5
per cent.

Strong demand for agriculture
commodities, notably grains and
oilseeds and increased deliver
opportunities supported growtz
in farm revenues of 8.1 per cent,
outpacing growth in farm debt
for the first time in the past six
years.

As a result, the overall finan-
cial picture of Canadian agri-
culture improved slightly, bet-
ter positioning the agriculture
industry to cover annual debt
and interest payments, notably
farmland ownership costs. It’s
important to recognize that this
isn’t consistent across all sectors
and regions of Canadian agri-
culture—total livestock revenue
decreased nearly one per cent in
2020.

Looking forward, we project
farm revenue to be record high
in 2021 and outpacing expected
growth in farm debt outstand-
ing of around six per cent in

2021. However, current drought
conditions, high construction
costs and other economic factors
could impact farm revenue and
debt forecasts.

Managing working
capital and farm
debt obligations

remain top priori

The Bank of Canada (BoC)
overnight rate is expected to re-
main unchanged in 2021 at 25
basis points. The economic re-
covery looks to be gaining mo-
mentum as vaccination rates
increase in Canada and around
the globe. Expectations are for
the BoC to increase the overnight
rate in the second half of 2022 as
Canadian inflation is trending
above two per cent. However,
we’ve already seen upward pres-
sure for fixed interest rate prod-
ucts as long-term bond yields
have increased through 2021.

It's important to monitor what
the BoC does, and longer-term
bond yields as the bond market
determines fixed rate lending.
Nonetheless, interest rates are
expected to increase in the fu-
ture, increasing debt servicing
requirements.

10.0%
9.0%
8.0%

7.0%

10-year average .

3.0%

2.0%
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2014 2015 2016
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Figure 1. Canadian farm debt growth. Source: Statistics Canada

Implication
of higher

interest rates

The current Bank of Canada
effective business interest rate
of 2.29 per cent would result in
$2.8B in interest payments by

farmers. Assuming no debt in-
creases in 2021, it would only
take an increase of approximate-
ly 50 basis points (0.5 per cent) in
interest rates to bring back farm
interest payments to 2019 levels
of $3.4 billion reported by Sta-
tistics Canada. The expectation,

however, is that farm debt out-
standing will increase approxi-
mately six per cent in 2021. The
combination of a 50-basis point
increase in rates and six per cent
increase in debt would result
in farm interest expenses rising
over $200 million.

Channel clearing program now open for applications

The Saskatchewan Water Security Agency (WSA) is en-
couraging rural municipalities (RMs) and Conservation
and Development Area Authorities (C&Ds) across Sas-
katchewan to take advantage of the largest channel clear-
ing grant program ever provided by the province. Up to
$1.5 million is available in 2021-22—part of the provinces
two-year $2 million funding announced in March.

“We recognize the hard work of our rural communities
in Saskatchewan and the impact a blocked watercourse
can have, which is why we have increased support for the
channel clearing program,” Minister Responsible for the
Water Security Agency Fred Bradshaw said. “The Water
Security Agency has streamlined the program this year
and removed barriers to simplify the application process
to better support our clients.”

The channel clearing program assists RMs, C&Ds and
Watershed Associations to remove debris, silt and beaver
dams from natural watercourses to lessen the possibili-
ties of blockages that can cause flooding to roadways and

A. Pethick Farm
& Custom Ag

Now offering:

CUSTOM HAYING

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Custom Seeding
Custom Spraying
Custom Swathing
Silage Bale Wrapping

Custom Combining
Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plusimore! Please inquire!

p

306.434.9998

apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361

agricultural land.

“Keeping our natural waterways clear of obstructions
like sediment and beaver dams is not only good for ru-
ral Saskatchewan and producers, but it also helps protect
rural infrastructure,” Saskatchewan Association of Rural
Municipalities President Ray Orb said. “SARM welcomes
the WSA’s expanded funding for channel clearing this
year and making the process to apply easier, which will
certainly benefit communities in Saskatchewan.”

WSA originally budgeted $600,000 over two years for

B Custom WiFi Connecti
B Custom Security Camera Systems
B Calving Camera Systems

channel clearing. The increase in funding announced in
March allowed for the program to grow to $500,000 for
the 2020-21 fiscal year. In 2021-22, funding increased
again to $1.5 million for a total investment of $2 million
over two years.

Constructed works for drainage or moving water are
not eligible for the rebate. The deadline to apply is Janu-
ary 31, 2022.

For more information on the program please visit

www.wsask.ca/ Water-Programs/ Channel-Clearing /.

The go-to guys for all your
technical needs

ons between buildings, yard sites and businesses

B Network monitoring and support for businesses

B Custom Cloud Storage and off site data backgps

B Full Managed IT Support for businesses any size

B Computer Repair bath in-shop and remote support
B Small device repair: Phones, Tablets,Laptops

(204) 851-6800

320 King Street East | Virden, MB
Visit us online at https:/ /3ctech.ca
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New USask research has potential to make
fava beans a new favourite from farm to fork

Prof. Albert Vandenberg (PhD) in a University of Saskatchewan re-

search field.

A once popular high-protein legume
crop with potential to make farming more
environmentally sustainable is poised for
reinvigorated popularity, thanks to an in-
ternational research team, including plant
geneticists from University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask).

While the fava bean plant is high in pro-
tein, well-suited to growing in colder cli-
mates, and capable of virtually eliminat-
ing the need for fertilizer, it has one fatal
flaw—for an estimated 400 million people
worldwide, eating the bean can have se-
vere health consequences. In people defi-
cient in a certain enzyme, eating the bean
causes damage to a person’s red blood
cells.

In research just published in the jour-
nal Nature Plants, an international team
of researchers including USask plant sci-
entists have identified a key step in how
the plant—also known as the faba bean or
broad bean—produces the compounds vi-
cine and convicine. In four per cent of the
world’s population who carry a specific
gene, digesting fava beans can trigger the
blood disorder, known as favism.

“Fava bean has been a neglected crop
because of the favism issue,” said Dr.

Christina Weese photo

Albert Vandenberg (PhD), USask plant
breeder and geneticist, and co-author of
the research. “Now, we can reduce 99 per
cent of the vicine and convicine, and us-
ing sequencing and genomics, we should
be able to zero in, to shut it down, 100 per
cent.”

The international team also involving re-
searchers from University of Copenhagen
and Aarhus University in Denmark, Uni-
versity of Helsinki and Natural Resources
Institute Finland in Finland, University of
Reading, U.K,, and Georg-August-Univer-
sity, Germany, has now identified the key
biological pathway that results in vicine
and convicine.

While fava beans have been cultivated
since the Roman empire, favism has an
equally long history, with the Greek phi-
losopher Pythagoras discouraging his fol-
lowers from consuming the bean as early
as the fifth century BCE.

By identifyingrﬁow the plant produces
these compounds, new low vicine and
convicine fava beans could be a new,
high-value crop for farmers. In addition
to being rich with protein, fava beans are
exceptionally good at adding nitrogen to
the soil.

TISDALE,SK
WE’RE HIRING!
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“This is like a machine for replacing
nitrogen fertilizer,” said Vandenberg. “It
has huge ecological consequences in the
future of agriculture, here and globally.”

By adding fava beans to regular crop
rotation, producers could reduce some of
their use of nitrogen fertilizer, Vanden-
berg said.

“Suddenly, everybody in the world is
interested in this,” said Vandenberg.

In additional to being eaten as a dry
bean, fava beans are also consumed as a
fresh vegetable, and are generating inter-
est from the food industry due to growing
global demand for efficient, plant-based
protein.

This work is the culmination of more
than a decade of research and builds on a

revious discovery by Dr. Hamid Khazaei
PhD), Vandenberg’s research associate
currently at USask and soon to be at World
Vegetable Centre-Taiwan, and co-author
of the paper, identifying the specific ge-
netic marker for the noxious compounds.

Vandenberg expects seed supplies of
fava beans without vicine and convicine
in sufficient quantities for commercial
production to be available in 2022.

The research was funded by grants from
Innovation Fund Denmark, Academy of
Finland, U.K. Biotechnology and Biologi-
cal Science Research Council, VILLUM
Foundation, Danish National Research
Foundation, Guangzhou Elite, and the
German Federal Ministry of Food and Ag-
riculture.
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® Heated Shops
 Fabric Covered Buildings

We can convert your existing cold storage building into a fully functional heated shop!
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HIGHWAY 9, SOUTH YORKTON, SK
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Want to upgrade the door in your existing building?
We are an authorized
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Wawota performers

BY SPENCER KEMP
LocAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A musical duo from Wawota
is excited to begin perform-
ing again after Covid restric-
tions put their concerts on hold
through the winter.

Keith Olson and Garry Dick-
son perform together under the
title ‘Remembering the Good
Old Times’ and play music at se-
niors at care homes. But because
of Covid restrictions, the duo
has been unable to play until re-
cently.

A few weeks ago, the two per-
formed at local veteran Gordon
Jones’ 100th birthday alongside
Francis McDougall.

Olson says that the duo was
able to play through the sum-
mer of 2020 outdoors before it
got too cold.

As restrictions in Saskatch-
ewan came to an end on June 11,
Olson says he and Dickson have
begun booking concerts.

“We did play quite a bit until
the fall last year. We played a
lot outdoors in a whole bunch
of places, but they didn’t want
us indoors. But we can go to the
homes at the end of this month
and play, we're playing in Es-
tevan this month at two places,
actually,” said Olson.

“November the 5th was the
last day we played outdoors
last year. But in the winter we
couldn’t be outside and the old
folks couldn’t be outside either,”
Dickson added.

“In 2020 we went to play in
Carlyle and it was really differ-
ent. We had to sit outside and
play and the residents opened
their windows. So we were basi-
cally playing to a wall, but the
residents could hear it.”

Both members of the duo have

SUMMER
FEVER IS
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Keith Olson (left) and Garry Dickson (right) are looking forward to performlng at nurs-
ing homes as restrictions ease. The duo were unable to play through the winter of
2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions.

had a very musical past, includ-
ing recording an album together
alongside Olson’s father, moth-
er, and brother in 1974.

The two started playing at
care homes in 2006 as a way
to continue performing music
without needing to spend hours
at a venue.

BI-WEEKLY

“WITH 0 ﬂﬂWN PAYMENT!

2021 Marlon 16’ Aluminum Boat & Karavan trailer
Marlons are built with exceptional performance,
long lasting dependability, all welded hulls, wide
== heams, heavy duty exiruded center keel with
four formed in bottom sirakes for extra strength
REG: $8,275 BOAT (56,425). TRAILER $1,850).

2021 Keystone
Bullet 291RLS
Dual entry, el.
awning, el. stabilizer
jacks, pwr. fongue
jack, aluminum
wheels, bigger
15,000 btu o/,
larger 8cf fridge.
REDUCED TO

537,975

l FINANCING AVAILABLE

“My whole family is musi-
cal, and Garry always lived just
down the road from our farm
so when we got started Garry
joined us. He played with us
and he was there for our record
in ‘74, so we’ve been playing a
long time,” said Olson.

“To play at a dance was just

REDUCED TO

57,975

STARTING AT

Suzukl Oulbourds Available

2021 Suzuki Outboards in stock. From 2.5hp to
30hp. Great motors, great warranty, very quiet!

$1,395

too long. Playing for four hours
was just too much and we
couldn’t really do it anymore
so we decided to try the care
home thing and we do an hour
there and it's perfect,” Dickson
added.

The first care home concert
for the duo took place in 2006

2019 Rockwood -
Ultra Lite
2910SB
3 Slides, 2 bathrooms,
sleeps up o 91
Pwr. tongue jack, 4
pwr. stabilizer jacks,
heated holding fanks, S e
15,000k o/c. —
DISCOUNTED TO

BI-WEEKLY

“WITH 0. ﬂl?lW PAYMENT!

3,500 Ib. axles, aluminum wheels, ll built 16" on
centres for more strength, black screwless ext. with the
blackout package, 12" ramp extension, 2 flo-through
wall vents, all LED lights, 4 - 2,500 [b. D-rings.
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ready to play this summer

in Wawota but quickly spread
across the province and even
into Manitoba.

“It actually started up here
in Wawota when we played for
the care home here. They liked
us so much that other people
heard about it and now we go
to Redvers, Kipling, all around
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

“There are weeks when we
have maybe four bookings in a
week,” Olson explained.

In 2019 alone the duo per-
formed at 224 gigs across Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba but
were limited in 2020 due to
restrictions brought on by the
pandemic.

Olson says that the duo does
not charge much money for
their performances as it is a pas-
sion project for both himself and
Dickson.

“When we drive 100 miles
away from home we try to book
two in the same city on the same
day. We don’t charge very much,
we just charge enough to cover
our expenses and have a little bit
leftover.”

“We just enjoy doing it,” said
Olson.
“We can’t retire on it,” Dick-

son added with a laugh.

Under the current restrictions,
the duo currently cannot per-
form in Manitoba which Olson
says makes up a large portion of
their venues.

“One thing we found is a lot
of our work is actually in Mani-
toba and that’s all been shut
down. We have a lot of concerts
in Brandon, Birtle, and Virden
and all those different places.
But now we can’t get anywhere
near the old folk’s homes there
these days, Saskatchewan is a
long way ahead when it comes
to Covid,” said Olson.

2019 Rockwood
Signature
8288BS

Triple slide, outside kitchen,
s/steel appliances,
thermopane windows,
15,000 btu o/c, 2nd o/,
shielded awning, Vista
windows, roller shades
DISCOUNTED T0

BI-WEEKLY

“WiTH o WWN PAYMENTI

2022
Formula |
Triumph |
7x12
Tandem

Trailer ————

——

MSRP $10,500
CARLYLE RV PRICE

59,595

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

TRAVEL TRAILERS

misc.

these deals to
help you beat
the heat!

COMPARE
OUR PRICES!

2018 PREMIER 29RKPR

e $39,900
2016SPARTAN 3010 To,

Slide, 10" garage Y m $36,500
2014JAYCO WHITE HAWK 32BHSS

2 Slides, bunks
2012 REVERE 27BHS
Large slide, bunks......

-....527,900

..,..mu,soo

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

FIFTH WHEELS

2002 GEORGETOWN 306 Class A

2018 AVALANCHE 375RD
5 slides, washer/dryer, No GST....... ..371,500

2017 JAYCO EAGLE 29.5|
2 Slides, bunks, No GST.,.,,.,..m..,SN,SOO
2015 SPARTAN 1239 Toym
3 Slides, loaded, No GST ....... ¥..563,500
2013 LAREDO 292RL @

.$29,750

3 Slides, rear living

2010 CRUISER 32MK

3 Slides, rear living, No GST..m....SZ],?OU
2008 SPORTSMEN 41K Toy Hauler

3 Slides, 12’ garage, loft, loaded
1997 COACHMEN 275RK
No slide, rear hitch ..........

$34,900

58,995

*ALL BI-WEEKLY PAYMENTS ARE PLUS TAXES
HIGHWAY 9 NORTH CARLYLE, SK

306-453-6773 WWW.CARLYLERV.CO

= IGK SCHRIENER 306-577-8623

RON MACK 306-577-1548

OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, DEALER PDI, BATTERY, FULL PROPANE, HOSES, ETC.

PLUS A COMPLETE WALK-AROUND TO THE PURCHASER!!

SANDRA MITCHELL 306-577-8813

Large slide, 26,103 miles, just SK. Safefied......... $37,900

PRE-OWNED UNITS
ARE GOING FAST!

Get them before they’re gone!

VOTED SASKATCHEWAN'S
BEST PLACE TO BUY AN RV!

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday - 9 am - 4 pm
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Town receives nearly $22 million
for new water treatment plant

BY SPENCER KEmP
LocAL JOURNALISM
NITIATIVE REPORTER

The Government of Can-
ada and the Government
of Saskatchewan have an-
nounced $81.2 million in
joint funding for 23 infra-
structure projects across
Saskatchewan, including
one project in Esterhazy.

When the funding was
first made available, the
Town of Esterhazy applied
in hopes to receive funding
for a new water treatment
plant but was declined.

Esterhazy Mayor Grant
Forster says the town ap-
plied a second time with a
regional approach and was
accepted.

“We needed a new wa-
ter treatment plant, ours
was at the point where it
needed to be rebuilt be-
cause it is of that age and
we weren’'t going to be
able to continue to get it
certified by the Ministry of
Environment. We applied
for it three years ago and
we weren't successful the
first time around. It's a lot
of money and for whatever
reason, they decided we
weren’t worth the project.
We redid the proposal and
went at it from a regional
perspective. We've made
the facility so that we are
able to provide water for
other communities in the
area. As an example, if
Stockholm needs to up-

grade their water treatment
plant or their well dries
up, Esterhazy is in a posi-
tion where we can provide
them with water from our
system as long as a pipeline
gets built between the two
communities. So that’s the
approach we took the sec-
ond time around. We were
successful in getting it and
we believe it is because we
went with the regional ap-
proach,” said Forster.

Just under $10 million
was granted to the town of
Ester%wazy by the provincial
government for the con-
struction of a new, regional
water treatment plant.

The total cost of the proj-
ect comes to $29.9 million.
The Federal government
will cover 40 per cent of the
cost with a grant of $11.9
million and the provincial
government will contrib-
ute to 33 per cent of the cost
with a grant of $9.9 million.

The town will pay for
the remaining 27 per cent
of the project and will con-
tribute $7.9 million

“It's a regional water
treatment plant to replace
our existing water treat-
ment plant because of the
age and the state of the
facility. We will also al-
low the region access to
it to provide water to our
neighbors if needed,” said
Forster.

The plant will be built on
the northern side of Ester-

hazy and is estimated to
take around two years to
complete with construction
expected to start later this
year.

“From start to finish it
should take about two
to two and a half years.
We're hoping that we can
have shovels in the ground
sometime in July, or early
August if it’s not July. We
hope it is fully functional
by the summer of 2023 and
at the very latest early into
2024,” Forster explained.

He says the town has
sorely needed a new wa-
ter treatment plant and the
topic has been one that has
been discussed by the town
council for some time.

“It's something that’s
been talked about here for
a long time, just the need
for better quality water
and the replacement of the
water treatment facility. I
know previous councils
have looked at a variety of
different options and in the
end, all of them were pretty
expensive for the town to
go and do it on their own.
This council decided that
we were going to take this
approach and we started
putting away money so we
could put a facility up even
if we didn’t get the grant,
but it would have been on
a smaller scale. I think that
the community has been
good with the news,” he
said.

Forster said the new
plant is needed.

“Our water is notorious
for being terrible. It's not
like it's undrinkable, but
it'’s not pleasing. What
we're going to be able
to do with this project is
provide some really high-
quality water to the com-
munity.”

Once the new plant is up
and running, Forster says
there will no longer be a
use for the old water treat-
ment plant which will then
be demolished.

“There’s no value in
that building any longer. It
will stay in operation until
we're fully functional with
the new system but once
we're able to flip the switch
and go 100 per cent on the
new plant, the old plant
will be demolished.”

Once the project is com-
plete, Forster says that
Esterhazy residents can

expect a small increase in
water rates in town, but
notes that the quality of
water causes less stress and
damage to water heaters,
which Forster says have a
shorter lifespan in Esterha-
zy due to the current situ-
ation.

“We look at it as a break-
even situation. You might
be paying more every three
months for water, but you
shouldn’t have to be re-
placing the water heater
every three to five years
which is what we’re hear-
ing from our plumbers as
the average lifespan for a
water heater in town,” For-
ster explained.

With construction ex-
pected to start in mid to
late July or early August,
Forster says the town is ex-
cited to start the project.

“We're pretty excited
about it. We're really ex-
cited about the quality of

LU Doug’s f
Mobile Service Ltd.

SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts
Hwy. #3 East ® Melita, MB

(204) 522-8451

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

water we'll be getting in
Esterhazy,” Forster said.

RELOW FACTOR

NOW AVAILABLE

o Now selling
aluminum trailers

o SGREW PILES

o 30’ Self Supporting
Panels

Structural Steel Dealer

#1 Grade Coloured
1.20/sq. ft.
B+ Grade Coloured
$1.12/sq. ft.
B Grade Coloured
99¢/sq. ft.
B Grade Galvanized
93¢/sq. ft.
Multi Coloured Mill Ends
59¢/sq. ft.
0SB 4’x8’ Cedar 8” oc 3/8
$35/Sheet
WHITE PVC LINER
$1.45/SQ. FT.

Call us now for best
selection of lengths & colors!
ASK US ABOUT FUEL ALLOWANCE

FOUILLARD STEEL
SUPPLIES LTD.

ST.LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303
www.fouillardsteel.com

Have You Tested Your Livestock Water Source?

The Ministry of Agriculture’s livestock and feed
extension specialists can help with your livestock
water quality concerns. Contact us for:

« Water sampling;

+ Advice on testing; and

« Interpretation of water testing results.

Contact the Agriculture Knowledge Centre (AKC)
to be connected with your nearest specialist.

Producers can drop off their water

samples at their local regional office

or Saskatchewan Crop Insurance

Corporation office for these

free services.

saskatchewan.ca/agriculture

Toll-free number: 1-866-457-2377
Email address: aginfo@gov.sk.ca

Saskatchewan Jj
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Manitoba businesses breathe a sigh of relief
as Covid restrictions ease in province

BY SPENCER KEmP
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

On Saturday, June 26 businesses across
Manitoba celebrated eased restrictions.

The loosened Covid-19 restrictions al-
lowed for dine-in services at restaurants
and all businesses can now open at 25 per
cent capacity.

After extended lock downs, many small
businesses in rural Manitoba celebrated
the eased restrictions.

Newly opened
restaurant adapting

to restrictions

Tamara Bajus and her husband Kevin
opened a new business in Elkhorn in the
midst of the ever-evolving Covid-19 re-
strictions.

The husband and wife team opened an
ice cream shop and grill named K&T’s
Kitchen on Main Street in Elkhorn despite
the current lock down regulations.

Tamara Bajus says that the duo was able
to adapt to the restrictions while opening
in mid-June.

“We're just opening up. This past week-
end was our second weekend open so we
haven't really had to adapt at all. We just
opened with what the restrictions were at
the time. What we're doing isn’t really af-
fected by Covid,” said Bajus.

She says that so far the impacts of the
pandemic have been minimal and the
business has been able to adapt to the re-
strictions that were in effect.

“Ithasn’t been too bad. We've had amaz-
ing support from the town of Elkhorn and
the surrounding areas. It's actually been
okay and we’ve been aware of what we’re
up against so we just rolled with what it
was, we rolled with the punches.”

As many businesses celebrate eased re-
strictions, Bajus and her husband say that
Ké&T’s Kitchen will be unaffected as the
restaurant offers mostly take-out services.

“Nothing will change for us because we
aren’t doing dine-in. We don’t plan to do
dine-in at all, but we will have grab-and-
go take-out and ice cream. We will have
fresh stuff inside like salads, wraps, and
sandwiches. We're hoping to add that in
the next few weeks.

“You'll just walk in, grab your stuff, and
then you leave.”

The only concern that is on the minds of
the husband and wife duo is patio dining,
but they say it’s not yet an issue.

“The only thing we’re concerned about
is the patio. We might run up against some
issues with that but we don’t need to wor-
ry about it right now because our tables
aren’t in yet,” Bajus said with a laugh.

Ké&T’s Kitchen will remain open year-
round and sells burgers and ice cream.

Virden hair stylist thankful
for eased restrictions

Luc Huyghebaert owner of Luc’s Style,
a hair salon in Virden, says that the restric-
tions have proven tough for the personal
care industry.

He says that he feels it hasn’t been fair
that small businesses in rural Manitoba re-
ceived the same lock down measures as in
Covid hotspots such as Winnipeg.

“It's been quite the nuisance, especial-
ly in this area where we had hardly any
cases. Almost everything was linked to
Winnipeg but they still shut us down, and
of course, if you're not working it’s not a
good deal, is it?” Said Huyghebaert.

“I don’t think it’s fair, especially since
we're so close to the border. People just hop
and skip to the border, to Moosomin, and
do their shopping or get their hair cuts.”

While the restrictions have eased,
Huyghebaert says that the restrictions
have caused financial strain on his busi-
ness.

“It's been tough. There has been some
help by the government of course which
has been the only way to survive. It's not
like when you're working and you have
your regular income. You still have bills
even if you're not working. Some people
think everything is in our pocket but it
doesn’t work that way. We have to keep
up our building, our insurance, our taxes,
and everything that comes along with our
business.”

Thankfully under the new, eased restric-
tions, Huyghebaert says that he will be
able to offer a full service to his patrons as
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Left to right: Tamara, Tanner, Kyra, and Kevin Bajus pose in front of their newly opened business, K&T's
Kitchen, which opened in Elkhorn in mid-June.

he offers one-on-one service, something he
notes should have been a factor in the Tock
down measures put in place by the Mani-
toba government.

“I'm just a one-man show, so it’s just
been one person in and one person out
besides me. It’s different when you have a
big salon where you have people in rows
sitting there. It's not at all fair for the one-
on-one guy to be shut down the same.”

Looking across the border at Saskatch-
ewan, Huyghebaert questions if the Gov-
ernment of Manitoba took the right ap-
proach to the pandemic.

“It's been weird that we’ve been shut
down more but the virus caught up with
us anyways. We have a lot more cases than
in Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan didn’t
lock down. I don’t know if this was the
way to go or not, but I'm no doctor.

“Hopefully we can get this thing beat
soon and we can all have family back over
and friends and do business again. It's go-
ing to take a long time before things get
back to a ‘normal” normal,” said Huyghe-
baert.

Rural salon feeling the

impacts of lock downs

Kristina’s Salon in Elkhorn was impact-
ed hard by the Covid-19 restrictions that
were eased as of Saturday, June 26.

The restrictions in effect meant that
owner Kristina Walker could not have any
clients whatsoever. Walker says that the
harsh restrictions did not seem fair, noting
that some areas in North America current-
ly have no restrictions while Manitoba has
only recently eased theirs.

“I feel pretty disappointed that the
Manitoba Government has gone with the
choices they had made. We're hearing that
in the States there are football stadiums
and concerts and football games with 100
per cent capacity and travelling and here
you couldn’t even get a haircut. We're
just on opposite ends of the spectrum and
I can’t figure out why, especially in this
area. We had five cases as of a few days
ago so it just doesn’t make a lot of sense,”
Walker explained, also expressing frustra-
tion with salons and massage parlors be-
ing the first businesses to be forced to close
under Covid restrictions.

“We have always, as a small business,

been by appointments only. We rarely do
walk-ins anymore. Everything is sani-
tized, disinfected, and wiped down, and if
it couldn’t be disinfected it was thrown in
the garbage. Nothing was reused. We've
been doing these measures as normal
practice for us, everything is cleaned. The
precautions that we were taking aren’t
new to us so I don’t see why our industry
was so quick to be shut down. Especially
when we know who is coming in at exact-
ly what time and when they leave.”

Like many businesses in rural Manitoba,
Walker questions why small businesses in
rural communities are treated the same as
those in larger centres.

“It's not fair at all. We can’t just be
lumped into the same category as Win-
nipeg meanwhile you can just head 20
minutes West from here to Moosomin and
there are minimal restrictions. We're closer
to another province than we are to where
these outbreaks are happening. It doesn’t
make sense, it’s not fair that we are in that
same category provincially.”

While the Government of Manitoba has
provided grants and funding the business-
es impacted by the pandemic, Walker says
that she would have preferred her busi-
ness to be open.

“Manitoba is the only province that has
given out the Bridge Grants and we’ve
gotten the Canada Relief Benefits as well
and other things like that, but that money
has to come from somewhere so in the end
we're going to have to pay for it. I would
have much rather had my doors open than
be collecting government money,” said
Walker.

While the Government of Manitoba
continues to follow its 4-3-2-One Great
Summer opening plan, Walker remains
frustrated and confused as to why it is in-
effective, comparing it to Saskatchewan’s
reopening plan that is set to have all re-
strictions lifted by July 11.

“I'm disappointed. If the plans worked
in another province I don’t know why they
chose the go the route they did here. It real-
ly just leaves me speechless,” said Walker.

Virden Boston Pizza
taking time to hire

and train new staff
Jillian Irvine, owner of Boston Pizza in

Virden, says that the eased restrictions
have been welcome news to the business.

She says that while the 25 per cent lim-
ited dine-in capacity is low, it allows her a
chance to recruit and train new staff.

“We're really happy with the announce-
ment that Manitoba is going to start to
reopen. We open on Saturday and it was
great to see some familiar faces back in the
restaurant. The 25 per cent doesn’t give us
a lot to work with, but we’ll take what we
can get and it certainly is helping our staff
get into the swing of things and it allows
us a bit more time to hire and train some
new staff because like most restaurants
we did lose a lot of long-term employees
throughout the pandemic and we flaven’t
had the opportunity to hire and train new
staff in over a year because of all the open-
ing and closing and reopening of the busi-
ness. We're happy to be back at it,” said
Irvine.

“At the 25 per cent capacity, we have
enough staff to operate at that level. We're
just hiring and training as fast as we can to
beat the clock so that we're ready as soon
as it does move up to the 50 per cent ca-
pacity and we have the staff in place to do
s0. The new hiring grant that the Manitoba
government announced last week will be
extremely helpful in helping to manage
the cost to hire, recruit, and train employ-
ees.”

She says that prior to the eased restric-
tions, the restaurant was seeing a signifi-
cant financial strain as operations were
limited but were able to keep afloat.

“We were operating on 20 per cent of
our business but we just controlled our
variable expenses and took advantage of
all the different government assistance
programs.”

Moving forward, Irvine says there is
concern for when the grants and funding
are no longer available.

She says that she is worried that the
economy will not be in a position to allow
for a complete return to normal.

“As we slowly open up the economy
and things slowly get back to normal in my
mind the biggest fear is just the transition
when all the funding ends and hoping the
economy stabilizes to allow us to continue
our services. That is our fear, that little bit
of transition time, but things are looking
positive so far though,” said Irvine.
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Patricia Ballantyne’s Walk of Sorrow stops in Moosomin

ww Continued from page 3

But then I understood, because they’re
part of that inter-generational effect. She
may have not gone to residential school,
my foster dad did, my dad did, my mom
did, my late mom and all of them. From my
dad, she learnt what the residential school
was. And then I learnt because she didn’t
know what was going on, that it wasn't her
fault that I ended up there. It wasn’t her
fault, it was just a whole system, the way it
was run, the way they worked. Because at
that time if you were in foster care or if your
parents died then they would automati-
cally put you in the residence. Sign you up
and put you in the residence and you were
award of the state.

As you go through the different com-
munities are you hearing other people
open up and tell you their stories?

Yes. They are. They are and their kids sit
around and listen and they’re shocked.

Yesterday, one of the community mem-
bers, when we stopped in Ochapowace,
one of the community members came to us
the next day and talked to us and said “It's
a good thing you came here. It opened up
our elders. Those stories, they didn’t share
any of those stories before when we were
talking about residential schools.” They're
healing, they’re starting their healing, but
none of them really talked about anything
that happened to them and that was the
first time they got to hear their elders talk
about it and open up and let out their emo-
tions about what happened to them in the
residential schools.

I was hogeful. It gave me hope, it gave
me strength that I'm going the right way,
I'm doing the right thing.

So now as I go, before I even leave this
town, already people in Virden, the next
town over, they’re waiting. When do you
think you're going to be here? What time
do you think you'll arrive? I don’t know,
it depends on our walkers. It all depends
how the weather and if it starts thundering
and lightening then we'll stop but if it's just
raining then we’ll keep going. But they’re
all waiting for us.

Are you surprised by how much sup-
port there is? Did you expect that people
would be welcoming you along?

I was actually very shocked and it gives
me hope that our people are wanting to
learn. The youth that are here with us, they
want to learn, they want to walk for their
parents, they want to walk for their grand-
parents, they want to walk against the fos-
ter care system.

There are different needs here. There are
a few of us that have been to residential
schools, a couple that were in the foster care
system, and then there’s our elder who was
in a residential school, and then we have a
veteran here from the army that is suﬁ)port-
ing us and was against residential schools.

So we have different representations,
what they’re walking for, but it’s all about
healing, it’s all about coming together,
learning to open up, learning to talk, learn-
ing to be strong, learning not to be scared to
tell your story.

ether you were in a residential school,
whether you were in foster care, whether
you were in the day school or boarding
school. Day school and residential school
were the same, they were run by the same
people, the churches and Indian affairs.

So what’s your best hope for what your
walk is going to accomplish? Ten years
from now, when you look back on it,
what do you want to tell people about this
walk? What do you hope comes from this?

I just hope that they continue be open
and honest, and let the Canadian non-First
Nations know what really happened in the
residential schools and start your healing.
Once you start talking, you'll be healing. So
I'm hoping our people by that time in 10
years are past that healing stage and their
children and the next generation too.

Because a lot of times, our people, they
are proud people, they are humble people,
so they don’t speak out openly. But I'm
hoping with this they start speaking out
and speaking up for themselves, speaking
up for their communities, speaking up for
their grandchildren because this is what
it’s really about. It's about the future of our
grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
because if we're stuck in this same situation
now where they’re not talking, that’s still
going to create depression, that's going to
create anxiety, that’s going to cause alcohol
abuse, homelessness, drug abuse. All those

Walkers on the highway east of Moosomin.

social issues we have in our communities is
due to that inter-generational trauma they
suffered in residential schools.

A lot of times when you go to therapy
they say talk about it, it’s good for you. I
noticed from the time I was a kid when I
remember being around my grandparents
there was a lot of laughter. But now, all
families are disconnected. I want to bring
those connections back and healing oneself
is going to bring those connections back
and the elders will be involved again. Be-
cause nowadays, they’re not even looking
to the elders anymore, even checking them.
So I'm hoping t{nis brings them back to that
kinship. Rebuild those connections with
their families, rebuild our communities.

Once we rebuild our families, we can
rebuild our communities and make them
stronger. I'm hoping all our social issues
will start being taken care of and looked at.
It doesn’t help anything that our funding
gets cut too, our mental health got cut, so-
cial programming got cut on our reserves.
Without that, how are we supposed to get
our youth and elders into counselling, or
get more elders to come in to help.

What'’s the main message you want to
get across to the leaders in Ottawa when
you get there?

Just the policies, the childcare policies
need to be changed for our future genera-
tions. We need to have a clear understand-
ing and respect for our First Nations people.
Don'’t push us aside when it gets too tough
to answer our questions, don’t ignore us
and let it sit there until it’s forgotten, deal
with it right now, listen to the people in
the communities, not the mental health
workers on what they need. The people in
the community, our elders, our youth. Sit
down with each community, talk to them.
Talk to them and ask them what they need.
And talk to the elders, they’re the best ones
who know, because they're the ones who
advise us and they’re the ones who will
know what is best for our community.

The provincial government said they’re
willing to put $2 million into helping re-
search some of the residential school sites.
Do you think that’s a step in the right di-
rection? Are you happy to see that or do
you think they need to do a lot more?

It is, it is,  am happy to see that, that it's
moving fast. Since I started my walk, ev-
erything’s been moving fast, and even the
university scientists and the First Nations
people working with them came and found
us on the highway to let us know to just
keep walking and praying. Because that's
what we do, we walk and pray and ask the
Creator to bring all our lost loved ones to be
found, that's what we pray for. We pray for
our elders to start healing.

It sur}]irised us that they came and found
us on the highway and told us “Yes, what
you're doin%‘is good. It's brining it to atten-
tion. Everything is moving fast and there
are more kids out there, we just can’t say
where and how many right now until we
have a precise number.” We are finding
more.

But then we have to wait until we have

all the grounds covered and then there’s so
many schools that they have to go to before
they can put a number to all these babies
that have been found.

How long is it going to take you to get
to Ottawa?

I'm thinking until mid-August. Because
there’s people waiting for us to walk for us
and we do a relay style so it's faster. We'll
go two or three kilometers and then the
next one walks. That goes faster, because
before when we started with the three of us,
we were tired because we were doing six
miles, 10 miles. So now that we have more
people it’s easier on our legs and bodies.

And it’s easier on the mind because we
all have that support together. We have that
support for eacﬁ other. Alot of times during
our walk we get emotional because of all

the things we pray about and let go along
the road. So far it's been a good experience
that we are supporting each other. And we
do see that we are starting to heal slowly in
our own ways.

How do you think this is going to
change you? How do you think you’re go-
ing to be different at the end of this?

I think it just makes me stronger. It will
make me stronger and more vocal. I no-
ticed that I've gotten louder because I'm
not a person to speak publicly. With people
talking to me it helps me get it out, and Ilet
them know this is what I'm doing this for.
I'm doing this for healing and hoping that
policies will change that.

And I know it's going to just make me
stronger and make me more loud for our
people.

REGISTER NOW FOR

Continuing Care

Assistant

Whitewood Campus

Starts September 20, 2021

Adult Basic
Education

Whitewood Campus

Starts September 7, 2021

Electrician

Moosomin Campus

Starts September 20, 2021

( Southeast

College

For more information or to register

visit www.southeastcollege.org
or call 1-866-999-7372
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One step toward a broader vision for Cowesses

w Continued from Page 14

That's where we're at right now. That's why in
our funding agreement there’s startup capital. We
are creating our team now, we're not rushing it,
but we're doing it at a pace where we feel we need
to do it now to have a full team ready to do this
with all of our over 160 protection files, our 4,300
citizens ready to serve and prevention. We need
about a staff of 60, and so right now we have a
staff of 20, and so we are building that momentum.

The second will be we need office space and so
we are utilizing current Cowessess office space
and we're assessing if our organization will have
its own building or are we just going to refurbish
something else.

And then thirdly we’ve got to realize our other
departments and services are effected by this.
How does it impact education? How does it im-
pact housing?

And so with all of that, that's why we wanted a
two year funding agreement. We decided on the
two years because in a year and a half we’re going
to learn so much about what we got and what we
need next, and when we get back to the table we’ll
share what we’re missing and what is working. =

How long will it be until the new system is ful-
ly implemented and every child is under the care
of Cowessess First Nation?

Right now we're looking at two years. So right
now we have some files in protection and we have
all prevention and we have all operations, and so just be-
cause the files are not under one of our roofs, we still have
final say when it comes to our children.

We just don’t want to transfer all files over on one day
because we want everything to make a positive impact as
they transition over. Some files are easy, some files come
with a little more understanding, so we want to make
sure we do it in a good way.

Do you think that the agreement that you came up
with could be a template for First Nations across the
country? Could you see a lot of others following the
same path?

When you're asking about the co-ordination agreement,
absolutely, but when it comes to the laws, every nation is
at a different stage in their healing journey.

Our law is called the Miyo Pimatisiwin Act and that is
our legislation. In Canadian law, their legislation is called
Bill C-92. Our Indigenous law is called the Miyo Pima-
tisiwin Act which coincides with Bill C-92. So our law is
based on our healing journey, our judicial system. So that
one could be looked at, but other nations would come up
with their own law based on where they’re at.

/

ENTERPRISES%D.

27 Railway Ave. |

- -

Chief Cadmus Delorme signing a co-ordination agree-
ment with the federal and provincial governments for the
implementation of Cowessess' child and family services.

How important is this step in coming to whatever
your vision is of the future for Cowessess?

This is foundational. We strive for self-government, we
strive to coexist in a treaty relationshiE with all Canadi-
ans. Cowessess First Nation, we are rights holders, we are
what you could consider a dual-citizen in this country.
We have our first people’s rights, which we have never
given up, but at the same time we are proud Canadians,
we have Canadian passports.

It’s not like we're trying to ask to get special treatment,
we just have to realize the truth in this country is that
First Nations people have a fiduciary relationship, have a
shared land perspective.

So this is a part of our end goal because we need to gain
control of what we have, and controlling the heartbeat to
our nation with our children and the best impact and best
plan for them, this is what Indigenous people live for. We
live for our children, and children yet unborn. So this is
foundational to our growth plan.

What are the next steps to build on that foundation?
We want to focus on governance. We want a good gov-
ernment structure that is economic friendly to work in

We are your source

TRAEGER,
LOUISIANA
& PIT BOSS GRI
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Redvers, SK |

agriculture, to work in industry, to work in all dif-
ferent sectors so we can be more self-sustaining.

We have to exit the Indian Act at our pace. In
the Indian Act there is membership. How do you
define a Cowessess citizen? We want to define
who we are. We want to make sure that we exit
the Indian Act at our pace. We've got a lot of work
to do. This is a celebration in the confidence that
we can do it, so we're going back to the drawing
table and we're going to see what's next.

How important are some of those economic
development issues? I know you've got the
solar farm on the go and you've got that wind
farm. How important are things like that in get-
ting to where you want to go?

Economic self-sustainability, that is our biggest
focus. We are renewable energy, we have 1.2 MW
right now. By the end of the summer we're going
to have an additional 10 MW solar field within
two years. We're working on that 200 MW tur-
bine field (the Bekevar project—see page 3). We're
in agriculture. Cowessess has a lot of agriculture
land. This year we're farming ourselves, under
our corporation company of Cowessess, 4,500

acres. We want to expand that. We have gas sta-
tions, we have many things that we want to get
into.

This creates jobs. Every child should wake up
some time during the week to watch their parents
get ready for work, that is huge in strengthening
families. Having solar panels makes kids want to get into
engineering and science, it’s changing the modern focus
of education. We're going to have students that want to
8o to agronomy school.

It's what is going to keep the momentum strong in find-
ing our role in modern day life when it comes to econom-
ics.

What do you see as the future for Cowessess First Na-
tion? What is your vision?

Cowessess First Nation is going to be a major economic
player in this province and in this country. Truth and rec-
onciliation, we must all walk it together, and as Canadi-
ans reflect right now on the history. It's a tough history to
reflect on.

Truth is going to be uncomfortable but as we agree
and realize there’s one truth, there’s going to be one First
Nation that is Cowessess First Nation that’s going to be
growing, and we're going to be growing at a pace where
people are going to be like “I get it. I want to see Cowes-
sess grow more because it helps in understanding that the
truth hurts, but reconciliation is happening.”

So we want to be that reconciliation example.

for We also carry a

great selection
of Pellets, Rubs
& Sauces!

LLS!
~ FURNITURE & ELECTRONICS

306-452-6309

&F VISIT US ON FACEBOOK




28 Plain and Valley

Send us your photos of summer fun around
the region this summer for a chance
to win $100 and have your
photos published in the newspaper!

Photos can be emailed to
photos@world-spectator.com

Alyssa Jones photo

July 2021

Tiffany Swallow photos

Above left: Harper Swallow at Melville Beach.

Above right: Griffin Swallow

Above left: Maddex, Corbin, Dexton Minty at Bird's Point Beach.
Above right: Taya, Oaklan, and Nixon Hockley selling iced tea and cookies on
Wright Road in Moosomin, SK

H|GG
Electric

204-748-1753

Give us a call for all your
Residential, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical and
Line Locating needs.

Serving Southwest Manitoba and
Southeast Saskatchewan for 40 Years!

Virden, MB

info@higgelec.com

O Rubberstone
Cover your ugly
concrete!
Sidewalks,
Driveways, Decks,
Horsetrailers
Polyspartic and
Epoxy Flake on
garage and
basement floors

O Tree Removal,
Cutting& Stump
Grinding

SINCE 2006

O Farm yard windrow
restoration

O Industrial &
Residential Hedge
Trimming

O Landscaping

O Demolition
(cabins, garages)

O

Cement take out and [

hauling
O Light Carpentry
O Deck Building

Ali Kowaluk photo

Above: Winston Kowaluk lovin' pop’s cows!

Brick Driveways;
Fireplaces

Lot sweeping
Skidsteer work
Auger holes

(4" to 24"-13"
deep)

Certified screw piles
Asphalt sealing &
crack filling
(Commercial &
Residential)
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PLUS A BRADLEY SMOKER (s400 VALUE) 8

Shop at these participating Vlr‘eigf;aﬁon
businesses and enter to win a Watersorts
$100 gift certificate to each business! NOW THE CLCPPE

Draw Date: September 10, 2021

FOR
VIRDEN'G/
CELEBRATION
-FORD SALES- HOME AND vARD  [¥ s
see ver o B
Service ¢ Parts  Autobody ¢ Detailing

1-800-880-4533 + (306) 435-3313 SUPPLES B EQUIPHENT
#1 Highway East « Moosomin, SK z‘m,i’;;’fs,m,g

E sales@virdenag.ca

celebrationford.com

TOLL FREE 1-888-877-7623

W3ALVERINE"

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
FOR EVERYTHING
FIREARMS, ARCHERY
& OUTDOORS

VIRDEN, MB

P(204) 748-2454
E SALES@WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

8 4
- ERIN S I.DIAI Your
PHARMACY Commanity
ESTERHAZY’S ONLY LOCALLY Builder
OWNED & OPERATED PHARMACY! VALLEYVIEW Enter at all
» Free Compliance Packaging » Medication Reviews
> Minor Ailment Prescribing > Injection Services FOOD STORE AGRO CENTRE GAS BAR Borderland
et Pl 2047482520  204-748-2843  204-748-1317 Co-0p
250 PRINCESS ST. W. 430 FRONTAGE RD. 114 7TH AVE. S. .
Serving Virden, Kenton, Pierson, Oak Lake, Oak River, Melita and Reston locations

BUSINESS HOURS:
—the - g Monday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. * Sunday: Closed

UPT()WN Laur www.kullbergs.ca

Store
e = 204-748-3331
HOURS: 10 AM-8 PM MONDAY-SATURDAY ‘ TOLL FREE: 1-888-871-6265
NOON-7PM SUNDAY J._ :u | | bep s — = VISIT US ONLINE: www.virdenford.ca
Main St. & South Front St. - Moosomin, SK 5}(}75" &5(&'5" Facebook: Virdenford < Twitter: virden_ford
- . ? Instagram: virdenfordsales
306-435-4001 346 KNG STREET » vikoen, ws () 173 KING STREET EAST, VIRDEN, MANITOBA, ROM 2C0

GIFTABLES ¢ COLD BEER ° WINE ¢ SPIRITS TO GO

Liquor Franchise & s —— o = - :
. Reverse Osmosis B —
P ESTERHAZY

. B\ottled Water 2,
Monday: Closed -
Tuesday - Friday: 11 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Group Of Compam €s F re Sh m a r t
Saturday: 10a.m. - 5:30 p.m. S: Monday - Friday: 7:30 am - 5: E
Home Delivery & E o e -el
In Store Pil,‘k':}lllll urday: 8 am- 4 pm - Sunday: CLOS www.EsterhazyFreshmart.ca

306-745-3500

515 Main Street - Esterhazy, SK

122 Ellice Street, Rocanville SK 306-435-4143 - m_vw.ilaman.com
306-645-2828 Moosomin, SK
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Shop at these participating businesses and
enter, to win a $100 gift certificate to each business!

We deliver professional

SIGNAGE, PRINTING

BRANDED APPAREL &
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
with great customer care!

[ JO)

www.positivesigns.ca & 425 Main St. Esterhazy

p)
F
-

KARI’S KLOSET

FASHIONS FOR ALL WOMEN

DEX « FDJ - TRIBAL « GUESS « CHARLIEB
SOFTINO « ASPORTUGUESAS « BOS&CO « NAOT - BUENO

306-435-2738

705 Main Street « Moosomin, SK -« kariskloset@hotmail.ca

WWW.KARISKLOSETONLINE.COM  f

" f ‘_ %«/‘- M/eﬁ
o

.7 Flower m store and

i, much more/
oA

306-745-2965

457 Main Street » Esterhazy, SK
efb@sasktel.net

Open Monday - Friday:

Brand Name clothing

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and footwear for
Saturday: men, women
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. & children Gailll
Moosomin SK , 306-4535-3856
MePhail Authorized YETI Dealer « Free People
THRAVIEI, & OrbClothing * Toms e Tentree * LOLE
& BOUTIQUE El Naturalista ® Fig * The Giving Keys

Sun Bum e Undercarriage  Miz Mooz
Spiritual Gangster ¢ Mantra Bands
Pottery & Much More!

Fully Appointed Travel Agency

m www.facebook. I L...Jl

Open Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to  p.m.

il.travel. boutique

reat Selection)of Car;
ight{Truck; Ag &

2:!1 Hour:

" Service!

Let 0ur Fam:ly Help Your Family!
1004 North Front Street, Moosomin, SK
306-435-2949

“We Want To Satisfy You”

radleg ssqn Ltd. Hovwer Altic & 4

VIRDEN, MB

est. 1946

1102 PARK AVE. I MOOSOMIN, SK

306-435-3367
BRADLEYGM.COM

e [
oo, [HEHD
Bmiljova CITIZEN

N gmm

CORKOICLE. 3T ANUSCHHA

Open Mon. to Fri.
9am - 6 pm

i il e ]
¥ Enter as strangers...
leave as friends

Kassies's Jewelry
& Giftware

630 Main St. « 306.435.2977

¢ PII
b‘wy\“
L’

KIPLING, SK * 306-736-2242 (PHARMACY)
306-736-2992 (TIM HORTONS)

Essential &8

» Wellness Spa

Mussuge Therupy Esthetics, Sugaring Hair Removal

465 MAIN | ESTERHAZY, SK

709 Main St. — Moosomin, SK

306-740-7732 306-435-2725

www.schedulicity.com/scheduling/PHEMRT

DRUG MART
« Wide selection of sunscreen, bug SaSkTeI

sprays, after-sun & Glassers TV Service i
after-bite products
« Garden & Yard Decor

¢ Qutdoor Summer Toys & Games~ -

306-745-6662 — Esterhazy, SK.

el JOU7X

Main Street

Moosomin, SK
306-435-3040

Monday- Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thursdays: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

ESTERHAZY
&P FORD.COM
306-435-2518 »

SALES/SERVICE
' 1.877.868.9871

See us for all of your sewing
and decorating needs, custom draperies
and a complete line of
Hunter Douglas Window Fashions!

info@esterhazyford.com

HWY 22 & 80
ESTERHAZY, SK
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Shop at these participating businesses and
enter to win a $100 gift certificate to each business!

SERVICE LTD

VEVERSATILE
2 miles north on Hwy #8 @PPEB o
Moosomin, SK =G0

306-435-5800 Fermicns s

www.rpmserviceltd.com &grifae

Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Saturday - 9 am-5:30 pm
602 Birtle Street « Moosomin, SK

306-435-3252

Moosomin, SK 306-435 3906
Hardwood * Laminate -« Tile
Carpet * Linoleum + Vinyl
%{.‘\Hﬁ;‘c_lfquitchen C_La_f,t___ Calginets

Universe Satellite
Sales Ltd.

520 Railway Ave. + Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669

www.universesatellite.com

jEZGO)
@ ;\RIE N!“‘_‘“ nxurﬂ

ChickenChef

ESTERHAZY LANGENBURG
300 Kennedy Drive 421 Kaiser William Ave E
Esterhazy, SK Langenburg, SK

306-745-2688 306-743-2688

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner « Dine-In or Take-Out
See our full menu online at www.chickenchef.com

ME@ s N QME&

i Ly Im

E WELL WITH

PHARMASAVE

Your Locally Owned Hometown Pharmacy

630 MAIN ST. MOOSOMIN, SK

100% LOCALLY OWNED
(306) 435-3345
pharmasave.com/Moosomin

MULLETT’S

Here's @ Home

How. hardware

Your one-stop summer shop for
hardware, household and outdoor supplies!

306-435-3919 "l e

604 Gordon St. - Moosomin, SK e
Visit us on Facebook! | 4
www.homehardware.ca

WEST WIND

FLORIST & GREENHOUSE

306 435 2829
dana@westwin: dflorist.ca

phone

wwestwindflorist.ca
wwwww dilorist
1611 Broadway Ave. Moosomin, SK

location

VIRDEN

FOOTUJERR

220 Nelson St. W. « Virden, MB
204-748-2382

ﬁ’.\ = 1
ENTERPRISES%D

Furniture & Electronics

Traeger
Grills

Furniture

Electronics
27 Railway Ave, Redvers SK
306-452-6309

oy \OW\CAQ % %lﬁ e.Moppe
306-645-2121

106 ELLICE STREET

Mane'tain your look, home & wardrobe

(@] 7K<TIRE

Honestly driven.
505 MOOSE ST. » MOOSOMIN, SK

306-435-2220

the Vi —
wireless
age

306-745-1600

www.thewirelessage.com

™

V

[

vV E R BN

SPORT&FASHION

480-7th Ave. < Virden, MB
204-748-2143

Bumper to Bumper®

CANADA'S PARTS PEOPLE
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2017 Do&i ge ° ;VD o seat.
ow n’ Go Seats
Compass . Ready for Gran

* 61,000 kms
STOCK# OTO66A all roads GI ANT STaoch?‘ILaz? i

s f "
19,999 &7 7- Y- ﬂEiEBp ATE *23,539 (€7 T e
2017 Ford - Lariat Sport

2016 VW - Greaton Gas

Jetta  socon E&Z"“ M F-150 | Sx000kms
STOCK# 0T144C STOCK# 1P127 Ecoboost
49,831 G

I - :
PER WEEK I PER WEEK d
2018 Chev - Only 26,000 kms g b 2013 Chev U7 :
« Amazing - . - * One-Owner
| — 0 -

2017 Jeep - ‘lowkms

* Local Trade

Silverado Condition Sonic - Auto

STOCK# 1P094 *5.3L ‘.-:‘ - STOCK# 1P033A
44,637 $10,900 L
d [) 900 @1 1
65,000 kms F * 5.3L . « Lariat Sport
2018 Bu“:k « Avenir - —" 20‘.1 GMcC « Elevation 2019 Ford « Twin-Panel Roof
Enclave « Great Colour = Sierra Series

F-150 + 47000 kms  f—

STOCK# 170498

$58,529 $2 26

2018 Chey - Great Color
= « 84,000 kms
Silverado . Local Truck

STOCK# 1P115 STOCK# 1T124A

35,359 (T X1 P S 543 905 5169

2018 Ford - SEL 7 i 2018 Ford * Heated/Cooled Seats 2019 Jayco - Nexttonew! P
* 4WD -Jb « Twin-Panel Roof __ A =

* Executive
Escape . 33000 kms i s F-150 . 54000 kms GRAEgngEgcll-\!T Owned
STOCK# 1T086A — STOCK# 1T053A

¥ 554,129 $2 o 8 REFLECTIONS + 2 Slides

STOCK# 1T087A STOCK# 1T088A « Leather

39,889 I X = Ll 537996 5136

2017 Kia * 20LTurbo ’ 2020 Ford - 26,000 kms
« Leather ”\ « SEL
Sorento . ocalTrade T Escape « 2WD

STOCK# 072478

23,073

STOCK# 1P164A

54,9

Guy Wall
(306) 435-0215

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

RV & CABIN
MATTRESSES!!

We have the best prices for RV & Cabin Mattresses | |

Peautyrest
ASHLEY

L FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, INC.

815 BROADWAY AVE. MOOSOMIN, SK
STORE HOURS:

10 AM - 5:30 PM - MONDAY - FRIDAY
E 10 AM - 3 PM - SATURDAYS (CLOSED AFTER JUNE 26)

AYL If 306-435-2154

shop from home @

zaylie.ca

All proper precautions will be taken for delivery.
Payment available over the phone or e-transfer




