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Students at École St. Lazare are working 
on a mosaic mural to celebrate the com-
munity’s French heritage. Because most of 
the materials were donated by local busi-
nesses, the total cost of the project is only 
$1,000, which is covered by CDEM—the 
economic development council for Mani-
toba’s francophone communities.

CDEM has embarked on a branding 
project and wants all French-speaking 
communities to display the C’est Si Bon 
symbol in a prominent place.

Village councillor Cheri Chartier want-
ed to do a mosaic like Binscarth school did 
as a school project a few years ago, so she 
met with the principal at Binscarth to see 
how they did it and what was involved, 
and planned a similar mosaic project for 
École St. Lazare, incorporating the C’est Si 
Bon symbol.

The C’est Si Bon symbol will appear 
at the centre of the wagon wheel design 

when it is finished.
Chartier approached Grace Grabauskas 

who is on the support staff at the school 
and often does artwork and murals for 
grad and other special events and asked 
for her help with the project.

She came up with the wheel design and 
she and Chartier decided to put pictures 
inside each ‘spoke’ of the wheel to repre-
sent St. Lazare’s community, culture, faith, 
and other aspects of what makes the vil-
lage unique.

Grabauskas did the drawings and trans-
ferred them to the wood with carbon pa-
per donated by the World-Spectator.

Chartier ordered the supplies from 
Fouillard Carpet and Fouillard Discount. 
“They were very helpful and donated 
many of the porcelain tiles for the mosaic,” 
Chartier says. “It’s amazing that we were 
able to get everything we needed right 
here in town!”

PotashCorp supplied the safety equip-
ment (safety glasses and gloves) for break-
ing the tile safely.

École St. Lazare principal Gilles Nor-
mandeau wanted everyone in the school 
—staff and students—to all have a hand 
in making the mosaic. Over the past two 
weeks there have sometimes been as many 
as 18 or 20 students working on it all at 
once in a small room in the school—and 
sometimes small groups of students go 
down and work on it.

“Everyone from the Maternelle (kinder-
garten) to the Grad class has had an op-
portunity to come in and work on it,” said 
Chartier, “as have the support staff and 
teachers. Every person in the school has 
done something.”

When the mosaic mural is finished it 
will hang on the outside brick wall of the 
school for everyone to see. Chartier says 
the artists tried their best to find tiles and 

grout for outdoor use and sealed the wood  
properly so that it will last a long time ex-
posed to the elements. 

“Our hope is that it will last a long 
time and the kids who worked on it will 
eventually bring their own children to the 
school to see what they have done,” says 
Chartier.

The mosaic mural will be eight feet in 
diameter. “We started with two 4x8 piec-
es of plywood, traced the circle on, and 
Fouillard Discount cut it into eight pie-
shaped wedges for us,” Chartier explains. 
“We tiled the wheel around the outside 
first, then worked on the pictures and the 
spokes after.”

Once the entire mosaic is completed, the 
Division Scholaire Franco-Manitobaine 
maintenance staff will assemble it on the 
wall and run lighting to it. 

A date will be set in June for the mosaic 
to be unveiled.

Students at École 
St. Lazare work on a 
mosaic mural that will 
be installed on the 
front of the school. 
The mosaic will be un-
veiled in June.

Cheri Chartier photos
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• A couple from New Jersey spent the weekend in an 
Atlantic City casino and went home with $15,000. Not 
too unusual, you say? The pair had not played any of the 
slot machines, but instead had cleaned out 60 Coca-Cola 
vending machines on hotel floors of the Taj Mahal Casino 
Resort.

• An 18-year-old used a Middletown (OH) High School 
purchasing order number to place orders for thousands of 
lollipops and candy bars from Michigan-based The Good-
ies Factory. He charged the $37,000 “sweet deal” to his 
former school. 

• Chuck Shepherd called this bit, ‘We Welcome Our 
New Monkey Overlords.’ Researchers have recently 
observed monkeys planning future combat, as well as 
perhaps teaching their young to floss. A researcher from 
Sweden’s Lund University described a daily ritual of a 
30-year-old chimpanzee that loathes human visitors and 
begins every morning by roaming his enclosure to collect 
stones and placing them strategically in handy piles for 
subsequently hurling at irksome visitors.

• A 68-year-old woman in Jeonju, South Korea, has al-
ready failed her written driver’s test 771 times, but has 
full plans to try again. She has already spent about $3,000 
on fees. She tried the test almost every day starting in 
2005, but has slowed to once a week.

• Anthony Burres of Omaha, Neb, greatly appreciated 
the honesty of strangers. He was riding his motorcycle 
when the wallet loaded with hundred-dollar bills fell from 
his pocket onto the street. A posse of strangers rounded 
all except one $100 bill. One person had followed him to 
tell him of his loss and by the time he returned the money 
($2,400) had been gathered up.  

• Back in November, the Ontario Court of Appeal over-
turned the conviction of Antonio Batista. They decided his 
“death threat” against a Mississauga city council member, 
in the form of a sonnet on long-neglected potholes, was 
more likely literary expression.

• Michael Jackson is auctioning hundreds of awards 
and other personal items in April. “He’s not selling every-
thing,” said Jim Barach. “Apparently he is holding onto 
three of his old noses for sentimental reasons.”

• A 58-year-old man in Newfoundland is facing an as-
sault charge after he punched a waiter for serving a steak 
that was “too meaty.” Apparently he expected more fat 
on his steak.

• A philosophy student, who was kicked out of Eras-
mus University in Rotterdam because of his smelly feet, 

has won the right to start attending lectures again. Teunis 
Tenbrook fought a 10-year legal battle after complaints 
from professors and other students. 

• Benjamin Daniels, 28, was cited for public intoxica-
tion after observers complained about a man riding a 
white horse on the street during a blinding snowstorm in 
the northern Wyoming town of Cody. He was put in the 
drunk tank overnight.

• Daniel Petric, 15 at the time, shot his parents (killing 
his mother) back in October 2007 because they took away 
his violent Halo 3 video game. In January 2009, Judge 
James Burge pronounced Petric guilty of murder, reject-
ing his lawyers’ claim that Petric was insane at the time 
because he had confused “killing” cartoon avatars with 
killing humans. While he declared that the kid was not in-
sane, the judge acknowledged that Petric “had no idea at 
the time he hatched this plot that if he killed his parents, 
they would be dead forever.” 

• Over the last four decades, a Japanese businessman 
had buried about $6 million dollars in his garden for safe-
keeping. He then discovered that the money had been 
dug up by a thief. The man died within two months of 

the theft.  
• NASA reported that the urine-to-drinking-water pro-

cessor is malfunctioning on the space station. “The quality 
of the water,” noted Argus Hamilton, “has gone from spring 
brook, to city tap water down to public kiddy pool.”

• A Monterey County jury has ordered the state of Cali-
fornia to pay $8.6 million to a motorcyclist who was se-
verely injured when he struck six wild boars on a state 
highway in 2003. Adam Rogers deserved compensation 
for his injuries because officials knew that wild pigs regu-
larly crossing a certain stretch of highway, but they did 
nothing about it. Rogers is now confined to a wheelchair. 
The driver did have a BAC of .10 but the jury ruled it did 
not cause the accident.

• The Smoking Gun reported Thursday that Sham 
Wow commercial spokesman Vince Shlomi got in a fight 
with a prostitute in his hotel room. “It’s easy to deduce 
what started the fight,” wrote Hamilton. “When he or-
dered one prostitute he thought he’d get two, plus free 
steak knives.” 

Gene Hauta

High school charged for thousands of sweets
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BY JACQUES MARCIL
SENIOR ECONOMIST

CANADA WEST FOUNDATION
It won’t be easy. But some-

how, Canadians will have 
to get used to being led by 
a new and unassuming eco-
nomic champion: Saskatch-
ewan.

Not only did Saskatch-
ewan lead Canada in eco-
nomic growth last year, it is 
also in solid contention for 
doing the same this year. In 
fact, many analysts expect 
the economy of every other 
province but Saskatchewan 
to shrink this year.

In addition to being the 
birthplace of public health 
care and the home of Corner 
Gas, Saskatchewan can now 
brag that it is Canada’s eco-
nomic bright spot and not 
just the province that is easi-
est to draw. While any other 
province would be glad just 
to be near the top in any eco-
nomic category in 2008, Sas-
katchewan posted Canada’s 
best performance in exports, 
retail sales, wholesale trade, 
building permits, and capital 
investment.

As manufacturing pow-
erhouses were being shut 
down and resource prices 
dropped elsewhere in the 
country, spreading job layoffs 
and uncertainty, Saskatch-
ewan’s economy leapt ahead 
of the Canadian pack thanks 
to the unique circumstances 
surrounding the province’s 
huge stash of potash.

Potash? Most Canadians 
probably think that potash 
is some sort of exotic soup 
or the remnants of a particu-
larly wild party. Newsflash: 
potash is potassium chlo-
ride, a mined pink mineral 
used in the production of 
fertilizers. Not only does 
Saskatchewan produce a lot 
of the world’s wheat, it also 
supplies the key ingredient 
in the fertilizer that keeps 
the world fed.

With more than half of 
the world’s reserves, Sas-
katchewan is to potash what 
Saudi Arabia is to oil. If one 
combines today’s very high 
level of worldwide demand 
for potash with the extraor-
dinary level reached by its 
price (three times what it 
was in 2007, and nearly six 
times its level of the previous 
15 years), it’s easy to see why 
Saskatchewan is the place to 
be.

In 2008, Saskatchewan 
created more jobs than ever 
in its history. Things were 
so hot that some industries 
faced labour shortages, to the 
point that Premier Brad Wall 
visited job fairs outside the 
province to try to attract new 
workers.

Last year also marked the 
province’s return above the 
million mark in population, 
a level last reached in 2001. 
Saskatchewan’s population 
growth in 2008 was the stron-
gest in almost 50 years. One 
third of this advance was the 
result of a positive interpro-
vincial migration balance for 
the second year in a row fol-
lowing 22 years of exodus.

Things were so good in 
2008 that the government has 
been able to cut taxes, invest 
in infrastructure AND bal-
ance the books. Meanwhile, 
the federal government and 
most of the provinces were 
speeding back into deficit 
territory and trying to iden-
tify some long-term distant 

target date for getting back 
into the black.

What about 2009? The cur-
rent year is turning out to be 
quite different from last year 
at the global level, if only be-
cause most of the world will 
spend it in recession. This will 
make things more difficult 
for an export-driven econo-
my like Saskatchewan’s. In 

addition, Saskatchewan pot-
ash producers are curtailing 
production to limit supply 
and keep prices high. This is 
good news for the provincial 
government’s coffers, but 
less so for the 3,500 people 
employed in potash mining. 
Despite this, Saskatchewan 
will remain ahead of the Ca-
nadian pack.

What does this mean for 
the rest of the country? First, 
Saskatchewan’s growth steps 
in just as Alberta’s oil-based 
force diminishes, which 
maintains the West’s leader-
ship presence in the overall 
economic picture of Canada 
as viewed both locally and 
from abroad.

Second, the potash suc-

cess confirms yet again that, 
despite all the diversification 
that has occurred over the 
past few decades, Canada 
cannot dodge its fate as a 
major global player in the 
area of natural resources, 
especially given the benefits 
that are attached.

But the most significant 
impact of Saskatchewan’s 

leap forward has to do with 
other Canadians’ perception 
of the province. Over the 
next few years the country’s 
attention will be fixed on 
Saskatchewan and the rest of 
the country will learn more 
about it than it probably did 
in over a generation. “Sask” 
basking in the spotlight? It’s 
about time, isn’t it?

Say goodbye to the economic Tigers;
Say hello to the Prairie Pink Panther
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BY CHRIS ISTACE
Darryl Balog is relieved 

with the results of the 20th 
Annual Western Hockey 
League Bantam Draft on 
April 30.

Although Balog’s son, 
Taylor, was prospected by 
more than half of the WHL 
franchises in the past few 
months—which includes 
teams as far away as Port-
land, Oregon and Vancou-
ver, B.C.—he will be stick-
ing pretty close to home.

Taylor, who is originally 
from Kipling but has lived 
in Weyburn since August, 
2007, was picked in the 
second round, 28th over-
all by the Regina Pats and 
was one of five Bantam 
aged players from the re-
gion chosen by teams from 
Western Canada’s major 
junior hockey league.

“He had a suspicion he 
would be drafted and we 
were hoping it would be 
Regina because it’s close,” 
Balog said, who noted that 
the Prince George Cougars 
also showed some interest 
in Taylor.

“When we found out it 
was the Pats who picked 
him, we were a bit re-
lieved.”

Taylor is a six-foot, one-
inch, 170 pound forward 
who played with the Wey-
burn Crescent Point Wings 
last season. In 26 games, he 
collected 76 points, includ-
ing 44 goals and 32 assists. 
He had 34 minutes in pen-
alties.

“He’s a big kid,” Balog 
said. “He’s a very good 
skater and he sees the ice 
well. He also has a hard 
shot, so he’s got a lot of 
tools in the bag and when 
he puts them all together, 
he’s an effective player.”

Taylor will be moving 
into the Regina Pats’ devel-

opment system. Balog said 
they have a pair of options, 
either playing—when he’s 
ready—’AAA’ Midget with 
the Regina Pat Canadians, 
or the Tisdale Trojans.

Balog said they are lean-
ing toward the latter team.

“They’ve got a good 
program there. They get 
so much support from the 
community, with 600 to 700 
people going to the games,” 
Balog said, adding that the 
school in Tisdale provides 
good support to the Trojan 
players from outside of the 
town.

The WHL Bantam Draft 
is open to players born in 
1994 who reside in B.C., 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, North West Ter-
ritories, Yukon, Alaska, 
Hawaii and U.S. states 
located south of Western 
Canada.

Other players from 
southeast Saskatchewan 
chosen in the draft include 
Brady Gaudet of Redvers, 
who was picked by the 
Kamloops Blazers 10th 
overall in the first round.

Gaudet is a defenseman 
who measures five-feet, 
10-inches and weights 170 
pounds. He played last 
season with the Moose 

Mountain Wild in the 
South Saskatchewan Minor 
Hockey League, scoring 13 
goals and 23 assists for 36 
points.

Three players were cho-
sen later in the draft. T.J. 
Reeve of Grenfell was 
picked by the Spokane 
Chiefs in the fourth round, 
70th overall. Reeve is a 

right winger.
Ashton Sautner of Wol-

seley was the 162nd pick 
in the eighth round. The 
defenseman went to the 
Edmonton Oil Kings.

Finally, Devan Fafard of 
Carlyle was chosen by the 
Saskatoon Blades in the 
eighth round, 174th over-
all. He plays defence.
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BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
A second meeting to guage in-

terest in Phase II of the Kin Place 
life-lease housing development in 
Moosomin is set for next week.

The meeting is slated for Wednes-
day, May 13. Information will be 
presented at the Country Squire 
Inn Banquet Room from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12 noon and tours of Kin Place 
will be available that afternoon.

The meeting will be run by Jeff 
Cole, formerly the economic devel-
opment officer for Gateway REDA, 
who has been hired as project man-
ager for Kin Place.

One meeting has been held, and 
Cole already has 10 cheques from 
interested individuals.

The first phase of Kin Place was 
built on Henry Street in 1999 by the 
Moosomin Kinsmen Club and is 
operated by a community board.

The second phase will be built 
immediately south of the initial 
building, facing Wright Road.

It will consist of 12-22 units de-
pending on interest. It is a life-
lease project, meaning residents 
will make an equity contribution 
of $95,000 to $105,000, and pay a 
monthly rental fee. Their equity 
contribution will be repaid in full 
when they leave the building.

Cole said the Kin Place board 
would like to determine as quickly 
as possible how much interest there 
is so construction can begin soon. 
“This isn’t something that’s going 
to drag on for a long time,” he said. 
“We want to know if people are in-

terested and we want to get build-
ing. It seems like there’s a lot of 
interest. The only question is how 
many units it will be.”

Cole said this would be a great 
time to build, as housing prices are 
strong in the area—allowing people 
to sell their homes at a good price 
and buy into the life-lease project—
and interest rates are very low, 
which will help make the project 
affordable. The contractor that built 
the original Kin Place is ready to go 
on phase II.

Bob Mullett was a Kinsmen 
member when the first phase of Kin 
Place was built. He said that gen-
erating interest in the project was a 
long, slow process, and he is happy 
to see how quickly things are com-
ing together for phase II.

“I think people understand it this 
time,” he said, “and that makes all 
the difference. When we did it the 
first time it was completely new. 
There were no 55-plus units in Sas-
katchewan at that time. We took 
a lot of people to Virden so they 
could see the project there, and the 
residents there were our best sales 
people, because they were certainly 
happy with it.

He said it took a lot of time to 
explain the financial arrangements 
of a life-lease project to prospective 
tenants.

“People didn’t understand that 
they were going to get their money 
back,” he said. “It was something 
new. Now people have seen it op-
erating, they know the people who 

live there are happy with it, and 
they understand the whole life-
lease concept a lot better.”

Mullett said he is optimistic that 
Kin Place phase II will be built on a 
larger scale than the first phase.

“This is something we really 
need, and it would be nice to see it 
as big as it can be,” he said. “I know 
it would be a good option for a lot 
of people.”

Cole said he is happy with the 
progess to date. “Was our meet-
ing effective? Was our advertising 
effective? I think so—we had one 
meeting and we already have 10 
people who are interested enough 
to write a cheque. The question is 
how big we want to go.”

The life-lease project is for indi-
viduals and couples 55 years and 
older.

There has been interest in the 
project from Moosomin and from a 
large number of surrounding com-
munities. “We’ve had calls from 
urban centres—people are follow-
ing the project and are looking for 
city amenities in a country-style en-
vironment—and we’ve had strong 
interest from Moosomin, Carlyle, 
Fairlight, Wawota, Maryfield, Ro-
canville, and the McAuley area.”

Cole expects to see more interest 
at the May 13 meeting. “With all the 
snowbirds back, there might be a 
few people who weren’t around for 
our first meeting,” he said.

Anyone interested in more in-
formation on Kin Place can contact 
Cole at 435-7141.

Meeting coming up for Kin Place
10 commitments so far for second phase of life-lease project
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Event
Sponsor

Indian Head Relay For Life
Saturday, June 13, 2009

If you would like to participate as a survivor, volunteer, 
participant, or to buy a luminary, please contact:

Survivor Chair

695-2283
lyn_linklater@yahoo.ca

Volunteer Chair

695-3982
bonnymclean@hotmail.com

Luminary Chair

697-2667
marilynpelkey@yahoo.ca

Team Recruitment

695-2696
amyayers7@hotmail.com



“Sunshine on my shoulders makes me happy,” the late 
John Denver sang.

“Sunlight in my eyes can make me cry.”
Lovely lyrics. But as a kid, I thought it would have made 

more sense for Denver to sing, “Sunlight in my eyes can 
make me sneeze.” Because for somewhere between one in 
10 and one in three people, sunlight has exactly that effect.

It’s called “photic sneezing,” and it’s nothing new: Ar-
istotle wondered about it in the 4th century BC (although 
he thought it was brought on by heat, not light). But mil-
lennia later, we still don’t know exactly why it happens, as 
New Scientist writer Richard Webb recently discovered.

The usual explanation for regular sneezing is that it 
serves to expel unwanted material from the airway. A 
regular sneeze begins with an irritation in your nose. This 
excites the trigeminal nerve, which sends impulses to the 
“sneezing center” in the brainstem, the primitive part of 
the brain that triggers our involuntary reflexes.

The sneezing center sends impulses along the facial 
nerve ordering the nasal passages to secrete fluid, and 
simultaneous impulses along the spinal cord to the re-
spiratory muscles, prompting them to take a quick, deep 
breath (“Ah-”), then expel it with great force (a 150-kph 
“Choo!”). The abdominal, chest, vocal cord and throat 
muscles are all in on the act, as is your diaphragm and 
even your eyelids (you always close your eyes when you 
sneeze).

Sneezing is, as Webb notes in his article, “one of the 
most violent actions your body will ever perform,” so 
violent that cases of sneezing-caused whiplash are not 
unknown.

With toay’s sensitive brain-scanning equipment, you’d 
think it would be a simple matter to track down the 
precise location of the “sneezing center.” But you’d be 
wrong. And since we can’t pin down the specific neurons 
involved, we can’t pin down how photic sneezing arises, 
either.

We do know a few things about it. In 1964 Henry Ev-
erett, a consulting psychiatrist at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, made one of the 
first systematic studies of the condition, questioning 75 of 
his patients and 169 of his students in detail about their 
sneezing habits. Among other things, he asked those with 
photic sneezing (18 per cent of the patients and 24 per 
cent of the students) if they had any close relatives who 
reacted to sunlight the same way, and found that 80 per 
cent of the sneezers said they did, compared to only 20 
per cent of the non-sneezers.

This strongly indicated that photic sneezing has a ge-
netic component, and further studies have borne that out. 
In fact, its inheritance is consistent with transmission via 
a dominant gene, meaning you only need one copy of it 
from either parent. This is known as autosomal dominant 

transmission, so photic sneezing now has the irresist-
ible scientific name of “autosomal-dominant compelling 
helio-opthalmic outburst,” the acronym for which is, of 
course, ACHOO.

But that still doesn’t answer the question of why sun-
light should make us sneeze, and as Webb found, at the 
moment nobody actually has an answer.

Not that there aren’t theories. Other things unrelated to 
nasal irritation can cause sneezing, after all. A study last 
year revealed there are patients who sneeze when they 
have an orgasm, or even simply in response to sexual 
thoughts.

Maybe all of these strange causes of sneezing come 
about because of a kind of short-circuit in the brainstem, 
where all kinds of reflex actions are triggered, so that vari-
ous stimuli that trigger unrelated reflexes such as blood 
flow to the genitals or squinting against a bright light also 
trigger, quite by accident, a sneeze. The genes that cre-
ate these short-circuits are more nuisances than threats to 
survival, and so have been preserved by evolution.

Which sounds plausible, but there isn’t actually any 
solid evidence for it.

Or as Webb quotes Louis Ptácek, a neurogeneticist at 
the University of California in San Francisco, as saying, 
“People speak as if they know what the hell’s going on. In 
reality, we don’t.”

As our tools for studying the brain improve, maybe 
we’ll figure it out. In the meantime, if sunlight makes you 
sneeze, try to follow Aristotle’s example:

Just be philosophical about it.
Edward Willett is a science writer from Regina.
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Edward Willett

Photic sneezing
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Talisman Energy Cana-
da (Talisman) has entered 
into an agreement to sell 
its Cutbank complex mid-
stream assets in west cen-
tral Alberta for total pro-
ceeds of approximately 

$300 million Canadian 
to Pembina Gas Services 
Limited Partnership, a 
subsidiary of Pembina 
Pipeline Corporation of 
Calgary. 

The sale of the Cutbank 

complex includes work-
ing interests in three in-
terconnected sweet gas 
processing facilities (the 
Cutbank, Musreau and 
Kakwa gas plants), nine 
compressor stations and 
more than 300 kilometres 
of gathering lines. The 
complex has an aggregate 
existing processing capac-
ity of 360 mmcf/d.

The sale is subject to 
regulatory approval, with 
an expected closing date 
of June 2, 2009.

Talisman Energy Inc. is 
a global, diversified, up-
stream oil and gas com-
pany, headquartered in 
Canada. Talisman’s three 
main operating areas are 

North America, the North 
Sea and Southeast Asia. 

The company also has a 
portfolio of international 
exploration opportuni-
ties.
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My grandmother had a laugh like a horse braying. She 
would open her mouth wide, her eyes shut tight, and throw 
her head back, showing all of her large, square teeth while 
she laughed, her bony shoulders shaking in delighted good 
humor. It was a laugh you just couldn’t forget.

Marriage is a funny thing. I don’t know how many of us 
reading this right now would say we have the “ideal” mar-
riage. Regardless of how well we think we know our partner 
on the day we say our vows, there are always unexpected 
idiosyncracies and sometimes unshared secrets; the creation 
of a harmonious inner life with your husband or wife can 
take years of work. It is work that pays well, however, and I 
can speak with some experience on that. Then there is the ut-
ter unpredictability of the life outside the inner sanctum of a 
marriage, from which it is impossible to remain inviolate; the 
economy, the stresses and joys of child-rearing . . . disease.

My grandmother’s best friend was a woman named Lil. 
She may or may not have been a distant cousin of ours, but 
regardless, we kids all called her Great-Auntie Lil. As she 
was already old when I was still quite young, what I remem-
ber most about her was the way she died. She died bravely, 
proudly, and with class. 

In her eighties, she was strong and independent, hosting 
dinner parties and supporting the local Moose Lodge. Over 
a decade previous, she had had hip surgury, and one after-
noon it popped out and was to be replaced. She went in for 
what was to be a routine procedure, but during the surgery 
her hip popped back in and the doctors elected not to replace 
it. Her heart arrested and they brought her back on the table. 
Although she had had successful surgeries and recoveries 
previously, in this instance she reacted violently to both the 
surgical tape and to the Tylenol-3 she was given for pain man-
agement. After recuperating, Lil returned home only to have 
the hip pop back out. After opening her up once again, the 
doctors found the hip had popped back in. They closed the 
wound a second time without replacing the hip, she suffered 
another heart attack, and she was once again revived.

I remember my mother and grandmother marveling at one 
another how spry Lil seemed after her second convalescence, 
and soon she was tolerating my siblings and me as we tore 
around her small home while our matriarchs chatted and 
drank coffee. However, the third time her hip popped out and 
she found herself back in the hospital, Lil had had enough. 
Her doctor had brought her in two days prior to surgery to 
monitor her heart before subjecting her to the ordeal again. 
We were gathered in her room, keeping her company and 
trying to improve her attitude. She had been obstinate about 
this third operation, and although her family and doctors had 
insisted it was necessary, she was set on her own way. Sitting 
ramrod straight in the hospital bed, refusing to rest her iron 
grey, tightly permed head of hair on the stiff white pillows, 
she remained defiant. A doctor came in to discuss the upcom-
ing operation, and was imperiously shooed away. Attempt-
ing to smooth her mother’s ruffled feathers, a daughter tried 
to placate Lil with an offer of tea and toast. “No, thank you, 
child,” she said smartly, “I don’t think I’ll be needing it. I’m 
not having fun anymore, and I’m not going to play.”

The next morning she was gone. She had slipped away qui-
etly in the night. Before, when I had thought of Great-Auntie 
Lil, I had remembered her with the taste of the maple cream 
Peek Freen cookies she had always served me stiil sugary 
on my tongue. After, I thought first of the steel glint in her 
eye and the peculiar feeling that she had won somehow, tri-
umphed over that hospital smell, the backless gowns, doctors 
and thier plans, the intimidation and humiliation that being 
old and sick can sometimes bring. Now, when I think of Lil, I 
hear my grandmother’s laugh.

As I continued to grow, I began to wonder what had made 
Lil who she was, so plucky and indomitable and inspiring, in 
her modest way. She was so loved and admired that over a 
decade and a half later her picture still hangs on the walls of 
several homes where she has no living relatives. It’s always 
the same picture, a studio one her children gave her as a pres-
ent one year. She’s wearing a blue scoop-necked blouse, she’s 
smiling gently, and her wrinkled hands are folded neatly in 
front of her. On her left hand, although widowed many years, 
her wedding band softly gleams.

I never met Lil’s husband, Ron. They built homes and 
raised children, and 30 years into over a half-century of mar-
riage, they moved to Vancouver Island after Ron retired. As I 
asked at the outset, how many of us feel that we have the ide-
al marriage? That after the time and work we have put into 
our relationship, that we got what we bargained for, what we 
asked for, what we feel we deserve? What we need? Well, to 
most of us, perhaps, a comfortable retirement on the Island 
with our life’s mate doesn’t sound too bad.

Ron developed Alzheimer’s disease very shortly after his 
retirement. My mother can’t remember exactly when, but he 
was still in his sixties; very young, really, with so much time 
still before him and his wife. At first it didn’t seem so bad, 
and they handled it well together. Names and dates started 
going, and it seemed often he would lose the thread of a story. 
Ron was a gentle man, and became gently more and more 
lost in the world around him as time went on. Soon he began 
losing people, and the way home. One night there was a ter-
rible thunderstorm and the power went out. Somewhere in 
the dark house, in the dark of that night, he lost Lil. When the 
lights came back on, his wife was gone, and in her place was 
a strange woman he had never met before.

Lil and Ron were both rather fortunate. For 20 years Lil con-
tinued to care for Ron, to serve as wife and companion to a 
man who politely asked her name as often as not, and he did 
not suffer from outbursts of anger and frustration to which 
some victims of this disease are prone. He never struck her or 
called her names; instead he praised her to all and sundry. “I 
don’t know where Lil went,” he would explain to bemused 
visitors, “but ever since she left this wonderful woman has 
been taking such good care of me! And can she cook!”

I don’t know, of course, but I think perhaps he remembered 
his Lil as a much younger woman. He would look at old pic-
ture albums with her, and recognize her in her twenties and 
thirties, and tell Lil how much she was loved and missed. I 
can’t imagine the pain she felt watching the tears roll down 
his cheeks as he mourned the loss of the woman holding his 
dry hand in hers.

Lil and Ron still maintained a fairly active social life, and 
naturally this included annual visits from my grandparents. 
One summer evening, the two couples were sitting on the 
screened porch, drinking beet and Clamato juice, playing ca-
nasta. This was about 10 years into Ron’s disease and every-
one had become accustomed to the man he was now, accept-
ing him and loving him for the sweet wonderful man he still 
was. My grandfather was a legendary storyteller, specializing 
in double entendre, and a famous flirt. He had the girls in fits, 
recalling stories of their shared history with many a twist in 
the telling that no one else at the card table could remember. 
He made one particularly salient point, and my grandmother 
threw her head back and that laugh of hers rang out loud and 
long through the warm summer night . . . and Ron looked up 
at her, and at then at Lil . . . and then he remembered. 

My grandmother said it made all of them quite giddy. She 
said that Ron didn’t say anything, but this incredible grin 
spread across his face and his eyes started snapping in that 
old familiar way. For the first time in 10 years he reached un-
der the table to hold hands with his wife. She jumped like his 
touch burned, and stared back at him. He just smiled, and 
then she knew, and started grinning too. When they sidled 

up to one another, their thighs brushing against each other, 
and Ron put his arm around his aged wife and squeezed her 
tightly to him—well, my grandmother said it was like magic. 
They played another hand or two of canasta, almost supersti-
tiously acting like nothing special was going on, so as not to 
break the spell. Suddenly Lil stood up, a conspiratal smile on 
her face. “I hope you don’t terribly mind,” she announced to 
my grandparents, “but we’re going to bed.” And they did.

In the morning she was gone again, and she never came 
back. Ron was left alone again with his stranger, and Lil with 
hers. How precious that one night with her husband must 
have been, a gem to be taken out and admired in the years 
to come, to be put back away in her memory for safekeeping. 
As she ministered to him faithfully until his passing, it must 
have helped to know, to know for a fact, that somewhere in 
the misty mind of the man she was caring for, was the man 
that she loved. The man who remembered her.

Marriage is a funny thing; it’s hard to define, really. A 
promise that your life will not go unwitnessed, because your 
mate will witness it. Your life will not go unnoticed, because 
your mate will notice it. All of the intimate details of your 
life, your likes and dislikes, your joys and secret shames, your 
living history, are carried by your mate. Who can say how 
much they may have to carry for you tomorrow, or 10 or 20 
years hence?

It is my sincere wish that anyone reading this true story 
who finds themselves in a similar situation is comforted by 
the truth that although the tunnel may be long and dim, it 
is not completely without light, nor laughter. May God bless 
and strenghthen you.

Monique McKay resides in Fleming, Sask.
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One night together
Monique McKay
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SHIELD DEVELOPMENT LTD. 
MARGO, SASK. 

PH. 306-324-4441

SDL 19’ Hopper Cone with 
Double Skid for Westeel 

3300 bushel bins $5850 + GST.

- Manhole
- Slide Gate On Nylon Rollers

- Double Top Bands
- Reasonable Freight Rates

- Optional Aeration

35:tfc

MAZERGROUP – Moosomin
is seeking applications for the position of

SALESPERSON
Mazergroup Moosomin has an opening for a full time career 

minded salesperson (M/F).

The candidate must present a professional appearance, be a 
good communicator, have a pleasant personality, be a team 

player and be willing to “learn the business.”

We are committing to offer the right candidate a very 
competitive compensation, training, and established 

territory with proven clientele, technical and administrative 
support and the opportunity to advance within 

the company.

Our objective is to meet with those who have an agriculture 
background, post secondary education and a willingness to 

earn the right to lead.

If you believe this opportunity is a possible fi t, a detailed 
resume should be forwarded to:

  Mazergroup
  ATTN: Mike Ushey
  Box 1680
  Moosomin, SK S0G 3N0
  Fax: (306) 435-3850
  mike.ushey@mazergroup.ca

Only those being considered will be contacted.  
Confi dentiality is assured.

Mazergroup is the largest privately owned and operated
 New Holland dealer complex in North America with 13 loca-

tions in Manitoba and SE Saskatchewan. 36:1c

Canada’s economy is 
about to make another dra-
matic shift, this time away 
from the major metropoli-
tan centres to medium, 
smaller and rural areas as 
resource and demographic 
shifts become more impor-
tant to the country’s eco-
nomic well-being.

The first dramatic shift 
has occurred over the last 
10 years, one that saw 
Canada’s economy swing 
away from the geographic 
centre of the country to the 
West, from manufacturing 
to resources.

This shift will only in-
tensify over the coming 
years, but because food 
and resources are expected 
to show significant posi-
tive growth, at least until 
2020, economic activity 
will concentrate in those 
areas which produce these 
resources in abundance. In 
this case, that means rural 
parts of Canada, specifi-
cally but not exclusively in 
the West.

The primary sector of 
our industrial structure in-
cludes agriculture, fishing, 
mining and energy pro-
duction. The rural West 
produces these resources 
in abundance.

The coming economic 
shift was illustrated in a 
recently released study 
by the Canada West Foun-
dation: Economic Devel-
opment Issues for Rural 
Communities in the Four 
Western Provinces, 2010-

2015-2020.
What are the reasons for 

the shift? Outside the in-
dustrialized world, there 
has always been a need for 
more and better food and 
the improved standard of 
living that wisely invested 
resources could provide, 
but the poorer countries 
could not afford to pay for 
what they needed. Now 
strong economic growth 
and rising incomes can 
be found in China, India, 
Eastern Europe, as well as 
other parts of the world. 
The shift of manufacturing 
to the developing world, 
away from the developed 
world, is major contribu-
tor to that growth.

The result will be a 
strong and ongoing global 
demand for food products, 
including more high-on-
the-food-chain proteins, 
and for the energy, metals 
and other resources need-
ed to build and maintain 
the infrastructure around 
the world that a comfort-
able, industrialized stan-
dard of living requires.

These resources, includ-
ing agricultural land, are 
not found in major metro-
politan areas. They are in 

the rural areas served by 
the smaller and middle-
sized centres scattered 
throughout the western 
provinces.

Another resource that 
these smaller communities 
have is affordable housing. 
As large numbers of baby 
boomers approach retire-
ment age, many will be 
drawn to leave large cities 
for the smaller ones with 
their more relaxed, and af-
fordable, lifestyle.

For the potential pros-
perity of the rural west to 
become a reality, however, 
certain conditions must be 
met. First, there must be 
an appropriate quantity 
and quality of workers. 
The workforce of today 
and tomorrow, even in 
industries like agriculture 
and mining, must have 
a high level of both busi-
ness and technical skills. 
Some of these may come 
from older people mov-
ing to the more rural areas 
but younger workers will 
also have to be attracted 
to move where they are 
needed. Local young peo-
ple must also be convinced 
to stay put, retained by 
coming attractive oppor-

tunities.
We must also pay atten-

tion to Aboriginal commu-
nities, both because they 
have a younger population 
and also because a higher 
proportion of First Nations 
people are already located 
in non-metropolitan areas. 
Immigration will also still 
be required to ensure that 
there are sufficient suit-
able people to meet our 
industries’ needs.

But it is infrastructure 
that turns a remote rural 
wasteland into a resource 
laden asset. It is vital that 
transportation systems—
by land, air and (where ap-
propriate) water—be up-
graded to take advantage 
of the coming economic 
shift. Communication sys-
tems (much easier with 
today’s technology) are vi-
tal. People, however, will 
only stay where there are 
adequate medical, educa-
tional and other  services 
to support their lifestyle 
and that of their families. 
A lack in any of these areas 
would limit or eliminate 
opportunities.

If, however, we rise to 
the challenges of support-
ing the smaller centres and 
rural areas, the western 
provinces and all of Can-
ada will benefit from the 
resulting economic pros-
perity.

Roslyn Kunin is the direc-
tor of the BC office for the 
Canada West Foundation.

Rural Canada coming into its own
Roslyn Kunin
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Alberta’s pork industry 
is taking extra biosecurity 
measures to address the 
potential case of influenza 
type A H1N1 virus on one 
swine farm in Alberta.

“Albertans can be as-
sured that Canada’s ani-
mal health monitoring and 
surveillance programs are 
working properly,” says 
Paul Hodgman, Executive 
Director for Alberta Pork. 
“We commend the produc-
er and his farm vet for noti-
fying authorities as soon as 
his hogs were displaying 
flu-like symptoms.”

As a precaution, the Al-
berta swine herd in central 
Alberta has been quaran-
tined. This precautionary 
measure is being taken un-
til it can be determined ex-
actly which flu virus these 
hogs may have. Samples 
have been taken from the 
herd and sent for testing. It 
will take up to two weeks 
to conclusively determine 
the strain of flu virus these 
hogs have.

“Hogs are susceptible to 

many human flu viruses 
and we are working hard 
to ensure that all proper 
biosecurity measures are in 
place on our farms,” adds 
Hodgman. “These steps 
minimize the introduction 
of a virus onto a farm, by 
people, by vehicles, by 
wildlife such as birds, or 
other livestock.

“Our first priority must 
be to take the precautionary 
measures to minimize the 
risk of spreading the virus 
to other pigs or people.” 

Increased biosecurity 
measures instructions in-
clude the following: 

• Ensure all biosecurity 
protocols are strictly fol-
lowed;

• People should avoid 
going into pig barns if they 
have influenza like symp-
toms (fever, sore throat, 
cough, runny nose, achy or 
tired) or if someone in their 
family has influenza like 
symptoms;

• People who work in 
pig barns should visit their 
doctor if they develop in-

fluenza like symptoms;
• Visitors should not be 

allowed into pig barns, 
especially if they have re-
cently been to areas where 
people have been affected 
by this virus;

• If symptoms of swine 
influenza occur in a herd 
(coughing, fever, depres-
sion, runny nose, off feed) 
contact your veterinarian 
promptly for diagnosis and 
advice. 

The pork industry re-
minds the public that type 
A H1N1 influenza is not a 
food safety concern. People 
cannot catch type A H1N1 
influenza from consuming 
pork or pork products and 
Canadian pork continues 
to be safe to eat.

Alberta’s pork produc-
ers will continue to work 
with the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency and the 
Alberta government while 
maintaining strict bios-
ecurity protocols as well as 
the stringent animal health 
monitoring and surveil-
lance programs.

Alberta pork industry 
is stepping up
biosecurity measures

Reaching 21,500 households each month!
Call 306-435-2445



When the starting gun 
goes off for Montmartre’s 
seventh annual Perogy 
Run on May 30, world-
class runner Ted Jaleta will 
be one of the competitors 
for the first-place spot.

Jaleta is one of the highest 
profile runners in Saskatch-
ewan, and organizers hope 
his presence will bring out 
local spectators, as well as 
provincial fans, who want 
to witness Jaleta’s running 
skills and want to hear his 
story.

Jaleta, who is a Saskatch-
ewan Sports Hall of Fame 
member and was ranked 
7th in the world in the 
Masters Division in 2005, 
will also speak at the Per-
ogy Run lunch. 

The Perogy Run attracts 
many local participants 
and many area runners 
who run, walk and bike the 
1K/5K and 10K course.

“One of the greatest 
parts of our run is that it re-
mains a family affair where 
three-year-olds participate 
alongside 70-year-olds,” 
said Centre 48 chairperson 
Christalee Froese. “Having 
Ted at our run this year is 
a huge boost for Centre 48, 
as he is an ambassador for 
running, as well as being a 
beacon of hope for anyone 
who has faced adversity.” 

Jaleta was on track to be-
come a world-class Ethio-
pian runner when civil 
war broke out in his coun-
try. In his 20s and at the 
height of his competitive 
years, Jaleta was impris-

oned and tortured, escap-
ing to Canada as a refugee 
in 1982. Once in Canada, 
Jaleta immersed himself 
in running, rising in the 
masters division to even-
tually become one of the 
best in the world. To learn 
more about Jaleta and his 
book Never Give Up, visit 
www.tedjaleta.com.

“We hope the turnout for 
our run is better than ever. 
Every runner and biker, 
and every single donation 
means Centre 48 can con-
tinue to operate its classes 
(music, art, fitness) and its 
events (Boy Power, Girl 
Power, Masters Concert) 
at as low of a cost as pos-
sible.” 

To register online for the 
Perogy Run, please visit: 
www.events.runningroom.
com.

‘Paris of the Prairies’ 
theme comes to life 
with Eiffel Tower
donation

It all started in the mid-
dle of a Montmartre wheat 
field with a farmer on a 
tractor who had hours to 
think of ideas for his town.

Local farmer Lloyd Fink 
came up with the concept 
of Montmartre being ‘Par-
is of the Prairies’ several 
years ago, raising the idea 
at a Montmartre Economic 
Development Committee 
(EDC) meeting.

With the village having 
been settled by immigrants 
from a suburb of Paris, 
France named ‘Montmar-

tre,’ Fink thought the idea 
of ‘Paris of the Prairies’ 
would be a fitting slogan. 
The idea took some time 
to germinate, and has since 
been adopted as Montmar-
tre’s beautification theme. 
The ‘Paris of the Prairies’ 
concept will be used as 
a starting point to beau-
tify the community and 
to build some interesting 
features which will attract 
visitors to town. 

Regina businessman 
and former Montmartre 
resident Mallory Englot is 
doing his part to bring the 
Paris theme to life by creat-
ing, building and donating 
a 20-foot-high replica of the 
Eiffel Tower. 

The 2,300-lb steel tower, 
which is 10-feet by 10-feet 
square at its base, will be 
installed at the north end 
of Main Street. The Mont-
martre version of the Eiffel 
Tower will be wired with 
white lights so that it is vis-
ible both day and night.

“This is a dream come 
true,” said Village Coun-
cillor Patsy Fisher. “This 
tower is worth thousands 
of dollars and the town 
could never have afforded 
to buy it. Mallory has given 
a gift to the entire commu-
nity and that gift is one of 
dreaming big and building 
our town.”

The village also appreci-
ates Kelly and Stacey Ro-
manow who have volun-
teered to weld the massive 
tower together.

Climbing wall
for swimming pool

Swimmers have always 
been able to splash, swim, 
dive and have a great time 
at the Kemoca Park swim-
ming pool. However, this 
summer, they will also be 
able to climb.

Due to a grant from the 
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) 
AgriSpirit Fund, Kemoca 
Regional Park will be get-

ting an aqua climbing wall, 
a new pool ladder and sev-
eral tot docks.

The swimming pool has 
embarked on a Summer 
Fun Enhancement Project 
to adapt the current pool 
with tot docks to help 
younger swimmers gain 
confidence in the water in 
a safe environment. The 
project will also include the 
installation of a poolside 

modular climbing wall 
providing recreational use. 
An ‘easy-ladder’ will be 
installed to increase acces-
sibility for expectant moth-
ers, the elderly or swim-
mers with disabilities. The 
FCC AgriSpirit Fund is 
donating $8,000 to assist in 
purchasing the new pool-
side equipment.

“Rural spirit makes 
the FCC AgriSpirit Fund 

come alive” said Michael 
Hoffort, FCC Vice-Presi-
dent, Prairie Operations. 
“Having lived in small 
communities, I know that 
community projects only 
take place with the com-
bined resources of every 
person. Anything FCC can 
do to help move these proj-
ects forward is a great way 
for us to make a difference 
in rural Canada.”
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FINANCING FOR EVERYONE 

TRUCKS • 2001 & UP 
2007 GMC 2500 X Cab, 4x4, LB, 118,000 kms, White. . . . . . . . . .$18,995 
2005 Dodge 2500 Quad Cab, 4x4, Diesel, White . . . . . . . . . . . $22,995 
2005 Dodge 1500 Hemi, Quad Cab, 4x4, Blue . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
2005 Ford FX4 X Cab 4x4, 78,000 kms, Black  . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2005 Ford XLT X Cab 4x4, 51,000 kms, Grey . . . . . . . . . . $16,995 
2005 Ford XLT X Cab 4x4, 168,000 kms, Red . . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2005 Chev Silverado Crew, 4x4, 79,000 kms, Grey . . . . . . $15,995
2005 Avalanche LS 4x4, 74,000 kms, Pewter. . . . . . . . . . . $18,995 
2004 Avalanche 4x4, Leather, 126,000 kms, Black . . . . . . $17,995
2004 Chev 2500 X Cab 4x4, 6L, 169,000 kms, White. . . . . $11,995
2004 Chev X Cab 4x4, 125,000 kms, Silver . . . . . . . . . . . $14,995
2004 Chev 2500 X Cab, 4x4, 6L, 154,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2004 Chev X Cab 4x4, 94,000 kms, Green . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,995
2004 Ford XLT X Cab 4x4, 87,000 kms, Brown . . . . . . . . . $14,995 
2004 Ford F350 SD XLT X Cab, 4x4, L.B., Diesel 201,000 kms . $14,995
2003 Dodge 2500 X Cab, 4x4, 168,000 kms, Grey . . . . . . . . $9,995
2003 Chev S10 X Cab 2WD, 5spd, 101,000 kms, Blue . . . . $6,995 

TRUCKS • 2000 & OLDER
2000 Ford Reg. Cab 4x4, 6 cyl, 5 spd., 163,000 kms, Blue $6,995
1998 GMC X Cab, 4x4, 3/4 Ton, LB, 220,000 kms, White. . $6,995
1998 Ford Ranger X Cab, 4x4, Auto, 208,000 kms, Red . . . $6,995
1997 Ford Reg. Cab 2WD V6, 5 spd, 130,000 kms, Black . $4,995
1996 Ford F-250 XLT, X Cab, 4x4, Diesel, White . . . . . . . . . $3,495
1995 Ford F-250 XLT X Cab 4x4, Diesel, White . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995

VANS
2005 Grand Caravan 79,000 kms, Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
2001 Chev Savanna 15 Passenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
 

SUVS
2005 Jeep Liberty 4x4, V6, Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995
2004 Explorer XLT 4x4, 7-Passenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,995
2002 Jeep Liberty LTD 4x4, V6, Auto, Maroon . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2002 Explorer Ltd. E.B., 4x4, 7 Passenger. . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,995
1999 GMC Yukon 4x4, Leather. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995

CARS 
2005 Corvette 6L, Auto, 40,000 kms, Silver. . . . . . . . . . . . $34,995 
2005 G6 4 dr, V6, 115,000 kms, Grey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995
2003 Alero 2 dr., 5 spd., 114,000 kms, Grey . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
2002 Sunfire 2 dr., 5 spd., 110,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
2002 Grand Am 4 dr., 5 spd., 54,000 kms, Gold . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2001 Sunfire 4 dr., auto, 101,000 kms, Silver . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2000 Cavalier Z24 Auto Sunroof, 146,000 kms, Silver . . . . . $5,995
1998 Sunfire GT 2 dr., auto, 186,000 kms, black . . . . . . . . . $3,995
1998 Cavalier 2 dr, Auto, 174,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,995
1998 Escort 2 dr, 5 spd., 130,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,995 
1997 Cadillac Limo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995

TRAILERS
18’ Car Hauler New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,900
Motorbike Hauler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000

ATVS
2007 Arctic Cat 700 EFI Quad 4x4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2005 Honda Rincon 650 4x4, Plow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995

BOATS
2005 Bayliner 4.3L, Inboard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,995
1996 Bayliner Open Bow, 120 HP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995

BICK’S AUTO SALES

ALL VEHICLES SASK SAFETIED 
AND WARRANTIES AVAILABLE.  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK.

Montmartre News:

Hall of Fame runner coming to Perogy Run
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Students get glimpse 
of First Nation culture

BY CHRIS ISTACE
Jessica Baker wraps a cattail reed 

around a cross she had earlier formed 
from a thicker piece of the material.

The Wapella School Grade 6 student is 
making a cattail doll, a traditional First 
Nations toy made by the Ojibwa people. 
The activity was one of many experienced 
by students at the school on Tuesday, 
April 28 through Kakwa, an aboriginal 
education program facilitated by Jeff and 
Kathleen Coleclough.

Besides making traditional arts and 
crafts, the students heard First Nations 
stories, learned about hide tanning and 
participated in traditional games to finish 
off the day-long symposium.

“The school’s goals this year involve lit-
eracy and they (the Colecloughs) do a bit 
of storytelling with an aboriginal theme,” 
said Wapella School principal Todd Volk.

“That fit in with the school’s goals and 
all the other activities on top of that are 
just a bonus.”

Since 2002, Kakwa has been based in 
Riceton, a hamlet located southeast of 
Regina, but was founded by the Cole-
cloughs in Calgary 26 years ago. Both 
Kathleen and Jeff are Métis of Ojibwa 
descent.

Kakwa has worked with more than 100 
museums, historic sites, movie production 
companies and schools, providing repli-
cas of aboriginal artifacts. These items are 
also used for educational programs and 
facilitating educational presentations on 
traditional skills like hide-tanning, stone 
tool-making and earth pigments.

Kakwa’s Aboriginal Resource Kit is 
approved for classroom use in both Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba, while their ros-
ter of clients has included the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization, the Universities 
of Saskatchewan, Toronto and Alberta, 
the Royal Saskatchewan Museum, the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington, 
D.C., and the Royal Naval Museum in the 
United Kingdom.

Kakwa is also publishing books with 
First Nation themes. Their current list in-
cludes Niiwin—Four Ojibwa Critter Tales 
and Black Bear Pastry and Other Delights.

Both children’s books were written by 
Kathleen, a former journalist who previ-
ously ran a metal music magazine. While 
living in Calgary in the early 1990s, the 
Colecloughs found that there weren’t a 
lot of resources in their daughter’s school 
about aboriginal culture.

With an idea to raise awareness about 
the culture and to make sure some of the 
traditional First Nations arts, skills and 
stories are presented to the public, the 
couple decided to dig deeper into their 
own backgrounds.

“We were lucky enough to find elders 
to teach us and they told us to go teach it 
to others,” Kathleen said. “You don’t ar-
gue with elders.”

After sharing what they learned for 
two years at Fort Calgary, a North West 
Mounted Police fort that is now a historic 
site, the Colecloughs began giving pre-
sentations elsewhere, such as at schools 
and museums.

The couple has expanded their sympo-
sium work since moving to Riceton seven 
years ago.

“Sometimes, we find that teachers book 
us because they don’t feel comfortable 
teaching (First Nations culture) on their 
own,” said Kathleen. “Most of the stu-
dents find seem to find it interesting.”

It’s also an avenue to help students un-
derstand aboriginal history and culture 
while breaking barriers between the First 
Nations and non-First Nations communi-
ties.

“When you raise awareness, it helps 
get rid of racism,” she said.

Volk said it’s good exposure to the cul-
ture for the students, especially consider-
ing Saskatchewan Education’s move to 
incorporate First Nations culture into the 
provincial curriculum, particularly when 
it comes to treaty history.

“There was also a lot of lead-up work 
that had the kids prepared and inter-
ested,” Volk said about the teachers who 
focussed on aboriginal culture in some of 
their classes the last few weeks.

Kakwa will be returning to the United 
States next month when they are facilitat-
ing a symposium in New York City.

Wapella Grade 6 student Jessica Baker works with cattail reeds to 
make a doll traditionally found in the Ojibwa First Nation culture during 
a symposium on First Nations culture at Wapella School on Tuesday, 
April 28.

Chris Istace photo
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