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Poltava Dancers coming to Moosomin for Ukrainian fundraiser Kim Poole photo

The Poltava Dancers Ukrainian dance troupe will be coming to Moosomin April 30 for a fundraiser for Ukraine relief, organized by Moosomin's
Ukrainian community. This photo is from a previous visit of the Poltava Dancers to Moosomin.

Ukrainian community plans major fundraiser

Local fundraising efforts have already raised more than $40,000

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK tava Dancers, a world-famous Ukrainian into a plan to welcome refugees to Moo- “So far we've raised $40,000, and it’s just
Moosomin’s Ukrainian community has ~ dance group. somin. hard to believe how supportive everybody
raised more than $40,000 to date for Ukrai- The local Ukrainian community’s efforts Plans came together soon after for a is,” says Roman Chernykh, a member of

nian relief efforts, and is planning a major  to support Ukraine started six weeks ago fundraiser featuring the Poltava Dancers, the local Ukrainian community and owner
fundraiser for Saturday, April 30—a Ukrai-  with the opening of the Support Ukraine =~ who have performed to sold-out events in  of TJ’s Pizza in Moosomin.
nian supper and entertainment by the Pol- ~ Fundraising Centre, and soon expanded Moosomin in the past. Continued on page 5 v=
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from Glasser’s TV!
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RELAX WITH
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The 2022 Farmers and Friends A event winning team were, from left,
skip Jeff Hurting, third Tyler Hartung, second Claire Decock and lead
Bob Hartung. The foursome counted one in the final end of a tie game

to win the 2022 trophy.

By DONNA BEUTLER

The Whitewood Farm-
ers and Friends Bonspiel
held Mach 24-27 raised
over $83,000 at what has
become known as one of
the bi%iges’t curling events
in southeast Saskatchewan.
While this figure is not the
final tally, the amount in-
cludes the $69,150 raised
from the fundraiser auc-
tion as well as the $8,080
raised at the silent auction.
Not only has the event be-
come a great fundraiser for
Whitewood and area, but
it also has become a great
weekend of curling fun for
the 64 teams that have par-
ticipated in each of the five
years the event has run.

In a nail-biting A Event
final at the bonspiel, the
Decock rink led by skip
Jeff Hartung won against
Team Krupski in what had
been a tie game at the end
of the 7th. Hartung’s team
included third Tyler Har-
tung, second Claire Decock
and lead Bob Hartung.
Team Decock’s shot stone
wasn't able to be removed
by the Krupski team’s final
rock as the game conclud-
ed 6-5 for Decock’s rink at
the end of the 8-end game.

Team Knapp (Regina
Raptors) consisting of skip
Kelly Knapp, third Dean
Clark, second Trent Knapp
and lead Brad Fekula were
the B Event winners in a
7-0 win against Team JK
Metals.

Team Gamble with play-
ers skip Ben Gamble, third
Braydan Mohns, second
Haylee Jameson and lead
Maria Leippi played Team
Meredith in the C Event
game to win in an extra
end of play. With a 7-3 lead
by Team Meredith at the
end of the 7th, Team Gam-
ble counted four to tie the
game in the 8th. Though
Meredith had the ham-
mer, their last rock went
through the house, leaving
the Gamble rink counting
one for an 8-7 win.

In the D Event game
with the Trent Brister team
playing the Collin Istace
team, Istace was down two
with the hammer coming
home. Though Team Istace
was able to count one, the
Brister team won with a
6-5 score to take the event.
Brister’s team consisted of
skip Larry Thorburn, third

Garrﬁ Leach, second Gloria
Leach and lead Trent Bris-
ter.

This year’s spiel marked
the 5th year for the 64-rink
event, the largest Saskatch-
ewan bonspiel under one
roof. The event may have
lost two years due to the
pandemic, but rolled seam-
lessly into the 2022 year for
a weekend full of curling
action and fun for curlers
and spectators alike.

Farmers and Friends
committee member told
the  Moosomin  World
Spectator that it was such
an amazing weekend and
couldn’t say enough about
the curlers, volunteers,
sponsors and committee
members who make it all
possible.

“I think the fact that we
have had to wait two years
to celebrate our 5th an-
niversary made it all the

more exciting and special,”
Beutler said. “The tremen-
dous success of the event
is overwhelming when
you really think about it
—— so much great feedback
from the curlers and spon-
sors and so much money
raised for a lot of different
community groups. It was
amazing!”

Along with all the curl-
ing action, the local Farm-
ers and Friends commit-
tee had a live Calcutta, a
draw to the button, a si-
lent auction, an envelope
raffle, an elimination draw
door prize, a prize for best
dressed team and a fabu-
lous duelling piano show
on Saturday night. On
top of that was the Frida
night live auction whic}Yn
included 39 donated items
up for bid.

The live auction started
with a homemade quilt be-

® - BIG LOU’S

We have
treated lumber
for all your
outdoor projects!
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BIG LOU’S LUMBER
306-745-2600 = 306-745-2332
Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

and Friends Bonspiel held

wlng

ing auctioned off with all
proceeds going to STARS.
The quilt, a work of art by
Whitewood locals Sharon
and Darrell Armstrong,
was made to help raise
money for STARS after the
Armstrongs were impacted
by the need of a STARS am-
bulance in their own lives.
Not only was one “stars”
quilt made by the Arm-
strongs but a second quilt
as well which was also
auctioned off specifically
for STARS. $1400

The committee started a
recreation lifetime achieve-
ment award in 2018 in or-
der to recognize a member
of the Whitewood commu-
nity for their commitment
and dedication to sports in
Whitewood and Chad Kel-
1{[ was proud to announce
this year’s deserving win-
ner, Shirley Kodman who
has held various roles in a
number of sports over the
years.

“I was so overwhelmed
and very humbled to be
recognized alongside Den-
nis Scott (2019 winner) and
Everette Thompson (2018
winner),” Kodman told the
Moosomin World Specta-
tor. “This award means so
much to me.”

Presenting the Bert and
Doris Page Memorial Tro-
phy to the A event winners
at the end of the final day
were their great grand-
children, Carter Page, Kel-

Steven Bonk, MLA

for Moosomin Constituency
622 Main St., Moosomin, SK

Phone 306-435-4005
Fax: 306-435-4008

Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. - 12 noon

1p.m.-4pm.

March

3

bree Page and Kaleb Page,
children of Cam and Tracy
Page of Whitewood.

The Farmers and Friends
bonspiel, in the first four
years of its existence, raised
over $250,000. In 2018 the
committee started a grant
program and anyone in-
volved in the bonspiel
can apply for funding for
projects. Since 2018, nearly
$90,000 has been given out
to 30 groups from 11 differ-
ent communities.

PHARMASAVE

Wellness & Mobility Centre
Electric Scooters

& eclipse

edical inc.

@ Bigfoot

Full-Size Mid-Size
Scooter Scooter
Designed for Large in
outdoor use. | performance
& features

Yeti

PRIDC

Main Store 624 Main Street

LIVE YOUR BEST®*

Pursuit XL | Victory LX

Full-Size Mid-Size
Scooter Scooter
The perfect Smooth ride &
outdoor performance
scooter! at an attractive

price!

Showroom 601 Carleton Street

Moosomin, SK - 306-435-4330
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April 28 - May 1

TICKETS

WEEKEND PASSES ON SALE NOW
ADULT *60°° STUDENT *30°°

ETRANSFER TO: TELUSCUPVIRDEN@GMAIL.COM
TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT WILLCALL FOR PICK UP STARTING THURSDAY, APRIL 28™ AT NOON

DAILY & WEEKEND TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR
ADULT *20°°/GAME STUDENT *12°°/GAME

DRAW TIMES

THURS, APRIL 28™ FRI, APRIL 29™ SAT, APRIL 30™
5:00 PM - MANITOBA VS SASKATCHEWAN ~ 5:00 PM - NW ONTARIO VS MANITOBA 12:30 PM - SASKATCHEWAN VS NW ONTARIO

7:30 PM - OPENING CEREMONIES 8:00 PM - SW COUGARS VS SASKATCHEWAN  3:45 PM - MANITOBA VS SW COUGARS
8:00 PM - NW ONTARIO VS SW COUGARS

SUN, MAY 157
2:00 PM - CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
430 PM - CLOSING CEREMONIES

LIVE BAND
“8 TRACK SHUFFLE”

THURSDAY & FRIDAY ¢ ARENA CONCORSE * CASH BAR
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Ukrainian community plans major fundraiser

Local fundra|smg efforts have already raised more than $25,000

= Continued from front

“It’s just amazing the su Ilfport from ev-
erybody. Everybody says how can I help
with Ukraine, with the refugees, every
day people are saying I have a place for
the refugees, I can help.

“It feels great! Our fundraising is just
amazing for our size of town. We also
shipped 500 kg of humanitarian supplies
to Ukraine. We're still working to get
even more, but at this point right now
we've got lots of clothes and everything
else.

“We're looking forward to the refugees
to come over so we have to start getting
ready for that as well, so when people
arrive, they don’t have to wait, they will
get their help right away.

“At this point rlght now I'm already
working with one family. He’s been
working on the cruiseships, he’s a friend
of mine, and he’s from Kharkiv. When his
work was done and it was time for him
to go home, it was February 24, and there
was war in Ukraine.

“In a couple more days his wife called
him and said that their home was gone.
She left right away and now she’s in Po-
land in a refugee camp, her and the little
dog. Her son wasn't able to leave Ukraine
because he’s over 22 so he stays behind,
and that’s just sad to see those families
being separated.

“People don’t know what’s happening
next and it’s scary. You had a nice life one
day and then the next day everything is
gone and your family’s split.

“So now he is in the United States and
I'm helping him, connecting him with a
lawyer so he can get his paperwork done
and then be able to arrive in Canada and
his wife will arrive from Poland to Can-
ada as well.

“They’re coming to Moosomin. We're
still working on the process but I'm hop-
ing very soon we're going to see them
here. That's the first step, you know, one
step at a time and I'm glad we as a com-
munity were able to help these people.
It feels really good. We've got two lives
already saved. That’s important.

WE

Kim Poole photo

A scene from a previous visit of the Poltava Dancers to Moosomin

“I've just been approached by a couple
businesses and they asked me if I can do
Ukrainian lunches for their businesses,
so that keeps me busy for the lunches.
Just today, MNP ordered 16 lunches and
I'm happy to do that as a fundraiser.

“It makes me feel good because at least
you can do something.

“You can do something for your peo-
ple, for the freedom fight, and it feels
great, but at the same time my heart is
with Ukraine right now.

“I cannot express how much pain it’s
causing for all of us being away from our
homes and not being able to fight there
right now.”

Upcoming fundraiser
“Our big fundraiser will be the Poltava
Dancers on April 30,” said Chernykh.

“I actually had a conversation with
Olga (McCarthy) a few months ago be-
fore the war started and I said ‘listen, we
need to bring the Poltava back to Mooso-
min. Olga said, ‘let’s do it, let me figure

ARE

OVERSTOCKED!

out who we can raise the money for,” and
then we were going to do it some time in
March or April.

“Unfortunately the war came in
Ukraine and now it is a great opportu-
nity for us to raise money for the people
that need it right now.

“So we decided to go ahead with that
on April 30. It's goin%1 to be a big fund-
raiser. We're going to have 400 tickets, so
that’s going to be a big fundraiser.

“The Ukrainian community will be do-
ing 400 meals—perogies, cabbage rolls,
everythmg We have started planning it
and we're meeting every weekend, all of
us, and we’ll be ready for it.”

Tickets are available at the World-Spec-
tator office and at TJ’s Pizza for the Pol-
tava Dancers fundraiser. Tickets will be
$60 each.

The Conexus MCC Centre will be set
up with tables of 8, and purchasers of
full tables will receive a complimentary
bottle of wine for the table.

Hopes for Ukraine

Chernykh said he is inspired by the
way Ukrainians have stood up against
Russian aggression.

“I am definitely positive that we will
win,” he said. “We're already winning.
This is the moment where things can be
fixed once again and forever. We can get
all our territories back, we can eliminate
all those hot spots around Georgia and
Moldova.

“I hope we can get our Crimea back,
it’s a place where I used to go as a kid
and it’s always been Ukrainian, and I'm
hoping something may happen within
Russia and people in Russia will start re-
ahzmg it’s time to do something about it
and it’s time to fight. That will cause less
killings in Ukraine, but it’s just a hope.

“Right now my biggest hope is just that
our Ukrainians are going to fight and we
will win. I'm positive about it.

“As President Zelensky said in his
speech to the United States Congress, it’s
all our countries we're fighting for right
now. Ukrainians are fighting for freedom
and democracy. If we want to protect our
way of life. If we want to live this life, we
need to fight for it and we need to protect
it.”

Encouraged

bg meetmg

hernykh said he took a lot of encour-
agement from the Moosomin Chamber
of Commerce meeting in March, where a
large crowd came out to show their sup-
port and offer their help for the Ukrai-
nian community’s efforts on fundraising
and on hosting refugees.

“It was so great to see the support at
that meeting,” Chernykh said. “I feel
great support from the businesses here,

rom the community, from the Chamber

of Commerce. It was a great meeting and
there was lots of useful information that
we're taking from that. It was good to see
the support, it was good to have every-
body together to share information, and
now we can move on to the next steps.”

Our display area and warehouse are full -
come check out our great selection

FURNITURE &

ooy &

ENTERPRISES

Ko

27 Railway Ave.

Redvers, SK

ELECTRONICS

306-452-6309
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Left: The Carnduff Red Devils celebrating their Big Six championship after winning Game 4 on home ice in Carnduff. Right: Red Devils captain
Kody Martin with the Big Six championship trophy.

Rachelle Apperley photos

Carnduff Red Devils seize Big Six championship

The Carnduff Red Devils are Big Six Hockey League
champions after coming out victorious in a battle for the
championship over the Redvers Rockets on Friday, March
25 when the Rockets were toppled 6-2 in Game 4 of the
final by the Red Devils.

Leading 2-1 in the best-of-five series, the Red Devils
had a chance to win a championship on home ice and

2022 Dutchman Coleman Lantern mﬁ 3
Series Toy Hauler 2517Q e —

Toy Hauler has 13'3" Cargo Space, 88" Ramp door, Happi-Jack Power Bunk
Two Swivel Rockers, Pass-Through Storage. Ramp up the fun with 13'3" of

they didn’t pass it up. The Rockets scored in the first and
second periods, but the Red Devils were hungry for the
championship and outpaced the Rockets with a goal in
the first period, then three goals in the second period and
two in the third period to put in a solid win and claim the
championship in front of a home town crowd.

Despite the loss, it was a good season overall for the

2022 Keystone RV Hideout 175BH

= From easy to tow, single-axle travel trailer models clocking in just over 21"

to bunkhouse floorplans that are roomy enough for the entire family (and
<| a few neighbor kids), Keystone Hideout affordable travel trailer RV's make
it incredibly easy to become a camper. With its sharp, automotive-inspired
exterior design and light and airy interiors, Hideout sets the stage for carefree £
camping. Hideout owners will be delighted by unexpected features like elec-
tric stabilizer jacks, hidden pantries, SolarFlex™ 200, central vacuum, 46 LTE/
WiFi prep that works with all major cellular providers.

MSRP $37,082

= crvenice: 28,500 ...

cargo and take the toys with you. Front private bedroom with a queen bed,
Happi-Jack Power bunk in the back and the dual opposing sofas thatincludes
atable, two swivel rockers to relax in. Full kitchen including a 10 cu. ft. re-
frigerator, 3 burner gas range/oven, microwave and a farmhouse sink. Full
drybath. Enclosed underbelly, Ramp Patio, exterior shower, Black tank flush,
Aluminum wheels, 1,600 Ib. rated rear ramp door, 2,500 Ib. rated recessed
D-rings. Lantern Package includes so much more.

MSRP $51,520
CRV PRICE

$43,530

FINANCING AVAILABLE

*149

BI/WEEKLY - 0AC!

2022 Haul-About Cougar 6'X 12’
Color White, Axles 1, Ramp Door. Our 6110 Cougarcomes ith the Cougar pack-
age which gives you the 2nd nteior LED light, 4-1200 I d-tings, white cellng
lner,earsab jacks, 2 side wallair scoops, a 12V wall switch andal constructed
160n enter.
. Ibale,15"radil e, ramp door with 16" rear flap and more

features on this unit.

2022 Trailtech XL135-14
= Features on this 14'recreational trailer with a 83" wide frame, a 4' high full width
bi-fold tailgate, 12.50" rail sides and front, front slide in ramps in raised rail, 3500
Ib axle with 3" beam. Trailtech “Canadian Built and “Dedicated to Excellence” These
trailers are built to withstand all types of weather and road conditions so that trailer
components like brakes, lights, wiring will last longer. See for yourself! Standard

MSRP $7,595

crverice: $6,795

$1 09 BI/WEEKLY

OAC. TAXES INCLUDED!

3500 ]'

Rockets, who topped the regular season standings two
points ahead of tllo'le Red Devils, before battling their way
through league playoffs to meet the Red Devils in the fi-
nal.

There are no easy games in the Big Six Hockey League,
and the Red Devils proved that by upping their game
during the final to get the best of the Rockets in the end.

Pt
2022 Forest River Rockwood
Ultra Lite 2891BH
You willlove what you find in our floor plans!
Rockwood fift wheelsare packe ful of qualityfeatures in order o bring toyou one ofthe
best
ish sofas, wide dinettes and your Our
Utra Liteseresoffers otsof room and amenitis while sl being a 1/2.or 3/4ton towable
fith wheel. Larger 76" Enty Door, Tinted Frameless Windows, Power Awning w/ Adjustable
Rain Dump and LED Ligh Stri,Teton Al In One W-Fi Booster/LTE Pep & Antenna, Roof &
Ground Solar Panel Prep, RearLadder, Out Steps, Friction inge 30"Primary
Entrance Door, Large Folding Grab Handles, Outside Griddle w/ LP Hookup and Work Table,
Outside Shower, Outside Antiteeze Inlet for Convenient Winterzing, Nautilus Water Man-
agement System, Hlectric Auto Leveling System

MSRP $9,075 f
y | MSRP $89,482
CRVPRICE:  MNRVE] K o) CRV PRICE:
$8,475 BI/WEEKLY - 0AC $79 500 BI/WEEKLY - 0AC!
FINANCING AVAILABLE TAXES INCLUDED! . HNANGN&NME TAXES INCLUDED!

The font bedroom has  king bed lots fstorage, with  spac savingsdoor o privay.The main g =

2022 Dutchman 2202RB

and itchen e is spacous it s out offeingachase onge, ol lsan ..
for anything  The Dutchmen
beam fr plus vacuum

*76

BI/WEEKLY - 0AC
TAXES INCLUDED!

PRE-OWNED UNITS
FIFTH WHEELS

TRAVEL TRAILERS
2020 Jayco Eagle HT 312BHOK
3 slides, bunks, outside kitchen NO GST......

RICK SCHRIENER 306-577-8623

OUR PRICES! 306-453-6773

*ALL BI-WEEKLY
PAYMENTS ARE
PLUS TAXES

2018 Cruiser Aire 29BH 2 slides, bunks, outside kitchen NO GST.
2017 Jayco Eagle 24.5CKTS 3 slides, pwr awning
2012 Brookstone 367RL 4 slides, fireplace NO GS
2002 Hornet 255WS large slide.

sensor LED lightingin the Ktchen, a 30" ide ieplac i the lving area, and a porcelain tolet in the
bathroom, plus many more standard features.

Mmsp 51,389 CRV PRICE: $43 ,400

Jack Theinterr providesmation

174

BI/WEEKLY - 0AC!

CONSIGNMENTS
WELCOME!

Pre-Owned at an all-time
low! Great time to consign !

SALE PENDING!
542,500
.$34,750
.$52,900

9975

RON MACK 306-577-1548
HIGHWAY 9 NORTH CARLYLE, SK

Our prices include freight, dealer PDI, battery, full propane, hoses, efc.
PLUS A COMPLETE WALK-AROUND TO THE PURCHASER!!

JOAN SEIBEL 306-453-6773

FULL LINE OF
ICEY-TEK PRODUCTS

Hard Shell dual lined coolers and Drinkware
Lots of different sizes and colors to choose from.

BUSINESS
HOURS:

WWW.CARLYLERV.COM ..o, - Friday
8

30 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday:
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Visit the Plain & Valley online any time at wwnnw.plainandvalley.com
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Wawota holds 7th Annual Sledge Hockey Tournament

BY SIERRA D’Souza Butts
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

On the weekend of March 25, the seventh annual
Wawota Sledge Hockey Tournament took place.

Melanie Brimner of Wawota said she was happy to
see s0 many friends and families come out in support
of the event.

“There were 13 teams and lots of spectators, it was a
really great weekend,” she said.

The history behind why the Sledge Hockey Tourna-
ment originally began was because Brimner wanted
everyone to feel included.

“The tournament is about supporting acceptance
and inclusion,” she said.

“My son was in a car accident in ‘07, and I started
the tournament just so he could play hockey again
with his family and friends. He’s paralyzed from his
chest down. So that was the initial idea and we just
carried on from there.”

Brimner said this tournament benefits other mem-
bers of the community.

“I think it gives them awareness of what it’s like liv-
ing with a disability, and the tournament is not just
for people living with disabilities either, there’s lots
of people who are not sport oriented or have differ-
ent reasons why they don’t play and this is just about

s Weekend o Save Siy.

coming out and having some fun.

“Everyone is equal and no one needs to feel like
they’re not good enough, that's the most important
thing that we do.”

Sweaters and t-shirts for the 2022 Sledge Hockey
Tournament were sold, along with a draw where all
proceeds went towards the town’s rink.

“Every year I donate it back to our rink, a part of
it goes to STARS Air Ambulance and this year I pur-
chased all the merchandise, so that will go towards
that as well.”

Continued on page 8 v

Left: Three time champions of Wawota's
Sledge Hockey Tournament. Top row:
Mitch Porter, Matthew Fahiman, Billy Easton,
and Melanie Brimner. Bottom row: Jesse
Schill, Lucas Porter and Maddie Mansfield.
Missing in the photo is Walker Porter and
Emmett McCarthy.

SALE ENDS
APRIL 18, 2022

KULLBERG’S FURNITURE 90TH ANNIVERSARY SALE

SAVE THE TAXES

On Furniture, Mattresses & Accessories

(Electronics not included)
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NO GST OR PST

(excluding counter top microwaves)

i QUEEN
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Fabric Cover s
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On Samsung Appliances
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POWER
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Made in Canada
5IN STOCK
WAS: $2399.00
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$1499°0
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ve [

3499°°

ilSd 10 1SD ON

HOME FURNISII:I’INGS

LAYAWAY
OPTIONS

ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE

346 King Street

© Fairstone

Virden, MB 204-748-3331

FINANCING AVAILABLE BY TEXTING
KULLBERGS T0 75837
FROM YOUR SMART PHONE

FREE

www.kullbergs.ca

DELIVERY

Find us on Facebook! f

within 200km
from Brandon, MB
(Manitoba only).

Ask about our
Saskatchewan
Delivery options!
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Wawota holds 7th Annual
Sledge Hockey Tournament

w Continued from page 7

“This is our seventh year hosting the
tournament, we had to take two years off
of course because of Covid, but this is an
annual one-weekend event for us.”

Throughout the years, Brimner said the
event has raised just over $50,000.

The funds have covered the cost for the
tournament and have been given back to
the community’s rink and STARS Air Am-
bulance.

She shared what she is most proud of
from the tournament.

“I'm happy that everyone came together

e em :

and had so much fun. By the end of the
tournament, kids were like ‘I forgot how
much fun this is, I can’t wait until next
year.” That's what people walk away say-
ing, which is nice.”

Brimner said they plan to host another
tournament for sledge hockey next year.

“We plan to do it next year. When I start-
ed it I said I'll go as long as everyone still
wants to do it.

“It just seems to be getting more popu-
lar, and that’s what I'll continue to do as
long people want to do it, I'll keep doing
it

N | ! |

2

Above: Sadie and Kasen enjoying sledge hockey in Wawota, during
the weekend of the town's annual sledge hockey tournament.
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Left: Two differ-
ent Wawota teams
faced off against
each other at the
Sledge Hockey
Tournament.
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GRENFELL, SK | 639-683-0107
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gmgrenfell@bluecrescent.ca
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Left: The Jamieson Team
from Moosomin at Wawota's
Seventh Annual Sledge Hock-
ey Tournament. From left are
Owen MacMillan, Ty Nagy,
Rooen Locke, Rory Poole,
Zayn Leslie, Dawson Garvey
and Levi Jamieson.
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Ambulance funding for

Moosomin, Kipling, Redvers, Indian Head, Oxbow
Third ambulance crew funded for Moosomin, i mcreasmg capacity 50 per cent

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Increased funding from the provincial
government will add to ambulance ca-
pacity in five southeast Saskatchewan
communities. Some of those communities
have had a critical shortage of ambulance
capacity in recent months.

In Moosomin, funding will be provided
for a third ambulance staffed with three
full-time employees eight hours a day, and
16 hours on call.

The province is providing an $11 million
funding increase to EMS services.

An investment of $7.3 million will sup-
port stabilization of emergency medical
services (EMS) with additional paramed-
ics, ambulances and funding in 27 com-
munities across the province, with a par-
ticular focus on rural, remote and northern
areas.

“Our government is committed to get-
ting emergency medical services for our
residents back on track by addressing criti-
cal areas of need with a dedicated focus on
rural, remote and northern communities,”

nity-based environments, often outside
the usual emergency response and trans-
portation model.

Also, $1.5 million will provide ongoing
support for wage increases implemented
in 2021 for paramedics working for con-
tracted EMS services to help recruit and
retain staff.

“Paramedic Services Chiefs of Saskatch-
ewan (PSCS) is pleased with the announce-
ment in the provincial budget that lays the
foundation in addressing the crucial needs
of ambulance services and paramedics
in the province,” PSCS President Steven
Skoworodko said. “We look forward to
ongoing dialogue with the Ministry of
Health as well as the SHA of paramedics
abilities and needs.”

Saskatchewan’s Medical First Respond-
er Program will also receive $593,000 in
annualized funding to maintain recruit-
ment levels of new members, add another
2.5 full-time positions, and maintain train-
ing levels and new equipment.

As part of this year’s total increase, $1.3

Mental Health and Addictions, Seniors
and Rural and Remote Health Minister
Everett Hindley said.

“EMS is a valuable part of our overall
health care system, and we are grateful
for the service they provide. This signifi-
cant new investment will strengthen am-
bulance services in 27 communities across
our province.”

The new funding will add 70.7 full time
equivalent positions and will address criti-
cal priority areas in communities across
the province, including Indian Head,
Kipling, Moosomin, Oxbow, and Redvers
in southeast Saskatchewan.

In both Moosomin and Indian Head,
the funding will cover an additional am-
bulance staffed eight hours a day, and 16
hours on call.

In Kipling and Redvers, the funding will
mean an increase in paid hours to staff
current resources on wages eight hours a

A Hutch Ambulance vehicle in a Moosomin Chamber of Commerce
parade. Moosomin is now being funded for three ambulance crews, an
increase from the two full-time crews that have served the community
for decades. Hutch Ambulance will be going from six to nine full-time
employees staffing its ambulances in Moosomin. In addition, the prov-

ince is increasing funding for ambulance services in Kipling and Redvers
to staff current resources to eight hours a day, 16 hours on call.

day, and 16 hours on call. Previously those
ambulances were just operated with on-
call staff.

In Oxbow, current blended positions
will be converted to staff the ambulance
eight hours a day, 16 hours on call.

Also included in the $11 million budget
increase for emergency medical services is
$653,000 to expand community paramedi-
cine to rural and northern communities by
adding three additional full-time positions
and covering training costs to further en-

hance and stabilize available supports.

The community paramedicine positions
will be split as follows:

One between Beauval and Buffalo Nar-
rows; One among Wynyard, Wadena and
Wakaw, and potentially other locations in
the area; and One will be targeted to one
or more First Nations communities.

Community paramedicine provides

atients with increased access to mobile
ealth services closer to home. Paramedics
apply their training and skills in commu-

million will support annualized costs for
the additional resources approved and
implemented in Regina and Saskatoon in
2021-22.

“We are very appreciative of the gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan providing ad-
ditional funding for Emergency Medical
Services,” Saskatchewan Health Author-
ity Vice-President, Provincial Programs
Corey Miller said. “This will help reduce
wait times for patients and gaps in service
in many rural areas. It also demonstrates
a commitment to supporting patients and
EMS staff.”

The funding increase provided in this
year’s budget will add resources and ca-
pacity to stabilize services and respond
to emergencies in a timely manner. It will
also help address gaps within rural and
remote communities through community
paramedicine and enhancements to the
Medical First Responder Program.
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Nutrien to add 150 jobs across Saskatchewan

Nutrien plans to add 150 new positions across Sas-
katchewan as it ramps up capacity to meet growing
fertilizer demand and the lack of supply from Belarus,
which is under sanctions.

“The world potash market continues to evolve daily
and there is considerable uncertainty with regards to
production levels in Eastern Europe as a result of the
conflict in Ukraine and the sanctions on Belarus,” B Ar-
nold of Nutrien told the World-Spectator last week.

“On March 16, we announced a plan to increase 2022
potash production capability to approximately 15 mil-
lion tonnes in response to the uncertainty of supply
from Eastern Europe.

“The majority of this additional volume is expected to
be delivered in the second half of the year and the ad-
ditional capacity will come from our six low-cost potash
mine sites across Saskatchewan.

“Achieving this significant increase in production will
require additional resources to complete and we are
looking to hire approximately 150 people in addition to
our current levels.”

Nutrien says it does not know at this point how many
of the new positions will be at Nutrien Rocanville

“As for specific site details, we are currently evaluat-
ing and will continue to work hard to meet our custom-
ers’ needs in a safe and sustainable way,” said Arnold.

Rocanville is Nutrien’s largest and lowest cost mine,
with a nameplate capacity of 6.5 million tonnes.

Nutrien had said March 16 that in response to the un-
certainty of potash supply from Eastern Europe, it plans
to increase its potash production capacity, and plans to
add to its workforce in Saskatchewan.

Nutrien said it plans to increase its potash production
capability to approximately 15 million tonnes in 2022,
an increase of nearly one million tonnes compared to
previous expectations.

The majority of additional volume is expected to be
produced in the second half of the year.

“Our thoughts and sympathies are with those impact-
ed by the crisis in Ukraine and we hope for an imme-
diate de-escalation of this conflict. The impacts of this
conflict extend beyond Eastern Europe as a disruption
in supply of key agriculture, fertilizer and energy com-
modities, which could have implications for global food
security,” said Ken Seitz, Nutrien’s Interim President
and CEO.

“Nutrien is responding to this period of unprece-

saskatchewan.ca/highways

Nutrien plans to add 150 jobs across Saskatchewan as it ramps up production to meet
expanding fertilizer needs. Nutrien has not yet determined how many of those jobs will be at
Nutrien Rocanville, but Rocanville is the company's largest and lowest cost mine.

dented market uncertainty by safely expanding potash
production to help provide our customers with the crop
inputs they need. We continue to closely monitor mar-
ket conditions and will evolve our long-term plans to
ensure we utilize our assets in a safe and sustainable
manner that benefits all our stakeholders,” added Seitz.

Nutrien’s 2022 potash production is expected to in-
crease by nearly 20 percent compared to 2020 and ac-
count for more than 70 per cent of global production
added over this period.

The company is planning a small increase in its 2022
capital expenditures and will be hiring additional em-
ployees across its network of potash mines in Saskatch-
ewan.
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In response to question about Moosomin airport:

Premier says it's time for discussion

11

on airports

Everett Hindley says airport issue has to be looked at from health care perspective

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe said
it’s time for “a strategic discussion on
where our significant airports are in the
province” and Rural and Remote Health
Minister Everett Hindley said Moosomin’s
airport issue has to be looked at from a
health care perspective, after Moosomin’s
airport was raised in a question at the Sas-
katchewan Association of Rural Munici-
palities convention.

Local municipalities have been working
on an airport expansion project to provide
alonger paved runway for Moosomin Air-

ort.

Part of the reason for the expansion is
so the airport can accommodate the Sas-
katchewan Air Ambulance. Local doctors
say a paved runway that can accommo-
date the fixed-wing Air Ambulance, along
with a CT scanner at the Southeast Inte-
grated Care Centre in Moosomin, would
lead to improved patient care for stroke
victims in southeast Saskatchewan, and
much improved transportation between
SEICC and stroke and trauma centres in
Saskatoon.

The airport project has received the
maximum contribution under the prov-
ince’s airport capital funding program for
three consecutive years, but still has a lot
of money to raise before the project can be
completed.

RM of Martin administrator Cheryl Bar-
rett raised the issue at SARM.

“I'm the administrator for the RM of
Martin and assistant administrator of the
RM of Moosomin. Does the province have
a strategy for rural airport infrastructure
versus just repairs?” she asked. “The rea-
son I ask is, in Moosomin a local collabo-
ration of entrepreneurs and RMs ranked a
paved runway as a priority number one.
The key reasons being healthcare, stroke,
getting children to the Children’s Hospi-
tal in Saskatoon, corporate investment,
key regional accessibility by air. We want
our rural communities to thrive and we
realize with this collaborative approach, it

Work on Moosomin'’s airport expansion project in September 2021

doesn’t always feel like the province is on
our side.”

“Thank you, and yes we do have a pro-
gram out there for the rural airports and
we’ve actually had quite an uptake on the
rural airport program,” responded High-
ways and Transportation Minister Fred
Bradshaw, whose department is respon-
sible for the airport infrastructure grant.

“We will partner with the various differ-
ent communities on the airports.

“As a former ag pilot I certainly know
that we need these airports around, in our

LORAAS
DISPOSAL
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comply with all safety policies.
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M Blue Cross benefits package.
B RRSP program.
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Knowledge of the operating and repair characteristics of large fleet vehicles.
Ability to read and understand complex electrical drawings, mechanical
drawings, shop manuals and troubleshooting diagrams.

Ability to work in conditions which are dirty, wet, and greasy, and be able to
work outside in all types of weather.

Ability to follow directions from repair manuals explicitly.

Ability to work independently and to insure quality completion of a project.
Ability to communicate to the Fleet Manager clearly so the parts necessary
for a job are ordered correctly and promptly.

Ability to provide close attention when working, Ability to exert moderate/
high physical effort for lifting heavy parts, tires, brake drums, etc.

Ability to work in fatiguing or awkward positions, including considerable
bending, standing and laying throughout the work day.

Knowledge of safety aspects and standard precautions. Must be willing to

Email resume to alchow@loraasdisposal.com
No phone calls please.

various rural communities.

“It's something that we are well aware
of, and we have been working with the
various different rural areas to help and
assist with the rural airports.”

Premier Scott Moe then interjected to
provide his thoughts.

“On that, there’s an interesting thing
going on in Moosomin on the economic
development file where there’s some tre-
mendous involvement by a number of
employers in the area that are really com-
ing together to really prioritize what they
see in their community and their region,
or what would advance investment es-
sentially, and when you quite often look
at economic development, we all look at
it as what can we attract, what new busi-
ness can we attract to the community and
really I think the focus that I see with the
individual I met from this group was how
do we attract people who can work in our
community and raise their family in our
community. So looking at it from the per-

DUTIES INCLUDE:
.

and repair.

QUALIFICATIONS:
e Class 3 driver’s license

spective of things like recreational centres,
looking at it from the perspective of orga-
nized sports for children and young fami-
lies that ultimately would move to your
community.

“The airport piece does have a health-
care aspect to it in some areas of the prov-
ince. We have STARS that has some broad
coverage across the province, but I know
being in the north there’s some areas where
fixed wing aircraft are still necessary.

“The airports also have a role to play as
Saskatchewan grows with the investments
that are arriving here, some of those larg-
er global companies, BHP likely among
them, and Nutrien. These very significant-
ly sized companies, when they have de-
cision makers come in from time to time,
they might come in by air.

“So it may be time for us to join and
have a strategic discussion on where our
si%'lniﬁcant airports are in the province and
what they are actually doing and the area
they’re serving, not just the community
where they’re located, but the broader re-
gion around that location.

“We have Saskatoon, Regina, Prince Al-
bert, Moose Jaw, Yorkton and a few others,
but we might want to have a geographical
look at what our airport infrastructure is
across the province and I can’t think of a
better individual to do that than our pilot
in cabinet, Fred Bradshaw.”

The premier then asked Rural and Re-
mote Health Minister Everett Hindley to
comment on the issue.

“Actually Minister Bradshaw and myself
had a meeting with representatives from
Moosomin earlier this past fall, organized
by MLA Steven Bonk, just to raise this very
issue from a number of different perspec-
tives and specific to the rural healthcare
provision in the community of Moosomin
and the area it serves,” said Hindley.

“That is an important area for us as gov-
ernment. We have to take a look from that
perspective and that angle and to look
at what does that area serve in terms of
healthcare.

“That includes road ambulance, air am-
bulance, STARS, accessibility to the com-
munity, making sure that the residents of
Moosomin and area have the ability to
access the health care that they need. So
we're looking at it from that lens as well.

“We had a very good meeting when we
met this past fall and I know we're taking
alook at some options there and some po-
tential ideas here for the future. So thanks
for raising the question.”
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Southeast College in Moosomin has a
new Health Care Cook program starting
in fall 2022. The program combines theory
and hands-on training in cooking healthy
foods for residents in health care settings.

Health Care Cook program starting in fall
at Southeast College in Moosomin

BY SIERRA D’Souza BurTs
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Southeast College in Moosomin has
introduced a new Health Care Cook 38-
week certificate program, that focuses
on teaching the knowledge and practice
of cooking healthy foods for residents in
health care settings.

The program starts August 29 and ends
June 16, 2023.

“The Health Care Cook program is de-
signed to train health care cooks to work
in health care settings. Anything from a
hospital to a long-term home, to a per-
sonal care home, to private care facilities,”
said Sheena Onrait of Southeast College.

“The program is very health focused,
rather than your typical commercial cook-
ing program that teaches you a broad base
of cooking skills, this program is very cus-

The immunity we develop
from vaccination is far
better than what we
naturally develop if we
were to get COVID-19.

- Dr. Betcher

Head of Critical Care, Regina

Your Third Dose Matters

dose, it's time for another.

Saskatchewan
Health Authority

The COVID-19 vaccine is your best defense
against getting sick. But over time, your
immunity fades. Getting your third dose

is important for keeping you and those
around you protected and healthy.

If it's been 5 months since your second

Visit saskatchewan.ca/covid-19-vaccine to find a clinic.

tomized to health care settings.”

“The students will learn how to modify

diets to meet texture and nutritional re-

uirements. This program really teaches
them how to work with food preparation
in order to meet some of those dietary re-
strictions and medical conditions for resi-
dents, when you are working in a health
care facility.”

Onrait said there are 10 spots available
in the program and people who are inter-
ested, should sign up online as soon as
they can.

“I would encourage anyone who is in-
terested in the program to either book
an appointment with one of our student
advisors through our website, or they can
also reach out to the local campus in Moo-
somin to have any questions answered as
well.”

Saskatchewan!,

What will
students be learning?

Onrait said because the program is a
combination of theory and field work,
students will be able to practice cooking
in the kitchen at the Mike Schwean Arena.

“It will be a combination of theory and
hands-on skills, because it’'s cooking and
because students will be learning what to
do with the kitchen and such, there will
definitely be a lot of hands on in areas of
general cooking skills, kitchen operations
and a heavy emphasis on safety and sani-
tation as well,” she said.

The meals prepared by students will be
served as lunch or dinner specials within
the community.

Onrait said Southeast College has been
trying to offer this program for a while,
but had to figure out logistics first.

“We wanted to offer this program for
quite some time, it sometimes can take a
while to find the spaces that are suitable
and optimal for learning.”

The Moosomin and Whitewood area is
great for the program as there is a demand
for health care cook jobs, she said.

“We just felt like the Moosomin and
Whitewood area was also a great oppor-
tunity for us to host this program for the
first time,” said Onrait.

“Every year we go through a consulta-
tive process with both internal and exter-
nal stakeholders, we go through to see if
there’s a need for these job in the area, is
there a student demand, all sorts of those
things factor in to where we decide to
host a program and which programs we
decide to offer.”

“We definitely have some data that sup-
ported the fact that health care cooks are
needed in the region, if not just in the re-
gion but in Saskatchewan as a whole. We

Da

Cannington Constituency

1-833-670-4400

306-443-4400

CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

(]
ryl Harrison {=
Member of the Legislative Assembly

look at the region, but we also look at the
bigger picture of Saskatchewan as well.”

Considering the Health Care Cook
program is a brokered program from
Saskatchewan Polytechnic, Onrait said
students who complete the program will
receive two certificates.

“Even though our students take the
programming through Southeast College,
we broker the majority of our programs
from Saskatchewan Polytechnic” she said.

“Once a student graduates, we will is-
sue a certificate from Southeast College,
as well as they will also get a certificate
from Saskatchewan Polytechnic because
they are the credit granting agency.”

Register online

for the program

There is no deadline to apply for the
program, however Onrait said she recom-
mends people apply as soon as possible.

“We're really excited to offer this pro-
gram, it's a challenge but a fun challenge
every time we offer new programs,” she
said.

“It takes a little more work to spread
the word and get the students in the com-
munity really interested about new pro-
grams, but it’s also really exciting to offer
something new in a community that we
haven’t offered it in before.”

Onrait said individuals who are inter-
ested should apply for the program and
if they have any questions, they should
contact the student advisors of Southeast
College.

Other full time programs offered at
Southeast College are the Electrician and
the Continuing Care Assistant programs.

Onrait said both programs Eave limit-
ed spots available and anyone interested
should apply online as soon as possible.

220 Centre Street / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK / SOC 0BO
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BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEUR EXPO

An innovative business event featuring speakers, panel presentations, trade show,
networking, and a business pitch event with an opportunity to win cash awards!

®@0 0

INSIGHT INNOVATION REACHING LEARNING
FOR SUCCESS

5TH ANNUAL SW BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEUR EXPO

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

swbusinessexpo.com

Wednesday, April 27, 2022

SOURIS-GLENWOOD MEMORIAL COMPLEX, SOURIS, MANITOBA
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM | ®40% PER PERSON

SPEAKER SESSIONS:

Local Business Success Stories

Starting Your Business From Scratch

(Panel Discussion)

First Impressions Are Your Super Power!

(Keynote)

Breakout Sessions
Your Audience = Your Creators =
Marketing on Steroids - Your Town Rising
Trial & Error Your Way To Success - Siere
Storefront WOW on a Shoestring Budget
— Your Town Rising
Social Media - Tweedia

Keynote Speakers

Leslie Fournier
& Gregg Mclachlan
of www.yourtownrising.com
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5th Annual Southwest
Business & Entrepreneur
Expo hosts Your Town
Rising speakers

The Municipality of Souris-Glenwood, RM of Pipestone,
Town of Virden, RM of Wallace-Woodworth, Town of Melita,
Municipality of Grassland and Municipality of
Deloraine-Winchester have come together for their 5th annual
business expo being held in Souris April 27

To mark the fifth anniversary, the South-
west Business Expo has put together an-
other exciting line up of speakers that will
provide innovative ideas and tools for
business and communities to succeed.

We start the day by highlighting our past
business pitches over the last five years to
showcase both the impact of the event and
celebrate the businesses ongoing success.
An interactive panel discussion, showcas-
ing business within the region to share
their path to success, is always a highlight.

The afternoon allows for registrants
to choose between a fantastic lineup of
speakers from Siere, Tweedia and Your
Town Rising.

“Although our virtual expo last year
had the ability to reach a broader audi-
ence, we are very excited to bring the focus
of this event back in person to Souris with
an amazing speaker line up, and unite our
business community within the Southwest
again,” says Echo Finlay, Economic Devel-
opment Officer, Municipality of Souris-
Glenwood.

Another unique annual feature of this
event is the Business Pitch Competition.
The competition will take place on April
26 in Souris with winners announced at
the event on April 27. This is open to start-

up entrepreneurs and existing businesses
looking to expand. Aside from receiving
feedback from an expert panel of judges,
they will get a chance to win cash prizes.

We are thrilled to introduce this year’s
Keynote and Session speakers from Your
Town Rising, Leslie Fournier and Gregg
McLauchlan. Two small-town Ontario
business owners, just like you, and re-
thinkers, who have been there, done it
and helped others succeed. They really do
know small towns.

We are also very excited to announce
that in partnership with some of our par-
ticipating municipalities of the Southwest
Business Expo, Leslie and Gregg will be
doing one on one downtown walkabouts
to hear our stories, challenges and help
communities see possibilities and ways
forward. They will be in the following
towns on:

 April 25: Kenton, Elkhorn, Virden

e April 26: Souris

 April 28: Municipality of Grassland

® April 29: Municipality of Deloraine-
Winchester

April 30: Melita, RM of Two Borders,
Municipality of Brenda-Waskada

For more information about Your Town
Rising visit www.yourtownrising.com

See Plain & Valley online any time at
wnnnw.plainandvalley.com
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Drilling activity looks like it is going to take an upswing in Southeast
Saskatchewan this year. There was more paid for leases in this one sale
than there was in all the sales in the last fiscal year. The vast majority
of the activity was in Southeast Saskatchewan where 177 leases were
offered and 142 were sold for a total of $17,111,929.83 for an average
price of $1,439.15 per hectare. There was also one drilling license is-
sued in the south east for $204,118. 65.

Minot’s best
authentic

3] Mexican
“ ; Restaurant!

To contact 2
\w 701-858-0777

Plain & Valley
call 306-435-2445

301-40th Ave. SW #1071
Minot, ND

Monday - Saturday: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday: 11a.m.-9 p.m.

YORKTON-MELVILLE
CATHAY. WAGANTALL@PARLGC.CA
CATHAYWAGANTALL CA « 306-782-3309
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Sask April oil and gas
offering raises $19.3 million

Offering exceeds total provincial oil and gas rights
sales for entire 2021-22 fiscal year

Saskatchewan’s April public offering of
Crown petroleum and natural gas rights,
held on Tuesday, April 5, has generated
$19,307,203.94 in revenue for the province,
more than ten times the revenue generated
by the April 2021 offering.

The April sale is the first of six oil and
gas public offerings scheduled for the
2022-23 fiscal year. The previous five sales
raised $6.1 million in February 2022, $1.4
million in December, $1.9 million in Octo-
ber, $3.1 million in August, and $0.5 mil-
lion in June 2021.

With this result, the first public offering
for the 2022-23 fiscal year has already ex-
ceeded 2021-22’s total of $14,988,127.34.

Of the 208 parcels offered, 169 parcels re-

= B ﬁ 5

\ GOING FAST!

ceived acceptable bids, representing over
23,000 total hectares.

Four parcels received bids that were re-
jected as unacceptable after a technical re-
view, and no bids were submitted for the
remaining 35 parcels.

The average bonus bid was $816.80 per
hectare with the highest acceptable bid at
$24,318.44 per hectare.

Southeast Saskatchewan produced the
highest interest, bringing in $17,111,929.83
for 142 parcels totalling 11,890.306 hect-
ares.

Seventeen of those parcels alone re-
ceived total bonus bids of $12,193,442.53.

The next sale of the current 2022-23 fiscal
year is scheduled for Tuesday, June 7, 2022.

our tubs are

HUGE
SALE

on all models!

Let Creasy’s Show You the

JACUZZI DIFFERENCE

Pre-order Now for Spring & Summer Delivery

SAVINGS

OFUPTO

*5,500

OFF!

NEW HOT TUBS

AS LOW AS

564

PER MONTH

The Most Inexpensive Hot Tubs In The World!

Creasy Hot Tubs & Billiards

2500 Park Avenue | Brandon, MB

| 204-729-8827 or 1-877-241-9580

www.jacuzzimanitoba.ca | www.facebook.com/jacuzzimanitoba
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CAMDEN HALL

condominiums

STUNNING
LOCATION

—— BY THE PARK ——

Just a stone's throw from one of North America’s

DEVELOPMENT

largest parks, the University of Regina and only 10
minutes to Downtown, getting anywhere from your
new home is easy.

A collection of one- and two-bedroom suites,
boasting energy efficient design and contemporary
finishes. You're new life awaits at Camden Hall.

geregina.com

om | (306) 543-3007

WWW.
info@nrdregir
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Jim Pattison receives Saskatchewan
Distinguished Service Award

The Government of Saskatchewan has recognized Jim
Pattison with the Saskatchewan Distinguished Service
Award for his commitment to Saskatchewan’s economy
and his dedication to philanthropy.

Mr. Pattison was privately presented with the award in
February 2022.

“Jim Pattison is the pride of Luseland, Saskatchewan,”
Premier Scott Moe said.

“His success is attributed to his hard work, dedication
and consideration for the greater good. Saskatchewan is

ON NOW FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY —

SAVE

THE TAX

EVEN ON OUR SALE PRICES! _

Adjustable
power headrest

Wesley Power Reclining Sofa

NTHLY PAYMENTS

3635 VICTORIA AVENUE « BRANDON, MB
204-727-4444

TOLL FREE:
1-800-267-4441

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
AY TO SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.

SUNDAY 12 P.M. -5 P.M.

( Southeast
College

proud to present Mr. Pattison with the award, as his
contributions to the province have benefited so many.”

Pattison started his career as a car salesman and is
now the CEQ, chair and sole owner of the Jim Pattison
Group, Canada’s largest privately held company. The
group owns Pattison Agriculture in Moosomin.

Pattison is also the owner of Ripley’s Believe It or
Not!, Guinness World Records, Save-On-Foods, Qual-
ity Foods, Real Estate Development and many media
outlets across the western provinces.

He is also a philanthropist. Pattison donated $50 mil-
lion toward the construction of the children’s hospital
in Saskatoon, which is now named in his honour. Be-
cause of his generosity, many families in Saskatchewan
are able to seek medical help and treatment closer to
home.

“Mr. Pattison has not only enriched Saskatchewan’s
economy, he has also improved the lives of the citi-
zens in our province,” Moe said. “I want to personally
thank Mr. Pattison for his work and continued contri-

Bl
|

All phones

butions.”

Pattison has always found ways to give back to the
province. In July 2017, he arranged for Hollywood icon
Marilyn Monroe’s crystal and rhinestone encrusted dress,
made famous when she wore it to sing “Happy Birthday”
to then United States President John F. Kennedy, to be dis-
played in his hometown of Luseland, drawing observers
from far and wide. The dress made further stops at his
Save-On-Food locations in Saskatoon and Regina, as well
as other store locations in western Canada.

The Saskatchewan Distinguished Service Award recog-
nizes non-residents of the province who have made out-
standing contributions to Saskatchewan and the develop-
ment of the province’s economy, culture and society.

Nominations for the Saskatchewan Distinguished Ser-
vice Award may be proposed by any ministry, agency or
Crown corporation of the Government of Saskatchewan,
or authority in which the government is a direct partner.

Including Pattison, 25 people have received the award
since its inception in 1997.

>0

upfront

Choose any device for SO upfront
with monthly Plus Pricing on a

2-year voice and data plan.

/\/,
ENTERngSa%I;?

306.452.6309

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Conditions apply.

NEW FULL-TIME PROGRAM IN MOOSOMIN!

HEALTH CARE COOK

38 WEEK PROGRAM

This program is designed to prepare cooks for work in
healthcare settings such as hospitals, long term care homes,
personal care homes and private care facilities.

Learn more about this exciting career in healthcare at www.southeastcollege.org
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Borderland Co-op continues to build

Moosomin liquor store now open * DQ to be built at Whitewood
Work on Moosomin food store expansion could begin within a year

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Borderland Co-oE has opened its newest operation, a li-
quor store next to the C-Store in Moosomin.

The liquor store opened on March 17, two years after
Borderland’s new head office opened in Moosomin. Prior
to that, the last major project for Borderland in Moosomin
was the opening of the home centre in 2015.

The next project for Borderland will be a DQ next to the
Whitewood C-store, and Borderland is looking ahead to
the expansion of the Moosomin food store.

Liquor store open

The new liquor store opened March 17.

“It took a little longer than we thought, just because of all
the supply chain challenges,” said Borderland Co-op Gen-
eral Manager Jason Schenn. “There were delays and unfor-
tunately that just keeps adding to the price. T{\e more time
everybody’s got to spend on site waiting on stuff, it doesn’t
get cheaper so it eats up the contingency pretty quick, but
we're glad to finally be ready to open.”

The liquor store adds three new full-time and three new
part-time jobs.

Why was the liquor store a priority for Borderland?

“We have a market there, with the highway, that is mas-
sive,” said Schenn. “When we first built the C-Store we
were continually evaluating traffic flow and just what the
traffic patterns are, and determining how can you keep at-
tracting people to come off the highway and visit our site
and visit the community.

“One of the things that we found is if you have comple-
mentary things out there then it's something to grab, it's
another reason for people to turn off the highway.

“Obviously the Tim Horton’s was the first big thing for
us to try and do that. That was immensely successful and
so we've been looking for other ways to branch out as well.

“So when this opportunity came along we were excited
to add that to what we can offer at that site.

“We now have three C-Stores down Highway 1—Moo-
somin, Whitewood and Broadview, and we have one at
Grenfell as well but it’s off the highway.

“We're trying to structure our C-Stores so we can give
a different kind of offering in each one so that if we don’t
have somebody pull in at this particular site we might have
something at the next site that might make them pull in
and support another one of our communities that we're
in.”

Borderland has invested about $2 million in the liquor
store and expects it to add up to $2 million a year to its
sales.

"-...;% ——

Borderland Co-op opens new liquor store in Moosomin

Borderland Co-op opened its liquor store next to the Moosomin C-Store March 17. Morgan
Muir, left, is the assistant manager, and Trena Kelly, right, is manager of both the gas bar and the
liquor store. The new store is the third liquor store in Moosomin, along with the Uptown Liquor
Store and the Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority store.

“We're hoping that we're going to be in the neighbor-
hood of $1.5 million to $2 million worth of volume a year
in liquor sales and then there’s going to be the additional li-
tres of fuel and C-Store sales that will come with it as well,”
he said.

Schenn said a grand opening will be held on the May
long weekend.

“We will be doing a grand opening for the May long, a
“kick off the summer’ kind of deal, while we're just doing a
soft launch here right now, just to get open and start sorting
out some of the kinks.

“We started out with

NOW HIRING FOR

ALL POSITIONS!

B H2S, First aid, Transportation of Dangerous

what we think is a pretty robust selection. There’s about
1,000 different items in the store and we’ve got lots of capa-
bility to add more.

“We're hoping that as people come in and say ‘hey can
you get this?’ “can you get that?” we’ll be able to add what
people are looking for. Of course we've got the entire SLGA
cataloque and then all the different craft breweries and ev-
erything else like that, that are out and about around the
countryside that we do have access to.

Continued on page 19 v

Goods (TDG), WHIMIS Certification &
Valid Class 5 Driver’s License Required

We offer a benefits package and
competitive wages

Please e-mail resume to
cdoilwell@gmail.com
or call Adam at 204-851-2118

SN
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v Continued from Page 18

“Things within SLGA it’s really simple, we can get that
kind of stuff within a week kind of thing. Some of the more
far flung breweries and that kind of thing that you have
to get from direct is usually a two to four week lead time,
but we definitely have space to add more variety to the
lineup.”

Whitewood DQ

Borderland is working on building a DQ in Whitewood,
next to the C-Store there.

“DQ came to us and asked us about it, so we had to do
a lot of thinking about it, because it’s not really one of our
traditional business lines, but there are a couple other Co-
ops that have entered into that as well so we've got a little
bit of expertise to draw on there, and we decided to go
ahead with it.”

Schenn said the DQ could be open by the summer or fall
of 2023.

“We're off to drawings right now so once we get the
drawings done, and go out to tender to get ourselves a
contractor, hopefully we é‘et digging maybe by mid-sum-
mer or late summer and then the supply chain issues will
dictate when we will actually open, but our basic target is
kind of like late summer/ fall of 2023 to be finally open.”

Schenn said the DQ will be a good addition to the site.

“We've got two of the electric vehicle charging stations
there with Tesla and with our own, and the drivers of
electric vehicles come there, and they’re sitting there 40
minutes while their vehicles charge and there’s not much
for them to do.

“There’s only so much convenience store shopping and
things like that they can do while they’re there. So having
a restaurant there nearby that they can go and have a cof-
fee or lunch or whatever the case might be is something
they’ve been asking for, and just in general in the com-
munity, we’ve been talking with the town a fair amount
about their economic plans and what they’re trying to do,
and it was kind of interesting, through the process one of
the things that was identified is that there’s not a lot of
student opportunities for employment and that kind of
fast food kind of a restaurant fit perfectly with what we
were already working on.”

Moosomin food store

Schenn said work will begin this spring on demolition
of the former Tino’s Restaurant site to allow the expan-
sion of the Moosomin food store.

“There is a pile of planning work that is going in behind
the scenes right now and it all starts with getting that area
cleaned up and ready. The biggest challenge right now
is the supply chain issues because we're seeing various
components, critical components like refrigeration being

You are invited to our

Open House

Ambient, spacious 1 and 2 bedroom suites available

Saturday, April 23, 2022
12 p.m.-5p.m.

6 Dr. Arthur Avenue, Redvers, SK |

Borderland Co-op opens new liquor store in Moosomin

Borderland Co-op opened its liquor store next to the Moosomin C-Store March 17. Border-
land CEO Jason Schenn in the walk-in beer cooler.

10-12 months out.

“It’s the same thing with the DQ project as well. They’re
saying that their refrigeration stuff is eight to 10 months
out. It almost adds a year to every project.

“We were hoping to get moving a little quicker on the
food store this year but that’s going to be our challenge.
We've got a base set of concept drawings that we have
designed already for an expanded marketplace store.

“Ideally we're looking to go around a 10,000 square feet
addition so it's not a small addition to the store.

“We have 17,000 square feet, so adding 10,000 actually
puts us being a little bigger than some of the other ones
around. I think Virden is around 22,000.

He said the demolition of the north end of the building
south of the food store is the first steE.

“We're hoping to get that done this spring,” he said.
“Once we can get that cleaned up, then we’ve got a better
space for really adjudicating what we’ve got, and we’'ll
have to fix the wall up on the north side of that building
after the demolition so they’ve got a good exterior wall to
work with. Then we can actually know what we’re deal-
ing with for actual real space and talk about setbacks and
all those other things so that we can finish our concept

Book your suite
in the month of
April or May and

www.RedversUnionEstates.ca

Door Prize « Refreshments ¢ Suite Tours

Everyone Welcome! g

REDVERS UNION ESTATES OFFERS:

« Stress Free Lifestyle

« In-suite laundry room

* Heated indoor parking

« Large kitchen with walk-in pantry

Colette Branigan (306) 840-7

« Private Balcony

» Guest suite available

« Central Elevator

* Common Room with full kitchen

» Indoor Pool/Hot Tub »
100% Non-Smoking >

Standard & Studio
Rooms Available

motel + studio

designs and then start working through the whole pro-
cess of finding a consultant to do the drawings and glen
working towards that expansion.”

When could work begin on the project?

“In an ideal world within the next year,” says Schenn.
“But that’s a tall order these days getting anything out
the gate fast. The hope is trying to get into construction
next year sometime and then it will probably be almost
a full year construction cycle unless something changes
with some of the major components because with refrig-
eration, mechanical, food service, that kind of stuff we’d
be adding to the store, that has very, very long wait times.

“We're looking at a few other projects in other commu-
nities as well like C-Stores and that kind of thing. Ijust got
a message the other day that the underground fuel tanks
are 60-70 weeks out so it’s kind of crazy the way it is out
there to try and get some projects done.

“We've got a huge list of projects over the next decade
that we want to get done that impacts every community
that we serve. We want to make sure we balance all those
kinds of things and keep everybody as happy as we can.
We'll never please everybody but we're definitely work-
ing to do our best.”

mERaT T ol - = 3 B |

Welcome Back!
We wish to welcome back all
Canadian visitors

Fitness Centre

Located next to
Applebee’s and
Dakota Square Mall

1515 - 22nd Ave SW
Minot, ND 58701

701-852-2201

www.motelé.com/en/home/motels.nd.minot.3615.html
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LIVESTOCK
PRICES

20
AVERAGE

5-YEAR
AVERAGE

Above: Table 1: Livestock prices ($/cwt) are expected to improve year
over year and to exceed the 5-year average.

The three major trends to
monitor for cattle and hog
operations in 2022 include:

e China’s red meat im-
ports and its efforts to re-
build its pig herd

® Feed costs

e Stabilizing red meat
demand

It will be another year
of split margins in the
cattle sector—positive for
cow-calf and pressured
for feedlots. Prices will
rise year-over-year (YoY)
and be better than their re-
spective five-year averages
(Table 1). But, continued
growth in feed costs has
taken—and will continue
to take—a big bite out of
profitability.

Average’ hog  prices
should be higher in 2022,

both YoY and relative to
their five-year averages,
and that will help pro-
duce positive margins for
isowean operations. But it
will also be a year that far-
row-to-finish operations in
the East will benefit more
from a relative feed cost
advantage than those in
the West, where some prof-
itability challenges may be
present.

At the end of last year,
higher cattle placement
led to a strong supply of
fed cattle in early 2022. But
high feed costs mean fed
cattle will be marketed at
lower weights, leading us
to forecast Canadian cattle
production at 6.4 billion
Ibs. in 2022, a 2.5% YoY
loss. That, along with low-
er beginning stocks, has
dampened t}%e forecast for

exports in 2022.

Hog production, forecast
at 6 billion 1bs. in 2022, is
flat compared to 2021 pro-
duction.

Three trends to
watch in 2022

1. The legacy of ASF and
China’s efforts to rebuild
its hog herd

In 2022, China’s hog pro-
duction is forecast to grow
YoY, and pork production
will grow 5%, the second
year in a row it's risen
(Figure 1) after low prices
and disease outbreaks led
to higher YoY slaughter in
2021. Pork imports will de-
cline as domestic pork ﬁro—
duction is expected to i{—i
total meat supplies rea
pre-ASF levels but remain
elevated beyond histori-
cal levels. In 2021, they fell

Save More for
Your Business

Commercial rebates
available on eligible
high-efficiency natural
gas equipment,
including:

* Water Heaters

* Furnaces
Boilers
Infrared Tube
Heaters

Rebates starting at

*375

Expect more from
your water heater.

Visit saskenergy.com or contact a
participating Network Member for
a complete list of program terms

and conditions.
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Above: Figure 1: Chinese '22 pork production growth likely to limit
pork imports; beef imports continue to grow.

2022 cattle and hog sector outlook

16.7% from the sharp high
seen in 2020, and they’re
expected to fall a further
4.5% in 2022. Year-over-
year growth in beef im-
ports is expected to con-
tinue for the second year
in a row, with the USDA
forecasting 10.2% growth
in 2022 after 65.5% growth
in 2021.

According to some com-
mentators, China has
struggled to produce its
planned meat output for
several years now. Some
Chinese ‘estimates suggest
that by following their
current five-year livestock
plan, Chinese producers
will regain the output of
2014 only by 2025, primar-
ily by recapturing the pork
production lost to ASF. The
national plan calls for in-
creased self-sufficiency in
livestock and meat produc-
tion, a questionable goal
given the country’s avail-
able land and clean water
supplies.

Reach 28,000
households in
Southeast
Saskatchewan
and Southwest
Manitoha!
306-435-2445

CALL/CLICK BEFORE
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China’s {)ork production
may be stalled for the short
term as disease continues
to take a toll and the sow
herd1 continues to rebuifld,
implying opportunities for
Caga}:iia%\ g}(aporters. Chi-
nese imports of Canadian
pork exploded in 2020 (Fig—
ure 2). They then fell 54.9%
YoY in 2021 while remain-
ing 65.7% above the previ-
ous five-year average. It's
the same story for Japan,
where lower YoY exports
were still 16.9% above their
five-year average.

Exports to our other
principal import markets
gained in 2020 and con-
tinued to grow in 2021.
That suggests global pork
demand remains elevated
and can be expected to
support price growth soon.

2. Feed availability and
prices in Canada

While feed costs remain
well above their five-year
averages in Eastern and
Western Canada in 2022,

they should drop YoY.

As prices for livestock
rise and feed costs decline,
the livestock-to-feed ratios
in Canada’s east and west
are expected to improve
moderately. For cattle, the
improvement in prices ex-
pected in 2022 won't be
enough to offset the steep
increase in feed costs seen
in 2020 and 2021, despite
a levelling of feed price in-
creases in 2022. The price-
to-feed ratio is projected
to be flat and at lower lev-
els than the last two years
(Figure 3).

3. Domestic red meat
demand expected to gain
ground in 2022

Between 2015 and 2019,
the annual average Cana-
dian consumption growth
for the two red meats av-
eraged -1.0% for pork and
1.0% for beef. In 2020, YoY

ork domestic availability
ell while beef remained
steady.

Continued on page 21 v
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Above: Figure 2: Growth in 2021 Canadian pork exports to U.S. and

others help offset lower exports to China.

Above: Figure 3: Cattle prices have declined relative to feed prices.

2022 cattle and hog sector outlook

v Continued from page 20

Preliminary estimates suggested declining Canadi-
an beef consumption in 2021, but that may prove to be
a unique aberration that will reverse in 2022. Domestic
consumption had been slowly climbing for five previous
years and stabilized in 2020. Pork consumption declined
10% YoY in 2016, pulling down the five-year average, then
it quickly gained ground between 2017 and 2020. But the
first year of the pandemic was extraordinary in terms
of the sudden falFin pork consumption - and whatever
decline in 2021’s red meat consumption is realized may
paint an even bleaker picture.
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It may not be as bleak as it seems, however. The falling
consumﬁﬁon can be explained by dips in household in-
come while meat prices rose, foodservice shutdowns and
two years of huge boosts to Canadian red meat exports.
Retail inflation in December stood at 11.9% and 8.4% YoY
for beef and pork, a higher figure than other animal pro-
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teins such as chicken (6.2%), eggs (3.8%) and dairy (3.0%).
We should see less inflation over the next few months as
various supplfi chain issues are sorted out. But prices for
red meats are likely to stabilize at high levels given higher

costs across the entire supply chain and strong domestic
and global demand.
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New federal funding to enrich USask
digital agriculture research

Dr. lan Stavness (PhD), Dr. Lingling Jin (PhD)
and Dr. Leon Kochian (PhD).

A University of Saskatchewan (USask) Computer Sci-
ence and Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) team
has been awarded $125,000 in funding from the Canada
Foundation for Innovation’s (CFI) ]oﬁn R. Evans Lead-
ers Fund (JELF) to support the development of innova-
tive greenhouse imaging and computing infrastructure.

Data-driven processes and decisions are increasing-
ly important in the agriculture sector. Although large
amounts of farm and plant data are being collected by
growers and scientists, the ability to create actionable
information from these large datasets remains a key
challenge.

To fill this gap in the rapidly expanding digital agri-
culture sector, the USask team, led by Dr. Lingling Jin
(PhD), assistant professor of computer science in the
College of Arts and Science, and GIFS research leaders,
Dr. Ian Stavness (PhD), Research Chair in Computation-
al Agriculture, and Dr. Leon Kochian (PhD), Canada
Excellence Research Chair in Global Food Security, will
use the new funds to build the Green SkEye platform.
This innovative infrastructure combines state-of-the-
art computing and plant imaging hardware to analyze
plant populations in greenhouses at an unprecedented
level of detail.

“At USask our researchers are working hard with the

future in mind, and that means developing technolo-
gies that can contribute to greater food security around
the globe,” said Vice-President Research at USask, Baljit
Singh. “We appreciate this investment, which allows us
to help us attract and retain world-class expertise.”

The platform will build on the foundation and
strengths of the GIFS-led Plant Phenotyping and Im-
aging Research Centre (P2IRC), including data science
and bioinformatics. GIFS" Plant Growth Facility will
also provide greenhouse space and resources, as well as
serve as a testing ground for the Green SkEye platform.
GIFS will also provide additional funds for the devel-
opment of this ﬁlatform, with other funds and support
flowing through the Canada Excellence Research Chair
in Food Security, led by GIFS.

“The Green SkEye platform represents an innovative
solution to a challenging problem in agriculture and
that solution would not be possible without our strong
aétech ecosystem,” said Dr. Steven Webb (PhD), GIFS
chief executive officer. “We are excited to provide both
matching funding and infrastructure for this collabora-
tive project that contributes to our vision of a world
where everyone has access to safe and nutritious food.”

Current plant imaging systems widely used for re-
search and commercial purposes are large and expen-
sive. The Green SkEye platform is a made-in-Saskatche-
wan plant imaging system that will be globally unique,
capturing real-time colour and near-infrared images at
a fraction of the cost of commercial solutions for imag-
ing plants in specialized chambers or on robotic gan-
tries.

“The unique data generated by the Green SkEye sys-
tem, in combination with existing field and genotyping
data platforms, will provide a competitive advantage,
helping attract and retain outstanding new researchers
working on deep learning, data analytics, bioinformat-
ics, genomics, and phenomics research,” said Jin.

The transdisciplinary collaboration enabled by the
project will advance our understanding of the interac-
tions among the different elements of the agricultural
system, ensuring Canada stays on the cutting edge
when it comes to agricultural productivity and food
security.

“This new facility builds upon data science and
bioinformatics foundations established in the CFREF-
funded Plant Phenotyping and Imaging Research Cen-
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ter, led by GIFS,” said Stavness. “It will result in col-
laborations between GIFS, Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada, the Crop Development Centre, and a number
of industry partners.”

Funding provided through JELF helps institutions at-
tract and retain outstanding researchers by providing
up to 40 per cent of the cost of academic research in-
frastructure, with remaining funds solicited from other
public and private sources.
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New study shows
strong return on

farmers’

investments

in wheat breeding

According to a new study, western Ca-
nadian farmers have received nearly $33
in return through varietal improvements
for every dollar they invested in wheat
breeding.

In 2021, the Canadian Wheat Research
Coalition (CWRC), which includes the
Saskatchewan =~ Wheat Development
Commission, Alberta Wheat Commis-
sion, and Manitoba Crop Alliance, along
with the Western Grains Research Foun-
dation (WGRF), and the Saskatchewan
Winter Cereals Development Commis-
sion (SWCDC), began working together
on a study to quantify the benefits of
wheat breeding investments by western
Canadian producers over the past 27
years.

The three farmer-led crop commis-
sions comprising CWRC receive funding
through mandatory but refundable pro-
ducer levies on grain sold. The commis-
sions contribute a large portion of their
budgets towards innovative research on
farmers’ behalf. Genetic and agronomic
advancements to achieve maximum
yields, and achieving a consistent end-
use quality are properties on which the
Prairie commissions base their research
programming.

“This study clearly indicates that farm-
er investment in public breeding pro-
grams is working and is providing sub-
stantive returns to farmers,” says Fred
Greig, Chair of the CWRC and Manitoba
Crop Alliance representative. “Current

information will allow CWRC and wheat
commissions the ability to affirm our in-
vestment strategy and / or adjust it to bet-

ter utilize farmers’ hard-earned dollars.”

The CWRC, WGRF, and SWCDC
worked with Dr. Richard Gray and Dr.
Katarzyna Bolek-Callbeck to update the
previous studies that examined wheat
farmers’ return on investment (ROI) for
wheat varietal development.

Only yield improvements were con-
sidered when calculating the benefits to
farmers to keep the estimate as conser-
vative as possible. Including other traits
such as improved insect and disease re-
sistance would have further increased
ROI but are dependent on specific en-
vironmental conditions and are difficult
to assess. Improvements in agronomic
practices over the same period were also
not included in the final ROI estimates.

“Our measure is conservative because
we don't include many other potential
benefits. It does provide a very defend-
able estimate because we can measure it
accurately,” says Gray. “Wheat yields are
something that everybody sees. They un-
derstand that the new varieties are better
than the older varieties, yielding better,
and improved yields are tf‘;e key trait that
delivers value back to the producer.”

The report also outlines that vari-
etal development investments have a
trickle-down benefit to all of society,
with taxpayers reaping the returns, as
well. Enhancing breeding capacity and
maintaining funding relationships and
budgets will be key to ensuring the con-
tinued success of farmer investments in
varietal development moving forward.

The full comprehensive report is avail-
able at wheatresearch.ca.
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Flea Beetle Damage on Canola
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Flea beetles become active with the first ex-
tended period of warm weather in April and
May. Striped flea beetles (shown) emerge from
winter rest one to four weeks before the all-
black crucifer flea beetles.

Canola seeding steps to reduce flea beetle risk

By KertH GABERT
Canola growers can take steps before or at seeding to
improve crop competition against flea beetles. These in-
clude:

Residue management

Standing stubble protects soil from erosion and collects
more snow. Stubble also improves flea beetle manage-
ment by providing shelter from wind. With direct seed-
ing, the remaining stubble can keep flea beetles feeding
on leaves—and not down on the stems. A few bites on a
leaf are far less damaging than a few bites on the stem.

Seed decisions

If growers have some wiggle room on last minute seed
treatment decisions, they may upgrade their seed treat-
ment. Enhanced insecticide seed treatments will improve
flea beetle protection, especially when used in combina-
tion with the following management practices. Arrange a
check strip comparison if you have two seed treatments
on the same variety.

Aim for five to eight

plants per square foot

This target is good for yield, and more plants mean
fewer flea beetles per plant and more seed treatment per
acre.

Take steps for fast

emergence and more vigour

Rapid emergence and vigorous early-season growth
can extend seed treatment protection until the four-leaf
stage, which is generally considered to be the end of the
flea beetle risk period. To achieve these objectives, seed
shallow, at a reduced speed, into a warm, moist seedbed.
Use only safe rates of seed-placed fertilizer. Our best rec-
ommendation is to use only phosphorus in the seed row
and no more than 20 Ib./ac. of actual phosphate. Higher
rates of seed-placed fertilizer can add more stress, slow
the pace of growth and reduce the plant stand.

Once the crop has emerged

Even with all of these steps, flea beetle damage can still
reach the economic threshold of 25 per cent leaf area loss
across the field. If feeding is a concern, scout frequently,
especially in warm, dry conditions that are ideal for flea
beetles.

Flea beetles become active with the first extended pe-
riod of warm weather in April and May. Striped flea bee-
tles emerge from winter rest one to four weeks before the
crucifer flea beetles, and it may take three weeks for all
overwintering adults to emerge.

Canola Watch has good tips on the spray decision and
tips to improve results. Please go to canolawatch.org/
fundamentals, click on the Insects section and read “The
flea beetle spray decision: 8 steps” and “How to assess
leaf area loss from flea beetles”.

Keith Gabert is a Canola Council of Canada agronomy spe-
cialist and a contributor to Canola Watch. Subscribe for the
timely agronomy emails at canolawatch.org/signup.
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Possible impacts of the

Country Barley Corn Canola Wheat Sunflower oil
United States 179 (9) 58219 (1) 160 (8) 2513 (3) 44 (12)
Ukraine 4,604 (4) 26930 (4) 2,541(3) 19132 (5) 6,003 (1)
Argentina 2779(5) 35034 (2) 14 (10) 12,647 (7)  721(4)
Russia 5155 (3) 4,173 (6) 488 (4) 37179 (1) 368 (2)
European Union 6,700 (1) 4,205 (5) 288 (5) 31,322 (2) 755 (3)
Brazil 0 (NA) 32,484 (3) 0 (NA) 736 (17) 0 (NA)
Canada 27339 (6) 1393(12) 9182(1) 22,435(4) 1(25)
Australia 5,903 (2) 65 (29) 2,754 (2) 16,267 (6) 2 (24)

Table 1. Average exports in thousand metric tonnes between 2017
and 2021 (rank in parentheses).

The invasion of Ukraine by Russia touches us all. The unfolding tragedy hits close to
home given the large Ukrainian community in Canada. Acknowledging the immense
human and economic tolls of the war, we will focus here on the economic impacts on the
Canadian ag and food sectors of the conflict and the associated sanctions.

Trade with Ukraine and Russia

An expected outcome of the war is that trade with Ukraine will slow down and that
sanctions imposed on Russia will make trade with that country more difficult. Both
Ukraine and Russia are not large trade partners to Canadian ag and food businesses.
In the last five years, Canada has exported on average $65 million in ag and food prod-
ucts to Ukraine and imported for about $33 million of these products. Over the same
period, on average, Canada has exported $80 million and imported for $93 million in
ag and food products to Russia. These markets are small compared to Canada’s main
trading partners, nonetheless they can be important to some Canadian businesses.

Grains and oilseeds
We expect the war to have an important impact on the grains and oilseeds market,
adding more volatility to already unpredictable markets. Ukraine and Russia are ma-
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Russia/Ukraine conflict

jor exporters of barley, corn, canola, wheat and sunflower oil (Table 1). If the conflict
and accompanying sanctions negatively impact the production or the movement of
those commodities, shortage on the world market or shifts in trade flows would cause
Pprices to rise.

Ag commodity markets have alreadﬁ been shaken by the war. Last Thursday, fu-
tures for corn, soybean, canola and wheat were significantly up, some even hitting
their daily upper limit. However, those gains were erased soon afterward as it appears
that products related to the energy sector might be exempt of US sanctions. On Mon-
day, following the announcement over the weekend of new and tougher sanctions on
Russia, markets were again on edge with wheat up more than 5%.

Fertilizers
Fertilizer prices are already inflated because of various disruptions from the pan-
demic. The conflict could add to these disruptions if sanctions affect Russia’s fertilizer
exports.
Continued on page 26 =
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Possible impacts of the Russia/Ukraine conflict

w Continued from page 25

This is in addition to
Russia’s self-imposed ex-
port quota on fertilizer to
control inflation within its
borders.

In 2020, Russia was
the world’s largest fertil-
izer exporter with exports
reaching  US$7  billion
(World Bank WITS data-
base). China, which is also
limiting its exports, was
second at US$6.6 billion
and Canada was third at
US$5.2 billion because of
its potash exports.

Energy

Russia was the world’s
third largest oil producer
in 2020 (or second de-
pending on the source).
If sanctions limit Russia’s
exports, this would fur-
ther contribute to rising
oil prices. Oil prices have
been rising already be-
cause of the uncertainty
caused by the conflict.

Russia is a major natu-
ral gas exporter to Europe.
Amongst the sanctions al-
ready imposed, Germany
has suspended the certifi-
cation of the Nord Stream

Directions: From the jun

2 natural gas pipeline.
This will not impact natu-
ral gas prices in Europe in
the short term. However,
if sanctions affect the on-

going flow of natural gas,
it will cause prices to spike
in Europe. This will fur-
ther boost fertilizer prices
as natural gas is a key in-

put in nitrogen-based fer-
tilizer production.

Macroeconomic

conditions

An indirect effect of the
ongoing conflict is that in-
vestors are turning to the
USD as a safe-haven cur-
rency. Oil prices should
currently favour a stronger
Canadian dollar but the
uncertainty regarding the
conflict in Ukraine is sup-
porting a strong USD.

Going forward, what
will happen will depend
on how the conflict de-
velops. If the loonie stays
weak, it will boost exports,
help growth but also make
imports pricier and cause
additional inflationary
pressures at a time when
inflation is hitting levels
not seen in a generation.
This might force the Bank
of Canada to take a more
aggressive approach to
curb inflation by raising
interest more rapidly than
otherwise. Another possi-
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ble outcome is that the war
and sanctions will cause
global economic growth
to slow down, weaken in-
flationary pressures and

delay expected interest rate
hikes from western central
banks. It is too soon to pre-
dict which scenario will
prevail.
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Green fields of crops between Moosomin and Fairlight last summer.

Farmland values up
14.7% in SE Sask

BY SIERRA D’Souza Butts

LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

According to FCC’s 2021 Farmland
Values Report there was an 8.3 per cent
increase in average farmland values for
Canada last year, an increase from the 5.4
per rise in values in 2020.

Saskatchewan reported an average in-
crease of 7.4 per cent in farmland values.
This came after a 5.4 per cent increase in
2020 and a 6.2 per cent increase in 2019.

Manitoba farmland values increased by
9.9 per cent during 2021, following a 3.6
per cent increase in 2020 and a 4 per cent
increase in 2019.

The FCC Farmland Values Report high-
lighted some significant increases in aver-

age land values in several areas, with the
highest recorded in Ontario of 22.2 per
cent and British Columbia of 18.1 per cent.
Two of the Atlantic provinces followed
with increases of 15.2% in Prince Edward
Island and 12.3% in Nova Scotia.

Farmland values
grow in eastern

Saskatchewan
While much of the Prairies were im-
pacted by drought in 2021, Chris Préjet,
appraiser for Saskatchewan at FCC, stated
that farmland in eastern regions of the
province increased in value because they
were impacted less by the drought.
Continued on page 31 v
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Ukraine invasion
will strain grain
supplies

The Russian invasion of Ukraine will
strain world grain supplies for months
to come, driving up prices and infla-
tion rates, said a panel of economists on
Tuesday. “God forbid we have a weather
problem this year,” said Dan Basse, head
of AgResource Co., who described war in
the Black Sea region as the greatest supply
shock since World War I.

“This is the biggest supply shock that
we can find, looking backwards at our
data to 1914 ... on a caloric basis,” he said,
amounting to about 11% of the world’s
annual consumption.

“A war that extends to June would be
catastrophic for the spring crops” of corn,
wheat, and sunflowers, added Basse dur-
ing on online forum organized by the
Farm Foundation. “The question is, can
they (Ukrainian farmers) get it in the
ground?”

Private consultant William Liefert said
Ukrainian grain production “will suffer
from major harm” to the infrastructure
for moving grain and obtaining seeds and
other crop inputs. If Russia gains con-
trol of Black Sea ports, it could prevent
Ukraine from exporting grain from this
year’s harvest or grain held over from the
2021 crops. Economic sanctions were ex-
pected to push Russia into a recession.

Russia is the No. 1 wheat exporter in the
world and Ukraine is No. 4 in corn. Wheat
prices surged to record highs following
the invasion. Corn and soybean prices
also are up due to tightening supplies.

The uncertainties over the outcome of
the invasion will keep grain prices high
and exert inflationary pressure, said Basse.
The U.S. inflation rate, already the highest
in four decades at 7.9%, could peak at 8%
or 9% in late summer, he said.

“I think all bets are off now” regard-

ing inflation, said Joe Glauber, of the IF-
PRI think tank, because of questions over
the volume of future grain production in
Ukraine and Russia and how much of it
would reach the world market.

“I know this isn’t necessarily the most
popular suggestion, but I think the (Unit-
ed States) should consider suspending
these mandates” for biodiesel production
and use, said Glauber. “To me, food sort of
trumps that.”

The Renewable Fuel Standard guaran-
tees biodiesel a share of the U.S. fuel mar-
ket and a $1-a-gallon tax credit is offered
to producers. Some 40% of U.S. soybean
oil is used in making biofuels. Soy oil is
also used as an ingredient in foods rang-
ing from baked goods to salad dressing. A
bushel of soybeans yields 11 pounds of oil
during processing.

“Our forecast for the year ahead is that
combined maybe these two countries
will do 20 million to 22 million tonnes of
wheat (exports),” said Basse. “Our esti-
mate is that (Ukraine) is going to be down
around 50%, or almost that, at 22 million
tonnes” of corn production in 2022, with
exports also down sharply.

India and Australia have huge wheat in-
ventories, which partially will fill the gap
created by war in Ukraine. But drought
dragged down crop production in South
America in recent months and the U.S.
and Canadian wheat belts have been dry
for months, so grain supplies could re-
main tight, said Basse and Glauber.

One side effect potentially would be
farm income at the Eighest level ever due
to continued high commodity prices, said
Basse. At the same time, demand for U.S.
grains could press the transportation net-
work to its limits. “The pipe to export fa-
cilities may not be big enough.”

THE
AGRICULTURE
NETWORK

Increase your return on investment
with Clearfield® canola

With

r Clearfield canola programs you have the opportunity

to boost your bottom line with higher revenue per acre. You'll receive:

- complimentary on-farm pick-up,
- year-round delivery options, and
- exclusive contract premiums for substantial returns.

You're also supporting a growing global market for healthier
canola ails, providing you with additional market access options
Take advantage of the agronomic benefits available in the Clearfield

and Nexera™
Clearfield
portfalios
and sign up
todau!

connects producel

jrated ag

around the world.

Find out more at
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Hebert Grain Ventures is an innovative and
progressive large scale grain farm located at
Fairlight, SK. We are seeking individuals for
the following positions to join our team!

Class 1A Operator Truck Driver

Do you long for the opportunity to work in an entrepreneurial environment and
help influence the direction of a dynamic company?

The successful candidate will have the following:
m Positive mindset, drive to succeed, and work well in a team environment
m Class 1A drivers license and clean driving record
B Knowledge and ability to operate agriculture equipment would be an
asset

Apply to admin@hebertgrainventures.com

Summer Internship Position

WHAT YOU'LL DO:
B Field operations including but not limited to seeding, spraying and harvest
m Agronomy and field scouting

WHAT WE OFFER:
m  Competitive wages
® Housing and transportation
®m Bonus and referral program

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:
m Use of granular farm management software
® Maximizing operational efficiency using My John Deere
®m The latests John Deere technology
m  Use of weather stations and algorithms to make nutrient and pesticide de-
cisions

Apply to admin@hebertgrainventures.com

Equipment Operator
If you like working in a high tempo environment and being on the cutting edge of
farming practices, this is the job for you!

WHAT YOU'LL DO:
m Field operations including but not limited to seeding, spraying and harvest
m Agronomy and field scouting

WHAT WE OFFER:
m Competitive wages
®m Housing and transportation
®m Bonus and referral program

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:
Use of granular farm management software
Maximizing operational efficiency using the latest John Deere Technology
Use of weather stations and algorithms to make nutrient and pesticide
decisions

Apply to admin@hebertgrainventures.com

HIGlV

HERBERT GRAIN VENTURES

www.HebertGrainVentures.com

Reach 28,000 households when
you place your employment
ad in in Plain and Valley!
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2022 Grains, oilseeds and pulses sector outlook

The major trends to monitor for grain, oilseed and pulse
operations include:

¢ Inflationary pressures on crop inputs

* Geopolitical tensions and global trade

It was another extraordinary year in 2021. We witnessed
record-breaking drought in parts of Canada and the U.S.,
unrivalled shipping rate increases and increasingly costly
global demand for most crops amid ever-shrinking sup-
plies. In Canada, grains, oilseeds and pulse producers did
well, with an estimated 11.9% year-over-year (YoY) growth
in farm cash receipts. They took a hit on expenses, as gen-
eral inflation on goods rose 4.4% YoY, and farm inputs in-
creased, on average, by 12.0% for the first three quarters of
2021.

Commodity prices will continue to boost revenues
throughout the 2021-22 and 2022-23 marketing years (MY)
(Table 1). We forecast prices for all principal field crops
to remain elevated above their five-year averages, even
though for all but yellow peas, red lentils and spring wheat,
they’re projected 5.1% (canola) to 9.1% (durum) lower YoY
in 2022-23.

Global supplies of principal crops improved in 2021, but
many are still tight. That, along with record-low Canadi-
an supplies and persistent global demand, is expected to
maintain strong Canadian prices throughout 2022.

Profitability to be challenged by

input costs in 2022-23

While revenues should be good for the 2022-23 MY, the
biggest concern will still be profitability. Input costs contin-
ue to rise from elevated levels, although the speed at which
they do so is expected to taper off. We expect producers of
all major field crops to be profitable throughout the MY,
although margins will be tigliint on barley and spring wheat.

Wheat

The USDA projects 2021-22 Argentinian wheat produc-
tion at a record 20.5 MMt, a 16.2% YoY increase and the
European Union at 138.9 MMt, a 9.4% YoY increase. Russia
and Ukraine are projected to have produced a combined
108.5 MMt. Global wheat supply, expected to be stable YoY
in the 2021-22 MY, will still be tight, with global ending
stocks forecast to be the smallest since 2016/17. Canadian
total supﬁly is even tighter at 32.1% lower YoY. The good
news is that, aside from the lowered yields, the quality of
the Canadian crop was good. That wiﬁ help with revenues
as higher quality wheat offers a premium in global export
markets, a boon in a year when Canadian exports are ex-
pected to be 38.3% lower YoY to 16.3 MMt according to
AAFC.

While all seeding estimates are likely to change in the
coming months when more information can be included
in the analysis, FCC’s preliminary seeding forecasts for du-
rum and non-durum wheat show slightly higher acres YoY
in 2022.

Corn

With Western feed stocks in short supply for the 2021-
22 MY, AAFC has projected a YoY increase of almost 50%
in corn imports, primarily to the West. Along with record-
high Eastern Canadian corn yields and production, they
boosted total supplies for the 2021-22 MY to 19.2 MMt, also
a record. Carryout stocks are expected to decline slightly
YoY, with domestic feed use and exports rising. Chatham
prices are currently expected to be extremely high through-
out the MY.

While corn prices are expected to be above average for
22-23, acreage in 2022 is expected to fall, due to high fertil-
izer prices and competitive pressures from higher-priced
crops.

Soybeans

The Canadian soybean supply for the 2021-22 MY is
the lowest in three years, as 2021 carry-in stocks, produc-
tion and imports all declined YoY. And although carryout
stocks will be 53.1% higher YoY, they’re still expected to be
27.5% lower than the 2019-20 carryout. Globally, YoY stron-
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Cost End Tie

Shop: 306-736-2436 * Kipling, SK
Service Calls: 306-736-7314

All Major Brand Tires Heavy Truck Tires
New & Used Sales OTRTires
Passenger & Light Tractor &

Truck Tires Implement tires

Bobcat & Forklift Tires 0il Changes

ger production won’t be enough to keep ending stocks
from drorping again, as continued strength in global de-
mand will support prices that remain above the five-year
average.

Planting estimates show Canadian soybean acreage is
likely to gain in 2022. Several factors are behind the in-
crease. First, fertilizer costs are expected to lower corn acres
(where relatively more nitrogen fertilizer is required). Sec-
ond, newly minted U.S. renewable fuel mandates are call-
ing for a large increase in the use of soy oil while human oil
consumption continues to rise.

Canola

Very tight Canadian supplies are the cornerstone of this
marketing year’s story for canola and, at 14.5 MMt, are ex-
pected to reach a 13-year low. Stocks were low to begin the
year, and a 40% dint in overall Canadian yields (46% in Sas-
katchewan) reduced total production to 12.6 MMt., a 35.4%
YoY decline. But, as with wheat, the quality of the smaller
crop is high.

Given tghe low stocks, domestic crush and exports are
forecast lower YoY, exports by 48.7%. That’s despite strong
global demand for oilseeds expected throughout the MY.
The pace of exports is strong at the beginning of this MY
(Figure 1), which may dampen demand from domestic
crushers throughout the rest of the year.

With low supplies hampering world trade, canola pric-
ing could be subject to considerable volatility in 2022.
Nonetheless, they should remain well above their five-year
average. Prices for the 2022-23 MY are forecast lower YoY,
but still 72.5% more than the five-year average.

Canola acres are projected to gain the most in 2022, with
global and Canadian stocks so low, prices so high and a
crop that will be highly profitable.

Any further strength in the oilseeds markets will only bol-
ster canola prices before planting.

Lentils and peas

Tight stocks provide most of the story for Canadian pulse
crops too. Dry pea supplies have fallen o 2.8 Mt for the 2021-
22 MY, a 43%]\{0\{ drop. Domestic use is expected to fall, ex-
ports will likely tumble more than 40%, and carryout stocks
are expected to plummet 90% to 50 Mt for the year. With a
large decline in 2021 production due to low yields, Canadian
lentil supplies have also fallen to 2.1 thousand kt, represent-
in%a drop of slightly more than one-third.

CC forecasts the total seeded area in 2022 to rise for dry

peas and decline for lentils.

Trends to monitor in 2022
1. Inflationary pressures on
inputs, energy, equipment and land

For many producers, the largest hurdles of 2021 came from
the steep growth trends across many different expenses. Ac-
cording to a database of Alberta farm input prices, year-over-
year prices spiked across categories of fertilizers, machinery,
energy, labour and seeds, with costs of fertilizers and fuel ris-
ing between 20 and 27% (Figure 2). The meteoric price gains
for inputs in 2021 were partly due to price contractions in
2020 that were reversed in 2021.

However, while the YoY gains for fertilizer and energy
were more pronounced than their respective three-year av-
erages, four-wheel-drive tractors, canola seed and’ general
farm labour were more expensive in 2021 than they averaged
between 2018 and 2020. Wheat seeds were slightly cheaper
last year than in 2020, and the average of 2018- 02[{

What's more worrying than the base-year effect (of com-
paring 2021 prices to an unusual year of pandemic-led price
declines) are the supply chain issues that have exacerbated
the inflationary pressures.

In the U.S,, fertilizer production had fallen in 2020 in re-
sponse to anticipated curtailed demand arising from COV-
ID, and it was further limited by natural gas shortages due to
both the Texan freeze and Hurricane Ida. Those constraints
occurred at the same time of unexpected and large boosts
in demand for fertilizer in response to higher commodity
prices from both U.S. and global buyers. And global supply
was hampered when China, the world’s largest producer of
phosphate, introduced export taxes.

This year, fertilizer production and exports are likely again
to be subject to suppr chain disruptions, possibly pusﬁing
prices higher (Table 2) - although the worst increases appear
to be behind us. Energy costs are expected to also rise, with
farm diesel, oil and purple gasoline averaging 14.3% price
hikes in 2022.

Land values are also expected to have risen as producers
respond to high commodity prices and low interest rates by
vying for more acres. Watch for the FCC Farmland Values
Report on March 15 for more detail.

2. Geopolitical tensions
and global demand

The U.S. is at the heart of two current geopolitical conflicts,
each with implications for Canadian agriculture. The Biden
administration must respond to China’s noncompliance in
meeting its import commitments, but the 2020 Phase One
trade deal has proven to be as precarious as it seemed when
struck. China has purchased no more than 55% of the total
volume of imports it had promised to buy by January 2022.
Their imports of ag commodities are better, with close to 80%
of the agreed-upon volumes. As a huge grain importer, es-
pecially with the ongoing hog herd reconstruction, China’s
imports can lead to sustained periods of high grain prices.

The threat of war between Russia and Ukraine is growing.
Russia’s warnings of U.S. interference in its domestic securi-
t¥1 are stoking European and U.S. talk of “massive” sanctions
should Ukraine be invaded. Economic sanctions could be
applied to the trade of agricultural commodities and create
more supply chain issues with implications for price volatil-
ity. As the world’s largest exporter of wheat in 2020, Russia
will limit exports with an 8.0-million-ton wheat export quota
in 2022 spring and early summer. The conflict could also fur-
ther deplete very tight global supplies of fertilizers.

ERTLE,,
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“on-”  CO-OPERATIVE INC.

Offering professional organic certification
services to customers in Western Canada.

« Established in 1988.
o Provides CFIA accredifed cerfification system.

« Disfribute information fo producers,
processors, and handlers regarding
techniques, standards, and procedures.

« Promote and provide education on organic
systems.

« Annual farm tours and member get-togethers.

New members receive a 10%
discount off initial application fees.

Special rates for small producers.

- MISSION STATEMENT -
To promote organic food
production & consumption

CONTACT US:
123 North Railway Avenue
Box 279 ¢ Miniota, MB
ROM IMO
PH: 204-567-3745
Email: info@opam-mb.com
www.opam-mb.com
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W Calving Camera Systems
m Network monitoring and
businesses

The go-to guys for all your
technical needs

m Custom Wi-Fi Connections between
buildings, yard sites and businesses

B Custom Security Camera Systems

(204) 851-6800
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m Custom Cloud Storage and off site
data backups

® Full Managed IT Suppor’tfor
businesses any size

m Computer Repair both in-shop
and remaote support

m Small device repair: Phones,

Tablets, Laptops

320 King Street East | Virden, MB

support for

Visit us online at https://3ctech.ca
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Saskatchewan introduces enhanced
measures to control feral pigs

Compens:
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The Government of Saskatchewan is
taking steps to proactively enhance and
broaden the regulation, monitoring and
control of wild boar and feral pigs in the

province.
The Ministry

Class 1 License
Mandatory Entry Level Training

CALL TODAY!

The 121.5 hour course is the Mandatory Entry-Level
Training course that came into effect on September
1, 2019. This course consists of 40 hours of classroom
training, 40.5 hours of in-yard training and 41 hours of
in-cab training. This course covers the essential skills to
safely operate a semi truck and trailer.

FUNDING IS AVAILABLE
through government programs

CALL ROLAND FOR MORE INFORMATION
at 204-851-2998

Heartland

Livestock Services

Box 340 ¢ Virden, Manitoba + Tel: 204-748-2809
Fax: 204-748-3478 + E-mail hls.virden@hls.ca

SPRING 2022 SALE SCHEDULE
- APRIL 2022 -

88-935-0000

of Agriculture is develop-

ing regulations for licensing existing com-
mercial wild boar farms and imposing a

9

RT

TRANSPORT
STRATHCLAIR, MB

moratorium on any new farms. Regula-
tions for wild boar/feral pigs will also be
developed under The Pest Control Act,
which would specify the various monitor-
ing and control efforts as well as public ob-
ligations to report.

Additionally, annual funding for the Sas-
katchewan Crop Insurance Corporation
(SCIC) Feral Wild Boar Control Program
for surveillance and eradication efforts in
the province is being doubled to $200,000.

“Increasing feral pig surveillance and
eradication efforts, along with declaring
them a regulated pest, are proactive mea-
sures to help ensure the health of both
the agriculture industry and the natural
environment in Saskatchewan,” Agricul-
ture Minister David Marit said. “These are
substantial steps that improve risk man-
agement and protect the resilience and
security of our agriculture industry, which
is a critical component of our provincial
economy.”

Feral pigs are invasive and established
within localized regions of the province,
including agricultural production areas,

and represent a significant problem due to
damage caused to hay and crop land and
to natural areas, as well as their potential
to spread invasive plant species. They also
harass livestock and wildlife, and are po-
tential reservoirs for livestock diseases
such as African swine fever, a federally re-
portable disease that is not yet present in
North America but is a serious threat to the
Canadian pork industry.

The SCIC and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture work closely with the public, pro-
ducer associations like Sask Pork, and
rural municipalities to monitor and deal
with feral pigs in the province. This issue
is among various areas of mutual inter-
est and cooperation between the province
and the Saskatchewan Association of Ru-
ral Municipalities (SARM) which recently
requested a collaborative, long-term solu-
tion to the wild boar/feral pigs issue in
Saskatchewan.

All wild boar/ feral pig sightings should
be reported immediately by contacting a
local SCIC office or calling 1-888-935-0000
(toll-free).

“Rolling since 1986

GRAIN & FERTILIZER HAULING

Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

« Dedicated to our Customers Year Round

« Safe On Time Service

« Professional and Experienced Drivers

* Reliable Equipment
« Competitive Rates

« Professional Communication between Customers and Dispatch

T: 204-365-4740 - F: 204-365-4751 - E: rtmdispatching@gmail.com

www.rtmtransport.com

i 14 Thursday DLMS Internet Sale i
118  Monday Butcher Cattle Sale 9am. !
120 Wednesday Regular Feeder Sale 9am. |
121 Thursday DLMS Internet Sale H
123 Saturday Exotic/Poultry & 12Noon |
H Small Animal Auction '
i Wednesday  Presort Sale 11am. i

DLMS Intern

; - MAY 2022 - ;
14 Wednesday Regular Feeder Sale 9am. !
! Bred Cow & Pair Sale 1p.m. !
111 Wednesday Regular Feeder Sale 9am. '
118  Wednesday Regular Feeder Sale 9am. H
H Sheep & Goat 2pm. H
' Tack 6 p.m. '
| Horses to follow 1
125 Wednesday Regular Feeder Sale 9am. i
1 Bred Cow & Pair Sale 1pm. |

Richard
Bramley
204-867-7511

Brennin Jack
MANAGER

306-641-9285

Justin
Carvey
204-720-4721

Sonny
Clearsky
204-470-1744

Day
204-748-7713

Heavy Truck o Trailer /-

RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

As a Westward Parts dealer we can supply you with sweeps, harrow tines,
sprayer parts, belts, bearings, chain, PTO parts and more.

Hydraulic hose assemblies are made to order. Our pricing is always competitive!

Check out our pricing on all tires from
Automotive, Ag, to Heavy Truck and Trailer Tires

Get ready for
the spring rush!

Bring your truck and trailer
in for a service and safety
by our qualified mechanics.

PHONE: 204-849-2242

LT

SPRING
FILTER

From now until the end of April 2022
save 10% on all oil, fuel, coolant, and air filters!

We now offer a full line of Petro-Canada lubricants including bulk 15W40.

1 PARK ST. NEWDALE, MB
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Farmland values up 14.7% in SE Sask

w Continued from page 27

“In line with the national
trend, we saw factors in
with interest rates, the fa-
vorable commodity prices,
they were able to some-
what offset as the farming
income was not as impact-
ed from the drought,” Pré-
jet said.

“The east side actually
saw lesser impact from

N FA(
IRECT PRICI
NOW SELLING
ALUMINUM TRAILERS

=D =

#1 Grade Colored
$1.20 5. 1.

B Grade Colored
$1.00/sq. ft.

B+ Grade Colored
$1.15/sq. it
Multi Colored
Mill Ends
196 /sn. f.

Call us now for best selection
of lengths & colors!

B- Grade Smart Board
3/8" = §35/sheet
716"= $37/sheet

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES

Ask us about Fuel Allowance

FOUILLARD) STEEL,

that drought so the opera-
tions in that half, generally
speaking, were able to take
advantage of higher com-
modity prices with their
slightly better yields. That
increased farming income
which increased demand,
and supply wasn’t able
to keep up with that de-
mand.”

Although drought
played an important role
in reducing yields in some
areas of the country, Préjet
said eastern Saskatchewan
was less impacted.

“It's that impact from the
drought, they are able to
get a bigger yield than the
west half might have got,”
he said.

“Because of that, they
(eastern regions) were able
to capitalize on the higher
prices which then gener-
ates more income, that
then gives more purchas-
ing power or more strength
for demand, with more

demand comes more com-
petition and it leads to the
higher market values that
we saw this past year.”

Out of the six regions
in Saskatchewan, FCC re-
ported the east central and
southeast regions as the
highest increase for its av-
erage of farmland values.

The east central region
increased by 11.3 per cent,
averaging $1,900 per acre
and the southeast region
increased by 14.7 per cent,
averaging $2,200 per acre,
in FCC’s 2021 report.

“The southeast and east
central region had better
growing conditions, more
timely rains that kind of
thing, an overall less im-
pact from that drought so
that paired with the lower
interest rates and crop in-
surance pay outs, they
were able to generate more
income and that increased
that demand. Those were
the main things that we

TRANS LANADA

BEARING q MACHINE
A DIVISION OF BRANDON BEARING AG & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY LTD.

Our staff is ready to serve all your welding, machining and
parts needs in farming, commercial and oilfield repair.
Retailer of bearings, belts, bolts, steel and welding supplies.

Phone: (204) 748-3833 Fax: (204) 748-3835
373 King Street, Virden, MB

STOCKHOLM

AGENCIES LTD. ..

saw in those two regions
there,” said Préjet.

A common trend that
FCC found for farmlands
increasing in value in most
areas in Canada, was be-
cause of high commodity
prices, he said.

“Let’s say your yields are
registered to what it nor-
mally would be, but then
the commodity prices are
higher, you're then gener-
ating more farm income
where you have more
working capital, you can
then use that towards your
operation,” Préjet said.

“Some farmers were us-
ing that towards buying
land, and with that pur-
chasing power from that in-
creased income, they were
able to compete more for
properties. That purchas-
ing power led to more com-
petition, with the supply
staying the same but the
demand increasing, that
generally leads to increases

in market values.”

He said the purpose of
FCC’s annual Farmland
Values Report is to get feed-
back and to help producers
plan ahead.

“It's another tool that op-
erations can use to plan, to
prepare themselves and to
get a feeling about what's
going on in the markets and
their areas,” said Préjet.

“They're there locally,
they do see and hear from
farms in the area, they
know their own markets
so they use this report and
on top of what they know
already, to gauge where the
market is going.”

Préjet was asked what he
thinks the future of farm-
land values in Saskatch-
ewan will be.

“I can say that our eco-
nomics team does see the
commodity prices being
strong for the rest of the
year. There is the uncertain-
ty of how the crop season is

going to go, obviously we
can’t predict that, but there
is some optimism going
forward this year. We'll see
how things play out.”

“I think farmland values
increasing throughout Can-
ada just shows the strength
of the industry really, and
that's just reflected again
in Saskatchewan. There’s
a strong demand which
means farms are doing well
overall, obviously some
are facing more challenges
than others but overall it
just speaks to the strength
of the industry.”

He said the reason why
Canada increased its over-
all farmland values was be-
cause of higher commodity
prices.

“It leads back to the high-
er commodity prices, low
interest rates and just that
environment that we were
in last year, those were
probably the main factors
that drove the market.”

QUADRA DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Grain System Installations | Concrete | Erection | Repair | Demolition

Dale Lonseth

SALES MANAGER

Box 56 Rocanville, SK SOA 3LO Ph/Fax: 1-800-249-2708

Res: 306-645-4526 - Cell: 306-435-9627 - d.lonseth@sasktel.net

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959
stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street * Stockholm, SK

www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303
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WE REPAIR & MAINTAIN
AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT!

Tractors

All makes and models of farm machinery
Semis

Saskatchewan Safeties

HELP WANTED

We are looking for a

Heavy Truck & Trailer/Ag Technician
Available immediately
Full-time position with benefits

Apply to tkag@sasktel.net or call and speak to

Brock at 306-482-3473 for more information.
TK Agri-Service
501 SUPER GRID SOUTH | CARNDUFF, SK

306-482-3473 &

Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Specializing in anything
AGRICULTURE, LAWNMOWER

& SEMI TRUCK PARTS .

I will try to find you anything you need
for any type of equipment you have!

WE’RE ADDING INVENTORY
TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

ADDED ANOTHER EMPLOYEE TO
BETTER HELP SERVE CUSTOMERS!

o Come get your tool catalogs!
We're ordering more tools all the time
e Lots of Hydraulic fittings

e Hydrualic hoses,
hose, and 5500 PSI 1" hose

HWY. #3 EAST « MELITA, MB

(204) 522-8451

* SAFETY INSPECTION
& REPAIR SHOP

* FULL LINE OF
TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

Custome:
4 wire 6000 PSI

e Chain, Sprayer Parts, Hay Parts

. 306-853-7130 .

716 Lalonde Street e Whitewood, SK

. e @

’p‘-_'

IGHTLINER ASSOCIATE
PARTS DEALER
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SARM, APAS pleased with support for rural Sask

The Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipali-
ties (SARM) and Agricultural Producers Association of
Saskatchewan (APAS) both say they are pleased with the
provincial budget released on Wednesday.

“SARM appreciates this budget’s increased dollars
for initiatives and programs that benefit rural Saskatch-
ewan and believes this government is on track despite
the deficits incurred in recent years due to pandemic,
weather events, and more,” stated SARM in a press re-
lease Wednesday.

“Understanding that the bridge infrastructure defi-
cit is growing, and additional investment is critical for
Saskatchewan, SARM appreciates the investment to the
Rural Integrated Roads for Growth (RIRG) Program of
$22.5 million, including $7.5 million in stimulus fund-
ing.”

“Road and bridge infrastructure is integral to rural
life,” SARM President, Ray Orb says. “This will help
RMs maintain and improve economically strategic mu-
nicipal roads and bridges that support agriculture, en-
ergy, forestry, and other rural-based sectors.”

“The success of Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector is
imperative for the province’s economic growth,” con-
tinues SARM in its release. “Agriculture producers in
Saskatchewan can take comfort knowing the province is
funding the Business Risk Management Programming
at $338.5 million and enhancing programs like Crop
Insurance (and others) to ensure support will be there
when it’s needed. SARM also appreciates the continued
investment in irrigation expansion.

“As municipal revenue sharing remains a reliable
(and preferred) model for funding, one that RMs count
on to serve their communities, SARM is disappointed
that the funding was decreased for the second budget
in a row, reduced to $276 million. While increased fund-
ing to the municipal revenue sharing is needed, SARM
greatly appreciates the continuation of the Targeted Sec-
tor Support Funding at $1.5 million, money earmarked
for capacity building and intermunicipal co-operation.

After the backlog and strain resulting from Covid-19,
SARM is very appreciative of the budget focusing on
funding and initiatives to improve our overall health-
care system. SARM is pleased with the inclusion of key
rural focused initiatives such as physician recruitment,
long term care, and funding for more healthcare pro-

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIA!
Serving Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba

HEBERT

metal roofing ANd EXtEriors

steel shakes standingseam snap lock
steel tile steel slate

306-435-7472

hebertmetalroofing@sasktel.net

gramming and services in rural area.”

“Continued investment to reduce rural crime is also
welcome news,” says Orb.

“SARM appreciates the noteworthy investments of
$50.7 million to create a Provincial Protective Services
branch and a $2.5 million increase for the Saskatchewan
Public Safety Agency.

“With broadband being a service that is essential to
the livelihood and economic growth in rural Saskatche-
wan, SARM hopes the $337 million investment in infor-
mation and communications technology infrastructure
will reach rural Saskatchewan to further contribute to
a network of reliable, and affordable broadband across
this province.”

The Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatch-
ewan (APAS) is supﬁortive of the provincial government’s
2022-23 budget for the Ministry of Agriculture.

“While the province continues to manage the debt after
Covid-19, APAS remains appreciative of the government
programs geared towards helping agriculture thrive in
Saskatchewan,” APAS President lan Boxall said. “Given
the higher crop values and crop production costs, we are
especially appreciative to see the increase in Crop Insur-
ance coverage for 2022-23.”

APAS is appreciative of the $338.5 million investment to
fund business risk management programs. Among the pro-
grams included in the budget are Crop Insurance, AgriSta-
bility, Agrilnvest, and Western Livestock Price Insurance.

“Producers are coming off of a historic drought and
heading into one of the most unpredictable years on re-
cord,” Boxall said. “It's important for the provincial gov-
ernment to support producers in case another drought is
on the way this summer.”

APAS is also appreciative of new investments in research,

HIGH QUALITY YEARLING AND 2-YEAR OLD ANGUS

BULLS FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY

Bar H Land o
& Gattle Go.
Call Robin: 306-743-2840

Cell: 306-743-7490
Langenburg, SK

4:1p

File your
farming return
with H&R Block

We specialize in finding credits and
deductions specific to farming, so you

can get the biggest refund.

For more info, contact:
400 Main Street Esterhazy
306-745-6450

hrblock.ca

r on your return th

in the preparation of your
penalties on a
me the liability for the additional taxes, we will
st and penalties.

Now more than ever,
Saskatchewan Farmers and Ranchers
are needed to feed the world.

Thank you for all you do!

Hon. Warreri/i(aeding, PAg

Minister for the Enviroment
Melville-Saltcoats Constituency Offices

For assistance please call 306-728-3881
or email warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

'+ P.O. Box 3215 Melville, SK' SOA2PO
~Website: www.warrenkaedingmla.ca
Constituency Assistant Rick Mclntyre

AVAILABLE

COMMODITIE§ 3
Hybrid Fall Ryé€, Oats,

irrigation, and PST measures to support agriculture.

Moving forward, APAS would like to see the ﬁrovincial
government continue to invest in programs such as Agri-
Invest, AgriStability and AgriRecovery to help producers
through challenging times, be it economically or due to
drought.

UPCOMING
AUCTIONS

To regist it www.wrightauction.ca
ick the BID ONLINE tab

Valid credit card required for new registry

Online-timed Collection Reduction Auction
for Bob & Brenda Nixon
Bidding starts: Fri. Apr. 15 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Apr. 24 @ 6pm - soft close
FEATURING: Very nicely restored cast iron stoves & heaters; original cast
iron stoves; paper ephemera; vintage xmas ornaments; store shelving;
numerous cast iron pcs.; mid-century glassware; farm-related items;
Coke cooler; advertising tins & more

Online-timed Private Coin & Currency Collection
Reduction Auction

Bidding starts: Fri. Apr. 22 @ 9am

Bidding ends: Sun. May 1 @ 6pm
FEATURING: 24K gold plated collector coins, 1954 $1000 bill; 1954/67
Cdn replacement bills; variety of Cdn silver coin incl. error coins & key
date coins for 5, 10, 25, cent pcs.; 50 cent coins & silver dollars; US mint
sets & coins; US Morgan silver dollar; variety of bills; foreign coins; RCM
sets & double dollar sets

Online-timed Yard Equip. & Tool Auction
for Myrna Green, Rocanville, SK.
Bidding Starts: Fri. May 6 @ 9am
Bidding Ends: Sun May 15 @ 1pm - soft close
FEATURING: Snap-on Tool chests & tools; |g. selection of shop tools, JDR
tractor; Motorhome; Household items; various yard equip. & more

Online-timed Collection Sale for Joey Bohun
Bidding Starts: May 13 @ 9 am
Bidding Ends: Sun May 22 @ 6 pm
FEATURING: Gulf Gas Bowser w/Globe, peddle car, antique furniture
& glassware, Tonka & other collectible toys, garden collectibles & much
more, please check our site closer to sale date

Online-timed Collection Reduction
for Don & Jean Cuvelier
Bidding starts: Fri. May 20 @ 9am

Bidding ends: Sun. May 29 @ 6pm - soft close
FEATURING: License plates; Coca-Cola cooler; variety of oil & tobacco
tins; gas pumps; vintage toys; glassware; carnival glass; crockery; vintage
Snap-On tool box; jukebox; Fender Strat Diamond Ann. electric guitar;
Fender Mustang amp; & more - lots of variety.

Online-timed Farm Retirement Auction
for JK Bolton Farms Ltd - Keith & Joan Bolton
Bidding starts: Fri. June 10 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. June 19 @ 1pm - soft close

FEATURING: Very clean JD 9500 combine w/ new rubber; Ford 846 4WD,
Case 2290, medium-sized tillage, augers, harvest equipment, hopper
bottom bins, antique farm implements, vintage vehicles, panels & bale
feeders & more - more info to come.

Sale handled by Wright’s Auction Service Ltd.
Boissevain & Melita, MB.
Please call: 204-534-7997 or 204-305-0284 if any questions or email
w.wright@mymts.

t. Please visit our website www.wrightauction.ca
and click on “Bid Online” to register and follow the instructions.
Valid credit card required for new registry.
Monthly sales will continue as On Line Timed Sales,
please call to inquire about your own sale or consignment.

Serving Farmers for over

60 Years!

Offering Custom Cleaning,
Color Sorting, Inoculants,
Seed Treating and Seed Sales

OAK RIVER, MB
204-566-2422

Barley, Wheat, Peas;
Forages, Canola;
Corn & Soybeans
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Ways to better optlmuze fertlllzer efficiencies

Everyone is cringing
at the price for fertilizers
right now, considering it
has nearly doubled since
last season. Farmers can’t
help but wonder “why do
I even need to use fertiliz-
er?” and is it worth the ef-
fort? In short, yes, but there
are ways to better optimize
fertilizer efficiencies.

Phosphate fertilizers are
important because they
are a significant source of
the phosphorus (P) that
the plant needs to grow.
Phosphorus is  required
by plants for many vital
functions, including photo-
synthesis and respiration.
Phosphate is crucial for cell
division and the develop-
ment of new tissue, mak-
ing it even more critical in
early plant development.
Studies have shown that
early season deficiencies
have a greater impact on
yield than deficiencies later
in the season.

So why has the fertil-
izer Erice been going up so
much lately? The short an-
swer is input prices are ris-
ing. The costs of the inputs
in fertilizers have gone up
significantly, ~particularly
diammonium  phosphate
(DAP) which has nearl
doubled in price, whicﬁ
increases the cost to pro-
duce phosphate fertilizers.
Additionally, the cost of
natural gas has gone up a
lot over the past year, con-
tributing to the rise of the
fertilizer cost of produc-
tion. And of course, one
can’t help but notice the
sky-rocketing  prices of
gasoline right now, as we
are over 50 per cent more
expensive than this time
last year. This is escalating
the cost of transportation
of products.

Furthermore, changes in
supply and demand have
also had a large impact on
the price of fertilizer. There
have been price increases
for many crops, like corn,
soybeans, and wheat in
the past year. This has in-
creased the number of

"‘Hr ”f ;ill“ ._!

farmers looking to grow
these crops, and as these
crops, particularly corn,
often need more fertilizer,
this has increased the de-
mand for fertilizer. Many

y

h\\* ‘]l

it

farmers often apply more
fertilizer than necessary for
these crops in fear of profit
or yield loss. And finally,
the supply of fertilizers has
been greatly impacted by

' Healthier Plants.

many things, such as we
are still experiencing some
of the effects of the supply
chain disruptions that Eave
occurred due to Covid-19.
As well as some complica-

tions with imports due to
sanctions being put on ex-
ports and some countries
limiting what their produc-
ers are allowed to export.
So, given all of that, is

XiteBio” YK

P*" i“{“ ‘I

XiteBio® Yield+ is a phosphate
solubilizing inoculant perfect for
your ollseed, cereal, soybean
and tuber crops!

there a way to increase fer-
tilizer efficiency and poten-
tially lower the amount of
fertilizer to be added to the
soil this spring? There are
several factors that affect
the availability of P in the
soil. A major factor, espe-
cially in the Canadian prai-
ries, is soil temperature.
Low soil temperatures re-
duce P solubility. This and
other environmental fac-
tors can be counteracted
somewhat, by banding
phosphate fertilizer, so
that it is close to the seed,
aiding in early root de-
velopment. Additionally,
biologicals which contain
P solubilizing bacteria like
XiteBio® Yield+ help to in-
crease P availability either
from fixed soil P or from
fertilizers, which in turn
improves crop productiv-
ity throughout the growing
season resulting in greater
yield.

Story submitted by XiteBio

It's easy to use, allin one
packaging makes getting your
best yield simple!

It is tank mixable meaning no extra
passes are needed!

Learn more at www.xitebio.ca or
call 1(855) 948-3246

Serving YOU, your FAMILY, and your COMMUNITY

Contact your Sunrise Ag Lender today!

Because of its far reaching coverage area,

Plain and Valley is a great place to advertise!
Give us a call at 306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net

Plain& Valley

Covering South&ast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba
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Nuffield Canada Scholarship applications are open

Applications  for 2023
Nuffield Canada Agricul-
tural Scholarships are now
open and the deadline to
apply is June 30, 2022.

The Nuffield Scholarship
is a prestigious rural lead-
ership program available
to Canadian citizens who
are involved in any aspect
of agriculture. Its goal is to
attract mid-career schol-
ars with a passion for ag-
riculture who are ready to
challenge themselves in a
program of self-directed in-
ternational travel and study.
The experience results in
personal and professional
benefits, while adding val-
ue to Canadian agriculture
as scholars assume posi-
tions of greater influence in
their field.

This $15,000 scholarshiﬁ
provides individuals witl
a unique opportunity to:
access the world’s most ex-
tensive network in food and
farming; achieve personal
development through trav-
el and study; and deliver
long-term benefits to Cana-
dian farmers and growers,
and to the industry as a
whole.

“Nuffield Canada is part
of a global network of Nuff-
ield alumni who support
each other in their travel
studies to learn more about
various aspects of agricul-
ture,” explains Blake Vince,
Nuffield Canada Chair and
2013 Scholar. “This unique
scholarship opportunity de-
velops new influencers that
go on to reshape our Ca-
nadian agricultural sector
with revitalized innovation,
global perspectives, and
leadership.”

Recipients can come from

Te 2022 Scholars for Nuffield Canada are from left: Odette Menard

(QQO), Lauren Park (NS), Ingrid Johnston (BC), Ken Coles (AB), Shawn
Moan (SK), and Mark Phillips (PE). Nuffield Scholars have 24 months
to complete their travel study, write a report, and present to the Board.
2023 Scholar applications are open now through to June 30 at nuffield.

ca.

any capacity of primary
production, industry, or
governance of agriculture
and must do a minimum
of 10 weeks of travel study
within 24 months to exam-
ine and research an agricul-
turally relevant issue. They
then write a report on their
self-directed research find-
ings and make a presenta-
tion at Nuffield Canada’s
Annual General Meeting.
“The opportunity to be-
come a part of a global
network of leaders in agri-
culture and the chance to
explore new ideas abroad
compelled me to apply for

*

the Nuffield scholarship,”
said 2019 Canadian Nuff-
ield Scholar Ryan Boyd
from Forrest, Manitoba.
“The scholars that I have
met over the years have
been impressive individu-
als and all can’t say enough
positive things about their
Nuffield experience.”

The 2022 named scholar-
ship sponsors are Canadian
Canola Growers Associa-
tion, Alberta Wheat Com-
mission, Farm Credit Cana-
da, and the PEI Department
of Agriculture and Land.
However not all sponsor-
ships are crop-related as

Seven trucks to serve your
local and long distance hauling
of grain and fertilizer
Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

Call lan at 204-773-6777

Russell, MB

Theresa Whalen photo

additional sponsorships are
coming online and there
are also sponsorships by
Nuffield Canada Alumni.
Scholarships are open to
livestock, aquaculture, fish-
eries, forestry, organic and
Indigenous production,
or any other relevant sec-
tor of modern agriculture.
Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about Nuffield
Canada and the application
process please visit www.
nuffield.ca.

Nuffield Canada was
established in Canada in
1950 and incorporated as a
non-profit organization in

1986. It currently has more
than 130 alumni. As part of
a larger international com-
munity, Nuffield Canada
has affiliate organizations in
Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Chile, France, Germany, Ire-
land, Japan, Kenya, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, South

Africa, United Kingdom,
United States of America,
and Zimbabwe. Scholar re-
cipients become members
of the global Nuffield alum-
ni network, more than 1,800
strong, who in return host
and help current traveling
scholars.

Custom Silage
Chopping

Full or Partial
Service Available

204.512.0754

VIRDEN, MB

204.748.2454

WIHLVERINE"

SUPPLIES

FIREARMS / OPTICS / AMMO / ACCESSORIES

SAVE THE DATE!
WOLVERINE DAYS

JUNE 25 & 26, 2022 - cusTOMER APPRECIATION AND RANGE EVENT

E SALES@WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

USED & CONSIGNMENT SALES

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND
AN UPDATE ON WHAT'S BEEN
SHAKIN' AT WOLVERINE

THE BREAKFAST CLUB

NEW EPISODES WEEKLY
TUNE IN SATURDAY MORNINGS

TRY OUR LIVE CHAT!

FOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE! W OLVERINESUPPLIES.COM
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Easton family farm in the family for generations

The Easton family will be receiving their 75 Year Award from the Canadian Angus Association on April 4,
at the Eastondale Angus farm near Wawota, during their annual spring sale. The family have been raising Angus cattle
for 79 years, and Erica Easton, right, is the fourth generation of the family to be involved in the farm, along with
her parents Shelley Easton (left) and Dale Easton.

BY SIERRA D’Souza Butts
LoCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Easton family has been
operating a family farm near Wa-
wota for generations. They have
raised Angus cattle for much of
that time and this year, they will
be receiving the 75 Year Award
from the Canadian Angus Asso-
ciation.

The association recognizes in-
dividuals and families that have
demonstrated a long-time com-
mitment to the Angus breed in
Canada, through maintaining a
continuous membership in the
association for at least 50 years.

Dale Easton of Eastondale An-
gus, said the family farm started
when his grandfather came to
Saskatchewan for more opportu-
nities.

“It was my grandfather who
started here, he came out with his
father from Ontario and home-
steaded out here. He started his
own place here in Wawota,” he
said.

“My grandfather chose to raise
angus cattle, and we've stuck
with what he picked and we've
really enjoyed the ride along the
way”

Erika Easton, is the fourth gen-
eration of the Easton family to be
involved with the farm.

“Tjust like the lifestyle and I re-
ally enjoy doing other things in
farming that takes you to a lot of
places, whether it’s the shows or
the sales to see different people, I
meet people across all of Canada
and even around the world,” Er-

ika said.

“I've had great opportunities
from the business to do lots of
travelling and I couldn’t really
imagine myself doing anything
else.”

“I love the farm, I love every-
thing we do here, from working
with the cattle to going to the
shows and sales. I really enjoy
working with the cattle and being
out there when I can,” she said.

Erika began her experience
of working on the family farm
around the age of six.

Cornucop1

Garden? ‘.I

Quality Vegetables, Fruits & Flowers

= L
- 4 C

Greenhouse Open Siarén
APRIL 30, 2022

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.-7 pm. | Saturday: 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Pot & Basket Stuffers, Bedding Plants, Vegetable Plants,
Herbs, Perennials, Climbing Vines, Trees & Shrubs
Free Greenhouse Catalogue!

“I always said I wanted to do
it, even when I was younger I
couldn’t really imagine doing
anything else,” Erika said.

“I was the only child so I was
outside and helping around on
the farm a lot which was great.
I still help now when I'm not
working, but I definitely had
chores when I was younger and
if T had animals of my own, I had
to go make sure they were cared
for, too.”

Dale was asked if he thought

the family farm would pass on
to his children at the time he took
over the business.

“You don’t really think of those
things at the time, you just hope
you can make it to the next year.
Farming is not an easy deal, the
cow business has been good. It
hasn’t been real lucrative, but it's
provided us a good way of liv-
ing,” he said.

“It would be neat for it stay in
the family, but it's her decision
whether she wants to. She’s got
to do what’s best for her in the

future, how long she does it we
don’t know.”

Challenges and
rewards of running a
cattle farm

Dale described what producing
and running a cattle business is
like.

“Every day is caring for the
livestock, you're either making
feed for winter or feeding them,
or making sure they’re in the
pastures they’re supposed to be
in, getting bred and being ready
for the next calf crop, preparing
for a bull sale or marketing some
females to other producers, com-
mercial or purebred,” he said.

“You go with the seasons, sum-
mer you're preparing for winter
feeds and winter you're feeding
them, now spring we're prepar-
ing for a bull sale.”

One of the biggest challenges of
farming cattle is calving season,
Dale said.

“Probably calving is the most
because it's keeps going for a
long time, it’s hard work, you're
dealing with calving 24 hours a
day, and you can be dealing with
weather issues,” he said.

“But we enjoy it, I enjoy breed-
ing cattle and trying to make them
better all the time. It's definitely a
lifestyle, in the purebred indus-
try you meet a lot of people. We
know people right across Canada
that are not only in the Angus
industry, but across the livestock
industry.”

Continued on page 38 ==

STORE
Hours

April 2022
Tuesday - Saturday
10a.m.-5p.m.

Order online at: www.cornucopiagardens.ca

ONLINE GREENHOUSE PLANT ORDERING AVAILABLE APRIL 30

. Fresh Baking on Fridays at noon!

Cornucopisa CouNTRY GROCERY ‘

. Our own fresh vegetables
+ Prarie products: Eggs, Cheese, Butter, Ice Cream, Coffee, Tea,

Honey, Grain, Rolled Oats, Flour |
. Frozen Beef, Pork, Chicken, Bison, Cabbage Rolls, Perogies L
|

Cornucoria STore ITEMS:

House Plants | Succulents | Garden Seeds | Fertilizer

| Soil | Pots \ Pottery | Local Art and More!

W SASKATCHEWAN'S
=4 TOP EMPLOYERS

We are hiring!

New production opportunities!

Shift premiums

Company matched pension contributions
Group benefits

Scan the qr code or visit
www.bit.ly/VIl-careers
learn more and apply!

VADERSTAD

Call/Text 306-434-8400 | info( copiagardens.ca | 2 miles south of Rocanville on #8 Highway

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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Red River
Mutual

Let’s keep your business growing.

We work with you to identify your key business challenges, evaluate risks particular to your region and
develop solutions tailored to your unique exposures. We can assist you in preventing losses, managing

claims, and improving worker productivity.

Proudly serving our neighbours in communities across Saskatchewan.
Get a free insurance quote today! Give us a call or visit us in-person.

BROADVIEW

CALL US at
306-696-2616

VISIT US at
532 Main St

INDIAN HEAD

CALL US at
306-695-3533

VISIT US at
523 Grand Ave

QU’APPELLE

CALL US at
306-699-2294

VISIT US at
35 Qu’Appelle St

ESTEVAN
CALL US at
306-634-2671

VISIT US at
#10 Beefeater Plaza
910 13th Ave North

KELLIHER

CALL US at
306-675-2175

VISIT US at
408 - 2nd Ave

LIPTON

CALL US at
306-336-2500

VISIT US at
122 Main St

KAMSACK

CALL US at
306-542-2565

VISIT US at
402 3rd Ave South

KIPLING

CALL US at
306-736-8520

VISIT US at
521 Main St

MONTMARTRE

CALL US at
306-424-2250

VISIT US at
311 - 1st St

Risk & Insurance | Employee Benefits | Retirement & Private Wealth

ESTERHAZY

CALL US at
306-745-2697

VISIT US at
441 Main St

LANGENBURG

CALL US at
306-743-5217

VISIT US at
423 Kaiser William Ave

MOOSOMIN

CALL US at
306-435-2714

VISIT US at
615 Main St

hubagriculture.com
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Western Manitoba farmland values up 17.6, 12.2%

BY SiERRA D’Souza Butts
LoCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

According to Farm Credit Canada (FCC)’s 2021 Farm-
land Values Report there has been an 8.3 per cent increase
in average farmland values for Canada, up from a 5.4 per
cent increase in 2020.

The annual report provides a look at the regional land
value trends across Canada in price per acre.

In FCC’s report, Saskatchewan reported an average in-
crease of 7.4 per cent in farmland values. This came after
a 5.4 per cent increase in 2020 and a 6.2 per cent increase
in 2019.

Manitoba farmland values increased by 9.9 per cent
during 2021, following a 3.6 per cent increase in 2020 and

4 per cent increase in 2019.

Tﬁe FCC Farmland Values Report highlighted some sig-
nificant increases in average land values in several areas,
with the highest recorded in Ontario of 22.2 per cent and
British Columbia of 18.1 per cent. Two of the Atlantic prov-
inces followed with increases of 15.2% in Prince Edward
Island and 12.3% in Nova Scotia.

Manitoba’s southwest grows

farmland values

FCC’s appraiser for Manitoba, Peter Alder, said the val-
ue of farmland increased in Manitoba because of the low
interest rates and the high commodity prices, but he also
said it’s a combination of other factors as well.

“Overall we see increases across the province here in
Manitoba, and over the years we've had a steady increase,
a steady demand for farmland. Maybe in the Westman
area and Parkland area we had to catch up a little bit,”
he said.

“It's a matter of supply and demand, let’s say you have
some healthy farm operations that want to expand their
land base and if that piece of land comes up for sale and
it’s good quality land, they will be willing to pay that ex-
tra amount for the land.”

Alder “It comes down to the quality of that piece of
land, if that piece of land is able to produce a good yield,
based on the high commodity prices, it will be much more
desirable for the farmer. It is one of the drivers, I wouldn’t
say it’s the main one, I think it’s a combination of many
drivers.”

Manitoba'’s farmland regions in Parkland and Westman
increased the most in the province, according to FCC’s

Yy

Yorkton Auction Centre‘
Planning on selling
some Equipment or

having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?

Give our Sales Manager a call today! [
Trenth Guenther: 30

A Pethick'Farm
& Custom’Ag

Now offering:

CUSITIOMISEEDING

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Custom Spraying
Custom Haying
Custom Swathing
Custom Combining
Dribble Band Fertilizing

Rlusimore!fRleaselinquire!

306.434.9998

apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361
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A field of sunflowers between Reston and

Virden. Western Manitoba saw the highest

increases in farm values in the province, with

a 17.6 per cent rise in Parkland and 12.2 per
cent in Westman.

2021 report.

Parkland increased its average farmland values by 17.6
per cent averaging $2,600 per acre and Westman increased
by 12.2 per cent averaging $3,100 per acre.

Although the southwest regions in Manitoba reported
a higher increase compared to its eastern regions, Alder
pointed out those regions were somewhat catching up to
the province’s eastern areas.

“That 12.2 per cent increase in the west man area, it may
be a little bit above the average but we were a little bit
lower in the past years, and that factor of catching up as
well, I think that played a role too,” he said.

Regions such as eastman increased by 5.4 per cent yet
averaged in farmland values at $4,800 per acre, which still
remains higher than Manitoba’s southwest regions.

“At the end of the day it comes down to healthy farm-

R
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ers, good productive land, high commodity prices and
land prices. As well, we had some online auctions or ten-
der sales, that’s what you’ll find most of the time for land
sales.

“We see fewer sales that go through a real estate agent,
if I have a close tender sale or close auction, first of all I
have control of who the land will go to as a seller, and
secondly as a buyer, I might be willing to bid a little bit
more or to pay more to get that piece of land. There’s not
that interaction between the buyer and seller anymore
and I'm not saying that’s a main driver but certainly those
are the transactions where we see $200 being paid more,
per acre.”

Alder spoke about the link between the commodity
prices and crop insurance coverage playing a role in in-
creasing the province’s farmland values.

“At the end of the day if I have a piece of land and I do
my math regarding how much yield I would get or how
much I wouldn’t, then I'd factor how much I would get
from my insurance coverage,” he said.

“I guess we had a rough ride because of the drought
and the heat stress on the vegetation (last year), but even
if I still get some money from my crop insurance it still
gives me some cash flow to be invested again. With the
high commodity prices due to the supply issues we had,
that certainly makes the math for the farmer look better to
invest into land that is more expensive.”

Alder was asked what he thinks the future of farmland
values in Manitoba will look like.

“Based on the path that Manitoba has been on for sev-
eral years and based on the history from its numbers, I
would suspect that the values will steadily increase. In
some areas it will be more pronounced, in some areas a
little bit less, but overall based on historical values, we’ll
see an increase of our land values over the next couple of

ears.”

Y “Here in Manitoba supply and demand is a main factor,
strong healthy farms that’s on the supply managed side,
or on the grain side as well. The quality of the land starts
to play a role as well, if we have that plateau land for ex-
ample versus grain land and vegetation land, that might
be a factor as well. We will see in the next couple of years
how it will evolve if we have drought, these are all factors
that might influence the land value but the overall drive
for us in Manitoba is supply and demand.”

1-888-323-8089

ROTOMUDSCRAPERS.COM
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Easton family farm in the family for generations

w Continued from page 35

“We have good friends in
other breeds of cattle that
we talk to too, where we’ve
bounced off ideas and learn
from each other as well.”

“It’s a lifestyle in the way
your life really revolves
around it, it becomes a big
part of your life, and you
get to enjoy the outdoors
and continue to learn.”

Shelley Easton said she
likes to be around the cows
because they all have per-
sonalities.

“We like to go out and
see their calves, watch
them grow and come to the
sales.”

She said the most reward-
ing part about farming is
the calf crop.

“The calf crop is great,
when they wean, seeing
what their mothers pro-
duced, seeing the calves
you produced in the year, if
you improved them, that’s
probably the most reward-
ing part.”

Dale said they aim to
calve about 220 calves a

ear.

“When I was a kid at 15
years old, is when I got to
understand the industry
more. We've increased our
land base a bit since then,
but to think a farm would
keep 200 cows in 1975, there
was no thought of that,
probably you would keep
50 cows back then, but com-
pared to those years you've
probably quadrupled your
production,” said Dale.

The family said in the
purebred industry, farming
is a 365 day a year commit-
ment.

“You can’t go away for
two weeks and leave them,
they’re not immune to get-
ting sick or things just hap-
pen and you need to be
there for them when they
do,” said Shelley.

“Dale and Erika go to the
pastures every day to make
sure they are accounted for
and their water’s checked,
making sure that they have
enough grass to be fed or
if they need to be moved
somewhere else.”

History behind

the farm

It's been 24 years since
Dale’s father passed on the
family farm to him.

“In 1998 is when my dad
retired to town. I've been
here my whole life and
grew up with my grandfa-
ther at this farm.

“I lived with my parents
in this house and my grand-

e

Erika and Dale Easton at their family farm—Eastondale Angus—near Wa-
wota, Saskatchewan. Erika will be the fourth generation of the Easton family to

be part of the family farm.

father used to live in the
house Erika currently lives
in,” said Dale.

“He bought his first An-
gus female in 1943 and took
a membership in the Ca-
nadian Angus Association
the year after. The history
of the farm has been good
to us, there’s been tough
times but good times. He
started the farm back then
and Erika’s now the fourth
generation.”

Erika spoke about how
being the fourth generation
of the Easton family, has
given her an advantage.

“I've had the opportunity
to work alongside dad, we
have a good foundation
as far as our cows and not
only that, but our customer
base that we sell to every
year,” she said.

“I'm very fortunate to
not necessarily have to start
from scratch, that's a huge
advantage compared to
someone who is just start-
ing up.

“We have an idea of
where we want to go with
the cattle, we've taken this
long to build up our cow
herd to where we are to-
day and that shows to other
producers the quality that
we have.”

The Easton family was
awarded the Canadian
Angus Association 50 Year
Award in 1998 and will be
receiving the 75 Year Award
this year.

Shelley said Dale’s dad
would have been proud of
the family for receiving the
75 Year Award.

“On April 4 we have
our annual sale and there’s
someone from the Canadi-
an Angus Association com-
ing out to make the presen-
tation to us,” she said.

“Dale has never left here,
I joined and Erika’s never
left, it all happened on
this farm. This is the place

where everything started so
receiving the award at the
farm only feels right.”

Dale was asked why he
decided to stay in the cattle
industry for 50 years.

“We do this for a living,
that's how we make our
bread and butter. Shelley
and I both had off-farm jobs
when we were younger, but
it’s our own living now,” he
said.

“We worked off the farm
when my parents were here
and when my grandfather
was, and when my parents
retired, we took over.”

“I was raised with five
brothers and sisters on our
family farm, we all had our
chores.

“I probably had the most
interest in pure bred cattle
to take over the business,
the others probably didn’t
have that desire, they had
other things they were fo-
cused on—or maybe be-
cause I was the eldest I got
to choose first.”

Easton family’s
most memorable

experiences

The Eastons were asked
what their favorite memory
of being in the cattle indus-
try is. “Being a part of four
generations of being on the
farm, I think that's incred-
ible,” said Shelley.

“Being here wﬁen grand-
pa and grandma were here,
when all the families were
here and they all had a liv-
ing off the farm, I think that
was quite the memory.”

“There’s kind of a toss
up between that and when
the calves are born which
is pretty exciting too, but I
think seeing great grandma
and great grandpa here
was pretty neat. Even when
Dale’s brothers and sisters
were here because they
were all still at home, so for

Now available!
Crushed Reclaim Asphalt

me that was the best mem-
ory, everyone being there at
one time.”

Dale said his favorite
memory was working with
his grandfather and father.

“With my dad and grand-
pa, the three of us working
together was neat to expe-
rience. There’s a few peo-
ple who get to experience
it, but it's limited to how
many actually get to work
on a daily basis with their
grandpa and dad,” he said.

“Another great memory,
this was after dad retired,
but every four years they
have this World Angus Fo-
rum and in 2009, Canada
hosted it. It was in Spruce
Meadows just outside of
Calgary, we took cattle to
that and it was magnifi-
cent.”

“It was mind blowing
how big and how good it
was, people from all over
the world were there. We
bred and raised a bull that
was reserve champion at

THE BIGGEST

The second generation of the Easton family farm,

(left) Joyce and George Easton received the 50
Year Award from Canadian Angus Association in
1998. This year, Dale Easton and his family will be
receiving the 75 Year Award from the association.

that show and that prob-
ably was the highlight for
me, when we won, it was
pretty neat. We bred the
bull and sold it to another
breeder, but we still had
an interest in it and when
he was reserve champion
at that show, it was pretty
neat, our years of produc-
tion came to a head.”

“That would be my great-
est memory, it would be
tough to top but you know
every year we have a really
good sale.”

Being a director to mov-
ing up to president for Sas-
katchewan Junior Angus
Association, Erika said that
has to be one of her greatest
experiences.

“For me besides the
world forum show, every
Kear the junior association

as a summer show and we
actually drove down to one
in Ontario. That was fun be-

cause it was a bit like a fam-
ily trip, then we got to go to
the show too so that was a
memory that always come
to the top of my head,” she
said.

“Then as I've gotten older
I've gotten my own cows
too, it’s always cool when I
can show my own cow, it’s
something that I've raised
or responsible for that cow
family.”

“Last year I showed a
heifer that was my own at
Agribition and in a show in
Brandon, it's neat to have
my own name on it too,
not just a farm name, that’s
probably my favorite mem-
ory. I was also able to go to
New Zealand, Canada sent
over three teams of youth
over and I was able to cap-
tain one of the teams and
we were the reserve world
champions to one of the
other Canadian teams.”

STAGE FOR THE
BEST IN AG

IN-PERSON JUNE 21 - 23, 2022

REGINA

Canada's premier indoor agricultural show is
back in Regina. This is where ag leaders gather
for innovation, collaboration and education.

It's where you need to be.

Discover:

500
exhibitors

Delegates from over
50 COUNTRIES

INNOVATION. COLLABORATION. EDUCATION.

Innovation
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CANADA’S
FARM SHOW

REGINA, SK | FORMERLY CANADA'S FARM PROGRESS SHOW

Presented By WITERR/V

BUY YOUR ADVANCE
PASSES NOW!

canadasfarmshow.com

Call or email for details:
306.621.1790
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2018 Ford F-150
STOCK# 1T206A

2019 RAM 1500
STOCK# 2P047

2016 Ford Edge
STOCK# 1T202A

® Ecoboost = 3.5L V6 ® Lots of Room ® Hemi

B Lariat = SEL B Limited ® Crew Cab
¥ 44,000 kms $ 1 99 ® Leather $ ® 99,000 kms $ 1 79 u 4x4 $ 1 56

$52,999 PER WEEK $24,999 PER WEEK $46,999 PER WEEK $39,999 PER WEEK

2017 Ford Expedutlon
STOCK# 1S277A

CHOOQOSE
YOUR PICK

2020 Ford F-150 2019 Chevrolet Cruze 2020 Ford F-150 2009 RAM 1500 2017 Ford F-150 2016 Ford Fusion

STOCK 1T182A STOCK# 15280A STOCK(# 2P053 STOCK(# 1T091C STOCKi# 2T028A STOCK# 2P055
® Sport ® Auto = Sport m 4x4 m XLT u SE
® Ecoboost ® Great on Gas ® Celebration Creation ® Quad Cab u 4x4 ® Great on Gas
® 55,000 kms ® 16,000 kms ® Ecoboost ® Hemi ® 48,000 kms ® 63,000 kms
$56,900 $28,900 $61,900 $39,900 $21 900

2019 _ a_;-—1 .ﬂ@‘ 2014 4‘?" 2019 "‘.ﬂ— 2020

RAM ' Toyota .4.‘:7 e Ford Ford
2500 & Tacoma - e Edge F-150
STOCK# 250298 STOCK# 2T032B - — ‘OCKi# 2S5045A STOCK# 2T049A

® Titanium Elite ® Sport $62 900
= AWD 4q4 m50LV8
= 38,000 kms $ 3 900 ® Celebration Creation

dEn) (00086
<FORD SALESZ 1-800-880-4533

Guy Wall
(306) 435-0215

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

WE OFFER EXTENDED

WARRANTY!
ON ALL APPLIANCES

& FURNITURE!

LOTS OF
APPLIANCE
INVENTORY!

SECTIONALS IN
STOCK T0
TAKE HOME
TODAY!

815 BROADWAY AVE. MOOSOMIN, SK
STORE HOURS:

ZO I 1e.ca 10 AM. - 5:00 PM. MONDAY - FRIDAY

10 A.M. - 3 P.M. SATURDAY

All proper preccuhons will be taken for delivery.
Payment available over the phone or e-transfer FURNITURE + BEDDING « APPLIANCES 306 -435 -2 ] 54

shop from home @
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