pect

Kevin Weedmark photo

Harvest is well under way across southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba. Kevin Weedmark took this aerial photo with the help of

local pilot Rob Austin last Wednesday.

Harvest 2020 off to a strong start

BY RoB PauL
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Last year with the rain it was a tougher harvest that
lasted deep into October and put many farmers in tough
situations as the winter approached.

This year, with harvest well under way and September
just around the corner, things are looking up.

It's been almost perfect harvest weather for farmers

in the area with how dry and warm it’s been while not
dealing with many problems created by pests. If this type
of weather keeps up, harvest could be done in just a few
weeks.

LAWRENCE HEIN 30

OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED

Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville
& Surrounding Areas!

Thanks to the weather, Moosomin area farmer Sean Mc-
Tavish says everybody will likely been on pace to finish
this harvest muCK earlier than last year.

“The weather is ideal right now while the sun stays
out,” said McTavish. “I would say most people have got
a good start with this weather. Dry and warm would be
the best weather.”

“If the weather stays like this, I think most people
would be done by the end of September. Most people are
doing barley and wheat right now.”

Coming off great seeding and growing conditions, the
perfect weather has rolled into harvest conditions says

6-434-6485

lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

McTavish and he hopes it holds through the next few
weeks.

“Right now the combining weather has been fine,” Mc-
Tavish said. “Some of the fields I've combined so far, the
hills haven’t been very good, but the low spots have been
very good. We got the rain when we needed it. Right now
this is ideal harvest conditions other than some muggy
mornings, the humidity is still pretty high. There’s been
no problems really so far. There hasn’t been much issue
with pests. The perfect weather would be 25 degrees and
about 40 per cent humidity.”

Continued on page B4 v=

€ www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations
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Handyman Service
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Fundraiser to help restore grasslands

BY MicHELE LETOURNEAU
LoCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Manitoba branch of
the Nature Conservancy
of Canada has launched
a fundraising campaign
to restore native prairie
grasslands on a newly ac-
quired addition to its Fort
Ellice property.

The property, called Fort
Ellice 3, is roughly an hour
and a half northwest of
Brandon, near St. Lazare.

Kevin Teneycke, the con-
servancy’s regional vice-
president in the province,
likens the new 644 acres
to the hole in a doughnut.
The private, non-profit or-
ganization already owned
the land around it, except
Crown land to the south,
which is managed by the
Association of Manitoba
Community Pastures.

“All the land together
creates a large block of
unfragmented native habi-
tats,” Teneycke said.

The Nature Conser-
vancy of Canada partners
with individuals, corpora-
tions, foundations, Indig-
enous communities and
other non-profit organiza-
tions and governments at
all levels to protect natu-
ral areas. It secures prop-
erties through donation,
purchase,  conservation
agreement and the relin-
quishment of other legal
interests in land and man-
age them for the long term,
according to its website.

Teneycke said the con-
servancy has  already
purchased the land and
the fundraising goal of
$350,000 is to pay that debt

The Nature Conservancy of Canada in Manitoba has launched a fun-
draising campaign to help pay for the expansion of protected prairie
grasslands on Beaver Creek, east of the Manitoba-Saskatchewan bor-
der near the Assiniboine and Qu'Appelle rivers, to add to its existing
Fort Ellice property.

dian lynx, roam the prop-
erty. Threatened birds,
such as Sprague’s pipit
and Chestnut-collared
longspur depend upon the
unique grassland habitat
for survival.”

Teneycke said it takes
thousands of years for
such an ecosystem to
evolve.

The conservancy has
partnerships  with~ Way-
wayseecappo First Nation,
Park West School Division
and Birtle Collegiate. The
partners have used the
Fort Ellice property for
some of their educational
programming. Wayway-
seecappo has used it for
after-school education
programming.

“With Park West, we've
done everything  from
wildlife track identifica-
tion and winter survival.
We have a number of trail
cameras that are out there
and the students collect

the video cards and take
the information back to
the classrooms. They and
identify what species have
been found on it. It was
part of a wildlife techni-
cian course that the Park
West School Division had
offered,” Teneycke said.

The organization is not
only helping to relieve
threats and stresses on na-
ture, but it also offers hu-
mans the opportunity to
experience nature.

“There certainly is docu-
mentation saying there are
lots of health benefits to
providing places and op-
portunities for people to
go out and experience na-
ture,” Teneycke said.

There are hiking trails
available to the public,
but those who might want
to avail themselves of the
natural setting are asked
to contact the regional of-
fice and get permission, as
cattle do roam.

down, as well as finance
the restoration and ongo-
ing management of the
pmﬁertl}{.

The habitat restoration
work will include reseed-
ing land, recently used for
farming, with grassland

species.
“It's recognized that
once native prairie is

broke, you'll never get the
same native prairie back,”
Teneycke said.

Nevertheless, the con-
servancy will reseed 50 to
60 or more species.

“It's not an easy thing
to do it. It does carry some
expense, but it is trying

to put it back,” Teneycke
said.

Because the land was
converted to farmland not
so long ago, there’s hope
there may be grassland
seeds in the soil tﬁat, given
the opportunity, will start
to come back. All told, that
process could take three
to five years, after which
the area will be managed
with prescribed grazing
by cattle.

The conservancy said in
a news release that more
than 90 per cent of Mani-
toba’s prairie grasslands
have already been lost,
and that grasslands are

one of the most endan-
gered ecosystems in the
world.

“It is estimated that we
continue to lose an addi-
tional 147,000 acres every
year,” it stated.

“The conservation of
Fort Ellice 3 will complete
5411 acres of a species-
rich land block, comprised
of mixed-grass prairie, as-
pen forests, riverbank and
floodplain forests, sandhill
prairie and sand dunes,
wetlands, streams, fresh-
water springs and willow
shrublands.

“Large mammal species
like, elk, moose and Cana-

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk,
MLA
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15 per cent of crop combined in Sask
19 per cent of crop combined in Southeast as of last week

Warm, dry conditions continued last week which al-
lowed crop development and maturation to progress
and farmers in all regions of the province to make some
harvest headway. Fifteen per cent of the crop was com-
bined, up from four per cent the week before, and ahead
of the five-year average of 12 per cent (2015-2019) for
this time of year. An additional 16 per cent of the crop
was swathed or ready to straight-cut, slightly behind
the five-year average éOlS 2019) of 17 per cent.

Eighty-nine per cent of fall rye, 82 per cent of winter
wheat, 59 per cent of lentils, 56 per cent of field peas, 20
per cent of barley, 15 per cent of durum, nine per cent
of oats, five per cent of spring wheat and two per cent
of canola had been combined. An additional 16 per cent
of canola had been swathed or is ready to straight-cut.

Harvest progress was most advanced in the southern
regions. Farmers in the southwest region had 31 per cent
combined, the southeast region 19 per cent, the west-
central 12 per cent, the east-central nine per cent, the
northeast four per cent and the northwest two per cent.

In Southeast Saskatchewan, warm weather and dry
conditions helped crops ripen in the region and allowed
farmers to make good progress combining. Nineteen
per cent of the crop was combined last week, up from
five per cent the week before, and slightly behind the
five-year average (2015-2019) of 21 per cent. An addi-
tional 16 per cent of the crop was swathed or ready to

We wish the Agriculture Sector the very
best during the harvest season!

M l:'g‘ﬂflllu

APPLICATORS
CROP &
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Phone Joe at
Cell: 306-435-7243

Partner with the only lender 100%
invested in Canadian ag and food.

1-800-387-3232 | fcc.ca

A.Pethick Farm
& Custom Ag
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e Custom Seeding
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¢ Custom Swathing

e Custom Haying

¢ Dribble Band Fertilizing

Rlusimore!fRleaselinquire!

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com
204.722.2361

straight-cut, behind the five-year average (2015-2019) of
22 per cent.

Ninety per cent of fall rye, 87 per cent of field peas,
82 per cent of winter wheat, 73 per cent of lentils, 35 per
cent of barley, 14 per cent of spring wheat, 12 per cent of
durum and four per cent of canola was combined in the
Southeast. An additional 21 per cent of canola had been
swathed or was ready to straight-cut.

Most of the southeast region received trace amounts
of rain last week, but some of the northeastern parts of
the region received over a half of an inch. The Grenfell
area received the highest amount of rain with 46 mm.
The Tantallon area received 42 mm, the Whitewood area
19 mm, areas north of Weyburn 10 mm, the Odessa and
Briercrest areas two mm and the Carnduff area one mm.
The Tantallon area has received the most precipitation

in the region since April 1 with 305 mm.

Warm, dry conditions in most of the region last week
depleted topsoil moisture ratings. Cropland topsoil
moisture was rated as 46 per cent adequate, 46 per cent
short and eight per cent very short. Hay and pasture
land topsoil moisture was rated as 29 per cent adequate,
54 per cent short and 17 per cent very short.

The majority of crop damage last week was due to
lack of moisture, wind and heat, as well as insects such
as grasshoppers and aphids. There were concerns about
the high fire risk in the region due to the hot, dry con-
ditions. Pasture conditions in the region were rated as
seven per cent good, 68 per cent fair, 20 per cent poor
and five per cent very poor.

Farmers are busy swathing, desiccating and combin-
ing in the region.
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It's been an ideal start to the harvest this year with warm and dry weather.

T. 1

Harvest 2020 off to a strong start

ww Continued from front

With plenty of different factors impact-
ing the markets for farmers this year, Mc-
Tavish says it's looking like there will be
some negatives, but he’s pleased with the
way the canola market is shaping up.

“Wheat’s not very good right now,” Mc-
Tavish said. “But canola looks promising.”

Moosomin area farmer Jason Dobson
says he can’t complain with how things
look early on in the harvest, but the un-
predictability of weather has him unsure
of when it could be completed.

“I think everybody will be pretty happy
with the weather,” said Dobson. “We're
probably 20 per cent along so far. Right
now we're taking off barley, wheat, and
canola, I have no idea when harvest could
be done by.”

The lack of rain in recent weeks has been
a pleasant surprise says Moosomin area
farmer Nancy Jaenen.

“The weather has been pretty good,”
said Jaenen. “Because we haven’t had a lot

==t

Our shelves are stocked
with lots of ammunition!

We also carry:

* Footwear, Rainwear and Workwear

e Pet Food & Pet Products
e Fishing Rods and Tackle
e Camping Supplies
e Qutdoor Supplies

And so much more!

of rain since we put our canola and stuff
down. Barley is done and we're about a
third done our canola. Everything is look-
ing decent at this point.”

Coming off some of the toughest harvest
conditions in recent memory, Jaenen says
this year looks infinitely better.

“It's been average dryness,” Jaenen said.
“Last year was such a horrible year be-
cause we had so much rain at harvest and
we ended up not getting all of our crop
off, which has never happened before. It's
much nicer this year than last.”

As long as the warm and dry weather
holds, Jaenen thinks this harvest could be
done weeks earlier than last year.

“We could be done harvest in a couple
weeks if the weather holds up like this,”
Jaenen said. “I can’t speak for anybody
else, but this looks good for us. We've got
the barley done and we're just working
on the canola. Pests haven't been more of
a problem than normal, we've not really
encountered many problems. We've got

. wIBAFFIN

Winter Boots

HECK US O
YOU'LL BE SURPRISED BY OUR SELECTION!

702 LALONDE ST.

- WHITEWOOD, SK

306-735-2560

good health and everything has been go-
ing quite well. It’s just got to stay sunny
and hot to finish up. Everything looks
good.”

Sharpe’s Moosomin agronomy lead
Wendy Leeds says it looks like favourable
conditions for producers early in the har-
vest and it should lead to higher quality
product.

“Harvest is just kind of getting go,” said
Leeds. “But we've experienced some great
weather early to help the crop dry out over
the last 10 or so days. I think guys are just
starting to get into it and it’s a great start
with this weather.”

“Warm dry weather helps the produc-
ers get the crops off quicker and they keep
their quality. Last year for instance we
had rain in the fall and we lost quality out
of our wheat samples and thinks started
to sprout. Whereas with this warm dry
weather, it's perfect for quality.”

Different weather conditions can lead to
different pest problems, says Leeds, but so

We’re here to help youduring th

far this year she says they haven’t been a
problem with the ideal harvest weather.

“Sometimes dry warm weather can
build up certain pests, like for instance, a
diamondback moth worm or a bertha ar-
myworm,” Leeds said. “So far we’ve seen
very low numbers for both of those. Even
aphids can sometimes be a bit more prob-
lematic if it’s hot and dry, but in our area
insect pests have been very low.”

One of the biggest differences for har-
vest this year comﬁared to last year will be
the speed in which the work can be done
thanks to the dry weather, said Leeds.

“Last year it started raining like every
three days,” said Leeds. “It was really
hard to get the crop off because of that. If
we have a nice run of really warm weath-
er, or even sunny weather, it helps them
so much because their crops are drying as
they’re waiting for them to go to the next
field and it allows them to just do things

Have a safe and

successful harvest!

o
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harvest season with anything you need!
See us for Parts, Service, Sales and A0S

Thanks for all your business
this growing season!
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on highways this harvest

With harvest underway,
please be aware of slower
moving farm machinery on
provincial highways.

“Agriculture is the foun-
dation of Saskatchewan's
economy, so we understand
the importance of getting
the crop off and safely into
the bin,” Highways and In-
frastructure Minister Greg
Ottenbreit said.  “We all
need to do our part to keep
highways safe for everyone,
s0 please be aware of slower
moving equipment.”

In addition to farm equip-

aware of construction taking
place on highways around
the province.

Plan ahead and be patient
when entering a highway
construction  work  zone.
There may be cases when
workers are not present that
require you to slow down. A
sharp pavement drop-off or
loose stones are examples of
hazards that warrant a slow-
er posted speed. If you have
concerns  about highway
work zone signing problems,
please call 306-244-5535.

The Government of Sas-

more than 1,000 kilometres
(km) of provincial highways
this year, the first of its 10-
year Growth Plan goal to
build and upgrade 10,000
km of highways.

The Government of Sas-
katchewan has invested
more than $9.8 billion in
highways infrastructure
since 2008, improving more
than 15,800 km of Saskatch-
ewan highways.  Another
$300 million in highways
stimulus funds will be in-
vested over the next two
years to stimulate Saskatch-

B5

ment, drivers also need tobe  katchewan will improve ewan’s economic recovery.
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The benefits of starting a peer advisory group

Forming a peer advisory group with like-minded businesspeople is a simple but effec-
tive approach to professional development for a farm operation.

The small groups meet regularly to inspire and learn from each other. The groups tend
to be more informal than a grower meeting, but the benefits can be just as significant.

Danny Klinefelter, a farm management specialist, based in the United States, says peer
advisory groups can tackle any business issues members are dealing with on the farm.

“Maybe it’s technology. Maybe it's people issues. Maybe it’s due diligence on entering
a new business. Maybe it's succession, development and planning, or dealing with an
issue that I'm having with a bank or with a firm who’s supplying the input,” Klinefelter
says.

“There are always issues that come up. I need a place besides just my own family that
has been there and can see it from a different perspective. I need somebody with a fresh
set of eyes and not with a vested interest.”

How to get started

To start a peer advisory group, invite four to eight people to meet. Perhaps everyone
runs the same type of operation or all have similar business goals, or maybe everyone
is around the same age. Not all need to be involved in farming, they could be outside of
agriculture but still have a keen interest in participating.

Keep the conversation focused on the reason for gathering and decide how often to
meet — perhaps book the same day and location every month for it to be a regularly oc-
curring event in everyone’s calendar.

What happ at the ting - stays there
Open conversation and trust are a big part of peer advisory groups, so make a rule
that what's said in the group, stays in the group. Open conversation is also nurtured by

oL\ /PRAIRIE LIVESTOCK

LIVESTOCK DEALERS AND ORDER BUYERS

Prairie Livestock Inc. is now buying cattle direct
off farm in Moosomin, SK and Melita, MB
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buyers in Canada.
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Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin
on Hwy #1
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1 Mile North of Melita
on Hwy #83

Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)

the group remaining closed, bring-
ing in new members by invitation-
only.

As the group gets to know each
other, discussions can evolve and
be as general or as focused as the
group wants. Over time, it will
likely become a comfortable place
to do some informal benchmark-
in,

Bounce ideas off people. A peer
advisory group can become a
sounding board to react to plans
and help with due diligence.

3.

Bounce ideas off people. A peer

advisory group can become a sounding board to react to plans and help with due dili-
ence.

& Klinefelter points out that peer advisory groups are a great arena to brainstorm about

business challenges.

“Bounce ideas off people. Maybe I want a sounding board to react to what I'm think-
ing about doing or to help me do the due diligence. Have I thought about the what-ifs?”
Klinefelter says.

He refers to one peer advisory group with such an open, long-term relationship that
when one of the members unexpectedly died, the rest of the group operated as a mentor
for the surviving family members in transitioning the farm.

“They knew enough about the business and this person to help make the transition
much smoother,” Klinefelter says.

Sort out the operations and logistics

When forming a peer advisory group, members should take turns chairing the meet-
ing, whether that means selecting the topic for discussion, inviting a guest speaker with
the expertise of value for the group or getting to the coffee shop early to reserve tables.

Some groups choose to bring in a professional facilitator to run the meetings, in which
case, there would be costs associated with the group.

Peer advisory groups can operate in a variety of ways, depending on the group dy-
namic and goals. They are a low-tech and simple approach to professional development,
but when working effectively, they can produce huge benefits and be a rewarding ex-
perience.

Bottom line
Participating in a peer advisory group is an excellent way to bring together like-mind-
ed, experienced business-people to work for the good of the entire group. Maintain
structure, discipline and frequency to get the most from your meetings and ensure they
become a permanent part of members’ calendars.
Keep conversations focused on the topic at hand, and stick to the rule that what is
said, stays at the meeting. Creating trust in the group is vital for open, honest discussion.

RED ANGUS
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Saskatchewan Invests $15 million In Agtech

The Government of Saskatchewan announced re-
cently it will provide $15 million to help develop new
technologies in agriculture and position the province as
a global leader in the agtech sector.

Through Innovation Saskatchewan, funds will be
invested in a privately-managed fund targeted exclu-
sively at agtech companies that require venture capi-
tal to develop past the startup phase and scale up their
business operations and manufacturing.

“The proper support, combined with strong research
in agricultural innovation and the success of agtech
startups, can make Saskatchewan a global force in ag-
tech,” Minister Responsible for Innovation Saskatch-
ewan Tina Beaudry-Mellor said. “This investment will
bring jobs and new growth to our province and equip
farmers and producers with game-changing technol-
p—

g"l}"lhis investment will accelerate the province’s eco-
nomic recovery from COVID-19 and build upon a re-
cord year for venture capital investment in Saskatch-

The KIOTI® CK10SE has a deluxe, air conditioned cab,so you can work all day ina
scorcher and hardly break a sweat. In fact, it's got heat too. Plus a 35 or 40 HP
engine, hydrostatic transmission and a single lever joystick for easy front loader
operation. It may just be the nicest compact tractor under the sun. Learn more

at Kioti.com.
© 2018 KIOTI Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

ewan. Deals worth $114 million were made in 2019,
more than the previous five years combined, and most
of those investments were made in Saskatchewan’s
tech sector. Once a partner is found, the $15 million
investment is expected to leverage millions more from
private investors, complementing Innovation Sas-
katchewan'’s existing programs which support agtech
startups but are not designed to scale companies to full
business capacity.

Innovation Saskatchewan will issue a Request for
Proposal (RFP) in the coming weeks to begin exploring
fund options with the private sector.

“Saskatchewan is rising to the challenge of feeding a
growing world population and innovation in agricul-
ture technology plays an important role in meeting that
growing demand,” Agriculture Minister David Marit
said. “This investment will ensure producers have
made-in-Saskatchewan technology that supports their
efforts to grow high-quality, sustainable food.”

With global demand for food anticipated to rise 70

Universe
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per cent by 2050, Innovation Saskatchewan is helping
farmers gain a competitive edge to meet the future by
building upon a significant and historic economic driv-
er.

The agency’s new investment, combined with its Sas-
katchewan Advantage Innovation Fund, Saskatchewan
Technology Startup Incentive and the $1 million Ag-
tech Growth Fund announced in July, will work with
the rest of the province’s agricultural infrastructure to
help stimulate the provincial economy, add value to
Saskatchewan’s agricultural products, and grow the
technology sector—all important objectives in Sas-
katchewan’s Growth Plan 2020-30.
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Kevin Weedmark photo

Harvest is well under way across southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba and the fields are looking beautiful from the air. Above, com-
bines lined up for the harvest on the Crossley farm near Moosomin Lake. Below left, the Pipestone Valley and ravines cut into the pattern of fields.
Below right, fields on the edge of the Qu'Appelle Valley. Kevin Weedmark took this aerial photo with the help of local pilot Rob Austin last Wednesday.

Ha py“Ha rvest!!

Drop us a pin & win!!

Drop us a pin of your most challenging field and be
' entered to win a unique, customized farm offer!!

e Soil Testing - for your most challenging field!
e SmartFarm 2021 Crop Planning, NDVI Imaging - for your future!
* Crop Intelligence 2021 Station Placement - for your farm!
» Post Harvest Field Management Session

e Chemical Rotation Prescriptions

e 2020 Local Variety Plot Data / 2021 Plot Opportunities

# Stanley Harvest Cooler and Thermos - for your combine!

\;g:w AT N i /&

7 - |-
‘AN P8 P :3/ (a

2 : 'Qf e

qule Tanner r icki o Megc:

C: 306.434.7710 C: 306.434.7061 C:306.434.5660 C: 306.435.9886 C: 306.434.5916



B10

The World-Spectat:

-M Sask.

Monday, August 31, 2020

Plant scientist wins national pathology award

By CRYSTAL JORGENSON
Facurry OF AcricuLturaL AND Foop
ScIENCES, PLANT SCIENCE, RESEARCH AND
INTERNATIONAL, UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

Dr. Dilantha Fernando has been named the
recipient of the 2020 Canadian Phytopatholog-
ical Society Award for Outstanding Research.
Considered the Society’s most prestigious
award, the honour recognizes outstanding re-
search involving new concepts, the discovery
of new phenomena, or principles in plant pa-
thology or novel application of existing prin-
ciples.

The citation reads:

2020 CPS Award for
Outstanding Research:
Dr. W. G. D. Fernando

Dr. Dilantha Fernando joined the De-
partment of Plant Science at the University
of Manitoba in 1998 and was promoted to
full professor in 2006. Dr. Fernando’s re-
search has made a tremendous impact on
Canadian agriculture and the discipline
of plant pathology. He has demonstrated
innovative research in plant disease man-
agement and exceptional productivity,
with 145 peer-reviewed articles, 15 book
chapters, 78 proceeding papers and 240
abstracts. He has received more than $33
M in external funding for his program, and
is regularly consulted by grower groups
and government agencies for disease-
related issues associated with both crop
production and international trade. He is
known nationally and internationally as a
leader in epidemiology and disease man-
agement, especially on blackleg of canola.
He has supervised 31 graduate students,
80 highly qualified personnel and taught
many plant pathology courses. He was the
president for CPS in 2018-2019, and was
recognized by APS as a Fellow in 2019.

Dr. Fernando is a world authority on
blackleg of canola. His research on black-

Dr. Dilantha Fernando

leg pathotypes led to industry-wide efforts
on R-gene rotations in canola production
to reduce the risk of resistance breakdown,
and helped seed companies select effective
R genes for breeding new blackleg resis-
tant canola cultivars. His lab contributed
substantially to the development of 37
canola or HEAR (high erucic acid rape-
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CATHAY WAGANTALL

Member of Parliament
Yorkton-Melville
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the Canadian
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the world.

Ph: 306-782-3309
Email: cathay.wagantall@parl.gc.ca
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306-532-7006
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seed) canola cultivars with excellent resis-
tance to blackleg, white rust and Fusarium
wilt. The team effort and the achievement
in developing the first Round-Up Ready
HEAR cultivar was honoured by the Ca-
nadian government with a Canada Post
stamp in 28 February 2002. By providing
sound disease management advices based
on his research, Dr. Fernando has built
a reputation in the canola industry and
among producers. Dr. Fernando’s stat-
ure in blackleg research is also respected
internationally. Dr. Fernando’s research
and collaborations with other scientists in

Canada was instrumental in dealing with
the challenge of blackleg associated with
Canadian canola export to China.

His research on Fusarium head blight
of wheat has also had tremendous impact.
In 1993, Dr. Fernando’s pioneering studies
on the dynamics of ascospore release, dis-
persal and ensuing infection substantially
increased the knowledge of epidemiol-
ogy of this important disease in Canada.
Several novel findings in the epidemiol-
ogy, population genetics, populations
structure, genotypic diversity and genetic
variability have been published following
Dr. Fernando’s earlier studies. His recent
efforts to understand the population struc-
ture of F. graminearum on the Canadian
Prairies have led to improved focus on the
detection of toxin-producing strains. This
work has increased the level of vigilance
in grain inspection and improved safety of
the food and feed industry. Dr. Fernando’s
lab was also instrumental in setting up
the first wheat nursery for FHB resistance
screening in Canada. This nursery, along
with a blackleg nursery in Carman, Mani-
toba, has helped breeders screen new ma-
terials for disease resistance efficiently.

Dr. Fernando is also a pioneer in ad-
vancing biological control of crop diseas-
es in Canada. One of the seminal papers
stemmed from Dr. Fernando’s discovery
of unique organic volatile compounds in
Pseudomonas chlororaphis PA23 that in-
hibit sclerotium formation as well as spore
production from overwintering structures
of the pathogen. His studies on the mecha-
nisms of biocontrol have led to many nov-
el discoveries, including antibiosis and its
differential efficacy against different plant
pathogens, gene expression/regulation
mechanisms, and biofilm formation in
biocontrol.

In recognition of his outstanding re-
search in plant pathology and crop dis-
ease management, far-reaching impact
in research on crop industry in Canada,
exceptional teaching and mentorship, ser-
vices and leadership provided to CPS and
APS, as well as extraordinary outreach, Dr.
Fernando is the recipient of the 2020 CPS
Award for Outstanding Research.
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USask Global Institute for Food Security partners on
supercluster project to help lower crop pesticide use

University of Saskatchewan (USask) digital agriculture researchers are part of a new Protein Industries Canada (PIC)
consortium that will develop technology to help lower pesticide use across Canada, making crop protection
more efficient and providing economic benefits for farmers.

By Usask RESEARCH PROFILE AND IMPACT,
AND PROTEIN INDUSTRIES CANADA

PIC is one of Canada’s five innova-
tion superclusters. The $26.2-million PIC
project into using artificial intelligence to
target weeds and other pest crops is led
by Precision.ai Inc., Sure Growth Tech-
nologies, Exceed Grain Marketing, and
the Global Institute for Food Security
(GIFS) at USask. PIC is investing $12.8
million in the project, with the partners
investing the remaining $13.4 million.

“Collaboration between industry, gov-
ernment and universities is critical to
accelerate agtech research and advance
Canada as a global leader in plant pro-
tein innovation to help feed a hungry
world,” said USask Vice-President Re-
search Karen Chad.

“We are pleased to be the first univer-
sity to participate as a full partner in a
project with this important supercluster,
and we look forward to contributing our
expertise in digital agriculture to help
make crop production more efficient in
Canada and around the world.”

USask l]zarticipation in the project will
be led through the university’s Plant
Phenotyping and Imaging Research Cen-
tre, managed by GIFS. Lead researcher is
USask computer scientist lan Stavness,
an expert in artificial intelligence and
machine learning applied to agriculture.

“The aim is to develop new ways to
spray weeds or other pests in a targeted
way,” he said. “The university’s role is
to develop a way to find out precisely

USask computer scientist lan Stavness (right) and his team in a plant

greenhouse.

where the weeds are so that they can be
sprayed more efficiently to reduce pes-
ticide use and help protect the environ-
ment. We will develop software to auto-
matically sort through drone images of
fields to identify weeds.”

Estimates are that the new technology
could reduce pesticide use by up to 95

DOUBLE
BARREL

OILFIELD

SERVICES

- Bin Anchor
Installation

Call Brian

306-452-8088

per cent while maintaining crop yield,
saving farmers about $52 per acre per
growing season. The technology can be
retrofitted to existing pesticide spray-
ers, as well as to new sprayers, creating
a product suitable for producers across
Canada.

PIC CEO Bill Gruel said the new tech-

nology will have a tremendous effect on
Canada’s plant-protein sector.

“Consumers want plant-protein prod-
ucts that were grown sustainably, with-
out sacrificing quality or economic value.
This is particularly true in international
trade where, despite Canada’s reputa-
tion as a supplier of high-quality agri-
foods, our products are facing increasing
testing,” he said. “Thanks to the work
being done by Precision.ai, Sure Growth
Solutions, Exceed Grain Marketing and
GIFS, Canada’s plant proteins are one
step closer to being the highlight on the
plates for consumers around the world.”

To strengthen market opportunities,
commodities grown using the technol-
ogy will be tested for international pes-
ticide tolerance, protein content and fla-
vour quality.

“At GIFS, we recognize the value of
collaboration, so we work with partners
to discover, develop and deliver innova-
tive solutions for the production of glob-
ally sustainable food,” GIFS CEO Steve
Webb said.

“We also serve as a catalyst for inno-
vation within the USask community and
industry partners. By joining forces with
PIC, Precision.Al and other partners on
this exciting project, we are developing
innovative technologies to precisely tar-
get crop inputs only when and where
needed, making production agriculture
more efficient and more economically,
environmentally and socially sustain-
able.”
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USask and GIFS host global software
competltlon to advance digital agriculture

Sample images from the Global Wheat Head Detection Challenge
with the wheat heads highlighted with green boxes.

BY USAsK RESEARCH
ProriLe AND GIFS

Accurate determination
of the number of wheat
heads (the grain-bearing
tip) in a field is vital for
estimating yields in wheat
crops, but the usual meth-
od—manual counting
from digital images—is a
long and tedious job.

To address this problem,
University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) computer
scientist lan Stavness and
international partners at
eight other research insti-
tutions organized a com-
petition, the Global Wheat
Head Detection Challenge,
to develop a computer
software model for more
effectively counting wheat
heads using image analy-
sis—an advance that will
benefit agricultural pro-
ducers, breeders, and re-
searchers studying plant
traits (phenomics) for ge-

netic improvement.

USask’s Global Institute
for Food Security and Plant
Phenotyping and Imagin
Research Centre (P2IRC
together offered US$15,000
in total prize money for
the top three winners. The
challenge was to design a
software model for accu-
rately counting more than
190,000 wheat heads (also
called “ears”) from di-
verse digital images from
around the world.

“Competitors had to
analyze pictures of wheat
plants and identify all of
the wheat spikes (heads) in
the images,” said Stavness,
a member of the P2IRC
team.

“We collected images of
wheat fields from around
the world and the main
challenge was to find a so-
lution that works across all
these different wheat va-
rieties and images,” Stav-

MOOSOMIN4-H

MULTI CLUB

INFORMATION & REGISTRATION

There are over 60 Projects

to choose from in Saskatchewan
Let us know if there is interest in something other than
what'’s listed here. 4-H is open to ages 6-25 years!

CANADA
4-H Sas| n

Etienne David image

ness said.

“We wanted to make
sure that the software cre-
ated from the competition
will work not only for the
university wheat fields in
Saskatoon, but that it will
workjustas well for a farm-
er in Herschel, Saskatch-
ewan or one in Lampman,
Saskatchewan, or even for
a farmer in Australia. Al-
most all the submissions
used advanced ‘machine
learning’ methods to solve
the problem, which is why

the competition is called a
machine learning or data
science competition.”

More than 2,270 teams
competed from around
the world. The top three
winning teams are from
Japan, the United States,
and Vietnam. The winners
are listed at https:/ /www.
kaggle.com/c/global-
Wheat-detectionfgleader-
board

The competition was run
on Kaggle.com, which is
the most prominent web-

site for data science com-
petitions. The new model
will be publicly available
through  open  science:
https:/ /www.kaggle.
com/c/global-wheat-de-
tection/ overview

“At GIFS, we appreciate
how vital innovation is to
enhancing plant breeding
and the entire produc-
tion agriculture process,”
said Steve Webb, GIFS
chief executive officer.
“This is why we were very
pleased to support this im-

portant competition that
will help advance wheat
head counting, and we are
thrilled about the excit-
ing ideas that have come
forward to innovate this
manual process.”

The competition is asso-
ciated with the Computer
Vision Problems in Plant
Phenotyping workshop of
the European Conference
on Computer Vision to be
held on Aug. 28: https://
www.plant-phenotyping.
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Cohen Neville
I would like to thank Food to Fit Nutrition for
purchasing my first 4-H Steer, Sam. | hope
you enjoy the beef. | am going to save the
money towards a project for next year!

Drew Leeds

Thank you to Sandra Garrett from Witch's
Brew for purchasing my 4-H Steer, Carl.

| sure hope you enjoy the meat! | had lots
of fun this year and can’t wait to pick out
another steer for next year.

Rory Greenbank
With the difficulties facing us this year | would like
to thank Corie and Aaron Wudrick-Mohrbutter
for purchasing my steer. | plan on using my steer
money to pay for the feed that was used, skating
lessons and saving some for my education fund.

The World-Sp

Sask.

Nc| Greenbank

Thank you to Parrish & Heimbecker for
purchasing my steer this year. | plan on
using the money to purchase a heifer to
show in 4-H next year and expand my herd.

Thank you to Pharmasave - Darc
purchasing my steer “Zeke”! Your faithful and continued
support o?

appreciated. | will be donating $50 of my steer sale
proceeds to a charity of the buyer’s choice and using the
remainder towards my future education plans!
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4-H Saskatchewan

Callie Reid
A big thank you to Dale at Nixon Electric for
purchasing my steer “Bambi”. | hope he fastes better
than he behaved because he was kind of a bone
head! | sure apprecidate it and will use some of the
money fo put towards feed for my next year's steer,
who will Eopefu"y be a lot nicer! Thanks again
Nixon Electric for your continued support of 4-H!

Cheyenne Jamieson
Rambold  for

the 4-H Program and 4-H Youth is extremely

| BT - w——

o

Levi Jamieson
| would like to say a huge thank you to | JACK
Technologies Inc. - Danny McCarthy for purchasing
my 4-H Steer “Buckshot”. | hope you enjoy the
beef and | redlly appreciate your support of the
4-H Program. | will be donating $50 of my steer
money fo STARS

Cutter Reid

A huge thank you going out fo Curtis & Karleen
Redman (Wapella), Margaret West (Roblin, MB),
Mike Brasseur (Estevan) and Ron Gibson (Bienfait,
SK) for purchasing my 4-H steer “JR”. | want to say
thank you for supporting the 4-H Program. Some of
the profit will go towards expanding my herd and
paying off the feed bill. I really hope you all enjoy
the beef. Thanks again!

Tl

¢ 4-H Parents and Families ¢

* 4-H Leaders .
* Fairmede Ag Society .
* Sylvia Beckett .
e Leah Stevens .
* Bobbie McLaughlin .
* Jamieson Family .
e Keith Turpie 0

* Larry Tomlinson

hank you very much!
FAIRMEDE 4-H BEEF CLUB

Would like to thank our sponsors and everyone who helped make our year a success!

Jordan Ethier

June Van De Kerkhove
Val Hodgson

John Hodgson

Ami Leduc

Barry Rambold

Bev Davidson

Lorelei Petreny

G&L Apparel & Promotions
David & Karol Garvey and
Family

Lana Wiebe

Borderland Co-op

Sask 4-H Council (Clarke
Lewis Memorial)

Katelyn Garvey

* Tyson Jamieson

* By-Pro Feeds Ltd.
- Mark Sinclair

* The World-Spectator

*  McCarthy Vet Services

* Nelson Motors and
Equipment John Deere
- Avonlea, SK
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Balance sheet of agriculture:
Debt increased faster than equity in 2019

By IsABELLE NKAPNANG Djossi
AcricurTuraL EcoNomisT with FCC

The 2019 balance sheet of Canadian ag-
riculture reveals the industry's financial
health heading into the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The ability to cover short-term li-
abilities with cash or liquid assets declined
in 2019, which suggests a weaker first line
of defence for farms facing financial chal-
lenges.

The balance sheet's overall strength is
also measured by the degree of financial
leverage in the industry. The debt-to-eq-
uity or leverage ratio measures the total
amount of debt in Canadian agriculture
relative to total equity. This equation is
important because it measures how much
of the operation is financed by creditors
compared to the farm. It also assesses an
operation’s ability to access capital and
address operating environment challeng-
es.

Debt-to-equity in Canadian
agriculture weaker
In 2019, farm debt increased by 8.4% to
$109.2 billion, while farm equity increased
$18.7 billion or 3.6% to $546 billion. As a re-
sult, the debt-to-equity position increased
to 0.2, implying that 16.7% of assets in Ca-

nadian agriculture is debt-financed.
Operations expanding or making in-
vestments often find themselves with a ra-
tio larger than this on their balance sheet.
The nature of the investments also results
in differences across sectors. Portfolio data

|

from FCC reveals that the median grain
and oilseed farm operation had a lever-
age ratio of around 0.8 in 2019. The me-
dian debt-to-equity ratio was about 1.1 for
poultry operations.

This is the fifth year in the row that the

debt-to-equity ratio is trending higher,
and it's the weakest the ratio has been
since 2010. Despite the higher leverage,
Canadian agriculture remains in a strong
position to weather potential challenges
in 2020 as farm equity is five times larger
than the debt.

What we expect moving forward

The debt-to-equity of Canadian agricul-
ture is expected to soften further in 2020.
Lower livestock prices, labour challenges
and demand disruptions are expected to
result in weaker farm revenues and higher
operating costs. As a result, the demand
for operating debt will remain strong.

Conversely, lower farm revenues are
expected to slow the appreciation in farm-
land values and overall farm equity. FCC
will release its mid-year farmland value
assessment in mid-September—so stay
tuned.

Overall, Canadian farm operations
have access to the financing they require
to weather current industry disruptions.
Work with your lender and accountant to
determine the suggested ratios for your
specific industry and be sure to under-
stand them according to the strategy and
risks facing your operation.
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Why developing an HR strategy is worth the mvestment

One of the biggest chal-
lenges with human re-
sources on the farm is in-
vesting in the resources.

Dr. Sara Mann, inter-
im dean and the associ-
ate dean academic at the
LANG School of Business
and Economics at the Uni-
versity of Guelph, says
there 'is no question that
developing a human re-
sources strategy on a farm
is a good investment.

WORTH THE INVESTMENT

“One of the biggest chal-
lenges when it comes to
human resources is con-
vincing farmers and farm
owners that investing in
HR practices is worth-
while,” Mann says. “When
you're trying to measure
the success or return on
investment of an HR prac-
tise, it's very difficult to do
that because there are so
many other confounding
variables. We find it very
difficult to show there is a
direct relationship between
HR and the bottom line.”

Still, Mann says research
shows that spending mon-

ment do that? Of course, it
will,” Mann says. “There’s
no question that investing
in hiring, attracting, select-
ing and retaining the best
employees will result in an
improvement in profitabil-
ity.”

yMann says that not mak-
ing that investment means
a farmer will never “really
be able to understand, pre-
dict or influence how em-
ployees will behave, and
will not be able to attract,
select and retain the best

people.”

THINK ABOUT
HR STRATEGICALLY

Depending on the job on
the farm, some operators
may focus on minimizing
costs of human resources.
However, others may need
and want the farm to be
known in the community
as one with a strong human
resource plan.

Mann explains that if the
positions to be filled are
unskilled and don’t require
much training, it may not
make sense to put a lot of
farm money and resources
into HR. More complex
jobs, however, may need a
more detailed strategy.

“If you are the type of
company where attract-
ing and selecting the best
employee really would
make the difference - if you
have a very specific skillset
you're looking for, a very
skilled job you're looking
to fill - then you need to
brand yourself as an em-
ployer that devotes money
and resources to HR to try
and attract and retain the
best people.”

MOTIVATION GOES

BEYOND MONETARY

Mann also adds that
employee retention, satis-
faction and performance

doesn’t always come down
to dollars and cents.

“There are a lot of other
things you can do, aside
from offering a high wage,
that will motivate and en-
courage your employee to
perform more highly on
the j g‘ ob,” Mann explains.

e says research shows
that supervisors, managers
and owners often under-
estimate the importance of

intrinsic motivation, such
as feedback, telling people
they’re doing a good job
and instilling feelings of
accomplishment.

“That doesn’t cost mon-
ey, but it does take some

training for people to re-
alize that's an important
thing that they need to look
at as a supervisor or man-
ager,” Mann says. “Provid-
ing continuous feedback is

Jim Moore

key to this approach.”

She says it’s also crucial
to recognize that different
employees are motivated
differently. Some employ-
ees are motivated by mon-
ey, others by much more
intrinsic feelings.

“Understanding ~ what
each employee is moti-
vated by and then alter-
ing your management ap-
proach to each employee
based on this will make a
big difference.”

Bottom line

Developing a human re-
source strategy is a good
investment on the farm. It
can help attract and retain
employees who are the
best fit for an operation. As
well, research shows that
spending money and de-
voting resources to HR will
result in workers who are
motivated, more commit-
ted and will perform better
with fewer turnovers.

ey and devoting resources
to HR will result in more
motivated, committed
workers, who perform bet-
ter on the job and are more
apt to stay with their em-
ployer.

Insurance/Financial Advisor

Moore Agencies Ltd.

306-435-7096
jim_moore@cooperators.ca
www.cooperators.ca/Moore-Agencies

Farming isn't like
any other business

We believe in giving you many
options for your farm insurance,
without adding coverage you don't
need. It's what you'd expect from a
company founded by farmers.

USE TALENT MANAGEMENT

She also encourages
farm operators to use tal-
ent management with em-
ployees.

()ﬁ the co-operators:

A Better Place For You®

Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel

“In all industries, we
want our employees to
be motivated to perform
highly on the job, to be en-
gaged. Will talent manage-

Let's talk.

Not all products available in all provinces.
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USask research reveals hidden features of plant genomes

An international team
led by the Plant Phenotyp-
ing and Imaging Research
Centre (P2IRC) at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan
(USask) and researchers at
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFCQ) ias de-
coded the full genome for
the black mustard plant—
research that will advance
breeding of oilseed mus-
tard crops and provide a
foundation for improved
breeding of wheat, canola
and lentils. The team, co-
led by P2IRC researchers
Andrew Sharpe and Isobel
Parkin, used a new genome
sequencing technology
(Nanopore) that results in
very long “reads” of DNA
and RNA sequences, pro-
viding information for crop
breeding that was previ-
ously not available. The
results are published today
in Nature Plants.

“This work provides a
new model for building
other genome assemblies
for crops such as wheat,
canola and lentils. Essen-
tially, it's a recipe for gen-
erating a genome sequence
that works for any crop,”
said Sharpe, director = of
P2IRC.

“We now know that we
can get the same quality of
genomic data and level of
information about genetic
variation for these impor-
tant national and interna-
tional crops. This means we
can make breeding more
efficient because we can
more easily select genes for
specific desired traits.”

Sharpe said his team is
already using this soft-
ware platform in the Omics
and Precision Agriculture
Lab (OPAL) at tﬁe USask
Global Institute for Food
Security (GIFS) to sequence
larger and more complex
crop genomes.

Black mustard (Brassica
nigra), commonly used in
seed form as a cooking
spice, is grown on the In-
dian sub-continent and is
closely related to mustard
and canola crops grown in
Canada. The research pro-
vides a clearer, “higher res-
olution” view of the plant’s
genes and gives research-
ers and breeders a more de-
fined view of which genes
are responsible for which
traits.

The resulting gene as-
sembly for black mustard
also helps explain how the
black mustard genome dif-
fers from those of its close

crop relatives—such  as
cabbage, turnip and canola.

The team also uncovered
the first direct evidence of
functional centromeres,
structures  on  chromo-
somes essential for plant
fertility, and detected other
previously hard to iden-
tify regions of the genome.
This knowledge provides a
foundation for improving
crop production.

Parkin, a USask adjunct
professor and P2IRC mem-
ber, said the use of long-
read sequence data has
enabled unprecedented ac-
cess to previously hidden
features of plant genomes.

“This provides not only
insights into how crops
evolve but enables the
identification of novel
structural variation—now
known to play an impor-
tant role in the control
of many key agronomic
traits,” said Parkin, also the
lead research scientist with
AAFC Saskatoon Research
Centre.

They also found in the
sequence multiple copies
of certain genes that ex-
press specific traits. This
could mean that certain
traits, such as fungal resis-
tance, could be expressed
more strongly through sev-
eral genes.

Other USask members
of the team include GIFS
researcher Zahra-Katy Na-
vabi and bioinformatics
specialist Chu Shin Koh.
Other team members in-
clude Sampath Perumal, a

P2IRC researcher Andrew Sharpe with the PromethlON high throughput DNA and RNA se-
quencing device at GIFS.

post-doctoral fellow with
Parkin, as well as others
from the University of Ot-
tawa, Thompson River
University, the National
Research Council, and re-
searchers from the United
Kingdom and China.

"The genome assem-
bly for black mustard that
we have developed is a
great example of how new
Nanopore sequencing tech-
nology quickly reveals im-
portant genome biology,”
Sharpe said, noting that

this advanced sequencing
technology and capability
is available to public and
private plant breeding or-
ganizations through  the
OPAL at GIFS.

The research is funded
by the AAFC Canadian
Crops Genomics Initiative
and P2IRC, as well as a Mi-
tacs Elevate post-doctoral

fellowship.
The P2IRC program is a
multidisciplinary  digital

agricultural research centre
funded by the Canada First

NOW HIRING

Assembly Technicians, Paint Prep Technicians,
Saw Operators & Welders

Competitive hourly wages, company matched pension
contributions, and more!

Visit https://bit.ly/VII-careers to learn more and apply!

VADERSTAD

-

CANADA

FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR

Moosomin Riders and Wranglers 4-H Club will
be having its first meeting of the year

Wednesday, September 2, 2020
7:00 p.m.
Moosomin Town Office Basement

If you would like more information

please call Bobbi McLaughlin at 306-434-6314
or e-mail bobbielm15@gmail.com

JY\ IMZ

SERVICE GARAGE
UHAUL 639-692-0021

Marek Zdunczyk

306-435-1717

Moosomin, SK

CARS
TRANSMISSIONS

TRUCKS

ENGINES
HORSE TRAILERS

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT
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WHEEL ALIGNMENTS |

SCANS
BOATS

Research Excellence Fund
and managed by GIFS. The
goal of the centre is to dis-
cover, develop and deliver
new tools and integrate
them into software plat-
forms to accelerate digital

Dave Stobbe photo

breeding. The result will be
new crop varieties that are
more resilient to biologi-
cal and physical stresses
such as disease, insects and
drought, ensuring sustain-
able food production.

FLETGHER

FAMILY FARMS
MEAT SALES

BARRY
306-434-6046

KENT
306-435-6040

SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts
Hwy. #3 East ® Melita, MB

(204) 522-8451

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959
stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street * Stockholm, SK

A A\
TRANSPORT [

Hauling Grain,
Fertilizer, Equipment,
Potable Water and Gravel.
PLUS Winch Truck Service.

Ph: 306-645-2032
Rocanville, SK
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Help young people plan well
now to afford the farm later

According to farm financial experts, address-
ing questions around farm purchase involves
creativity in saving, investment and loan man-

agement strategies.

FrOM AN AGRISUCCESS
ARTICLE BY MATT MCINTOSH

Focus on segments,
not the whole

Purchasing the farm is
less daunting when done
in increments, says BDO
Canada’s Coralee Foster.
An accountant and partner
based in south western On-
tario, she believes smaller
transactions—with or
without a loan—let the in-

coming generation slowly
invest in farm assets while
letting the outgoing gen-
eration feel more comfort-
able.

“Maybe they’re in a posi-
tion to buy the next piece of
equipment ... it might not
be the whole parcel,” Fos-
ter says. An estate freeze
(where the value and tax
liability of appreciating
assets is frozen, usually to

What happens when you don’t advertise?

NOTHING!

Call 306-435-2445 to advertise in

The World-Spectator

ROCANVILLE, SK
306-645-2112

- M Sask.
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transfer future growth to
someone else) is one op-
tion, she adds. It’s designed
to retire equity over time.

Colin Sabourin, financial
planner and investment
advisor with Winnipeg's
Harbourfront Wealth Man-
agement, tﬁrees “Any fu-
ture grow oes to you.
Otherwise it’s )ubt a matter
of paying as slowly or as
fast as you want.”

Debt strategies

Sabourin says debt is al-
most always a reality for
those buying a farm. He
says the most significant
asset many farmers pos-
sess for repaying debt is
their time, which itself can
be leveraged.

“You can borrow from
Mom and Dad... and work
that loan off by putting
in hours on the farm,” he
says.

Foster says it's common
for the outgoing generation
to provide some financing,
which can bring tax ad-
vantages if repayment is

Phone: 306-728-3881

warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

www.warrenkaedingmla.ca

L

Hon. Warren Kaeding PAg.

The most signifi-
cant asset many
farmers  possess
for repaying debt
is their time.

spread out.

You may need to do more
than just service debt, Fos-
ter adds. “Leave room for
a poor crop year, or a piece
of equipment that needs to
be replaced unexpectedly.
Find the balance.”

TFSA is never
a bad idea

If you do have money
to invest, Sabourin says a
tax-free savings account
(TFSA) is “a no-brainer.”
Assets in a TFSA can in-
clude other forms of in-
vestment than a savings
account—like stocks and
mutual funds—for more
aggressive saving strate-

MLA MELVILE-SALTCOATS CONSTITUENCY
MINISTER FOR RURAL & REMOTE HEALTH
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR SENIORS

CANADA'S PARTS PEOPLE

HAVEJATSAFE &
BOUNTIRUL

VEST

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

gies.

“If you're saving ... you
should be doing it through
a TFSA,” Sabourin says.
He generally recommends
people saving for land
make additional invest-
ments elsewhere. “Keep
your investments inside
your TFSA conservative
if you're planning on pur-
chasing something in less
than five years. If it's longer
than five years, it's okay to
be alittle more aggressive,”
he says.

According to  Foster,
producers with off-farm
investments are in a more

B17

flexible position when it
comes to transition.

Know the numbers—

and expectations

Both Foster and Sab-
ourin reiterate it’s crucial
to know the financial situ-
ation of the farm. The out-
going generation needs to
be transparent, while the
incoming generation needs
to make efforts to review
the information.

“Being clear on every-
body’s expectations up
front, I think, is the most
important thing,” Foster
says.

SNAP LOCK ROOFING

FALL SPECIALS

 Specializing in Continuous
Metal Roofing

« Siding Systems

« Custom Metal Flashings

We also do Tree Removal & Pruning!

ON IN-STOCK
INVENTORY

* No exposed fasteners to leak
* Quality Workmanship

« Several colors to choose from
 Metal Cedar Shake Look

BONKOWSKI
ENTERPRISES INC.

MOOSOMIN, SK

At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our world
from the ground up. As the world’s largest
provider of crop inputs, services and solutions,
Nutrien plays a critical role in feeding the future
by helping growers to increase food production

in a sustainable manner.

We’re moving the agriculture industry and

the world forward — today and for generations

to come. Nutrien invests in community initiatives
and partnerships that enhance the quality of life
in the regions where we operate and that reflect

the goals and values of our company.

* 306-435-8008

Nutrien

Feeding the Future™

www.nutrien.com
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BUILT ON FARMER

Grain Millers is a family-owned company and has been a
leader in whole-grain milling for over 30 years. We depend
on direct farmer relationships and offer competitive
farm gate pricing, agronomy and sustainability advice, and
strong markets for your grains. Our commitment to producing
quality products begins with you.

We Purchase:

Oats ¢ Flax ¢ Barley
Wheat ¢ Other Grains

QOats/Feed Grains: 306.786.4682
Flax: 306.933.4644
Other Grains: 952.983.1269

Kevin Weedmark photo

Harvest is well under way across southeast Saskatchewan and south- GRAIN MILLERS Gtmilers.coml] 856 7¢0.468
west Manitoba Valley. This was the scene just west of Moosomin last #1 Grain Millers Drive, PO Box 5040, Yorkton, SK S3N 3Z4
week. Kevin Weedmark took this aerial photo with the help of local pilot
Rob Austin last Wednesday.

o

Reach thousands of readers in
local communities with our monthly

Agriculture Supplement

Published from the World-Spectator office
714 Main Street  Moosomin, SK

3064352445

world_spectator@sasktel.net
www.world-spectator.com/ag-news

To discuss Advertising contact: 19 GIREIES _ Journalists Graphic Design Staff
Accounts call:

Kara Kinna Kevin Weedmark Richelle Adriaansen Victor Jennifer Jacqui Samantha
Associate Publisher Publisher & Owner ~ Administrative Assistant van der Merwe McMillan Harrison McGonigal
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Submit your
harvest photos
for a chance to

win $100!
Email photos to

photos@
world-spectator.com

A sunflower and sunset. Taken at Langenburg,
Sask. Submitted by Nicole Rathgerber.

Left: Jenny Scharff
from Cromer, Mani-
toba took this
photo of Katie

Little in a barley )
field at Cromer. Eric Thompson driving the combine at Gravel-
bourg, Sask. Submitted by Kelsey Thompson

. . . :
|Eé !__" q 1wt I
| .
A m,

l -y

-

} 4id it : ; Above: Nixon and Oaklan Hockley with their papa Keith Jones
— . i : . harvesting in the Silverwood area, between Wapella and Whitewood.
Above: Harvest submitted by Ross Legaarden at Kenlis, Sask Submitted by Alyssa Jones.
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MSRP: $37,999 MSRP: $44,799 MSRP: $45,379 MSRP: $84,650
2020 Ford u 2020 Ford SAvinGS 2020 Ford ShviNGe 2020 Ford SAVINGS

SAVINGS £
Escape SEL AWD Edge SEL AWD Ranger XLT 4x4 Expedition Stealth 4WD
SPDEK# 01012 $3,980 gTOEK# 07083 $5,665 SSTIOCN 1033 $3,370 p STOCK# 01044 $9,307
EMPLOYEE i EMPLOYEE e EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE
PRICE: PRICE: PRICE: PRICE:

34,019 < $39,134 $42,009 $75,343
BI-WEEKLY BI-WEEKLY

MSRP: $49,469 2020 Ford MSRP: $55,094 2020 Ford MSRP: $61,069 2020 Ford MSRP: $91,249 2020 Ford F-350
SAVINGS SAVINGS SAVINGS SAVINGS -
F-150 XTR Ecoboost F-150 XTR 5.0L F-150 XLT Sport 5.0L Lariat Sport 6.7L
$1 1 ,41 3 STOCK# 0T114 $1 2,1 80 STOCK# 07130 $1 2,838 STOCK# G?MS $1 0,762 STOGK‘: 07131
EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE EMPLOYEE
PRICE: PRICE: PRICE: PRICE: ~

$38,056 42,914 ' $48,231 $80,487

BI-WEEKLY BI-WEEKLY

BI-WEEKLY BI-WEEKLY BI-WEEKLY BI-WEEKLY

2017 Ford F-550 2016 Ford Edge 2014 Ford Edge 2015 Ford Explorer
STOCK# 9P278 STOCK# 0T003A STOCK# 0T052A STOCK# 971028

 Ready for work!  Local Trad ® Panoramic Roof = Room for 7
Now oY LT “Wow onLy - wvowr” . vowowr :
$46,900 _ $21,876 - $15,567 i 7 $25,725
5229 89 %69 99
PER WEEK PER WEEK PER WEEK PER WEEK

306-435-3313 LR - :

CELEBRATION MOOSOMIN, SK ! _ . Eli
< ORD SALESS celebrationford.com [P = MR remblay
) VRt

EREE)  1-800-880-4533

You're invested
" in your business
So are we

Partner with the only lender
100% investedin Canadian
agriculture and food.

1-800-387-3232 | fcc.ca

DREAM. GROW. THRIVE.




