Twenty-three crop and cropland-focused research pro-
jects at the University of Saskatchewan (USask) have
received $4.18 million in support from the provincial

overnment through the Agriculture Development Fund
ADF).

The ADF is supported through the Sustainable Cana-
dian Agriculture Partnership (CAP), an investment of
$3.5 billion over five years from federal, provincial and
territorial governments with the goal of supporting the
agri-food and agri-product sectors across Canada. The
Sustainable CAP includes $1 billion in federal programs
and activities and a $2.5 billion commitment for programs
designed by provinces and territories that is cost-shared
60 per cent by the federal government and 40 per cent by
provincial/territorial governments.

“Agricultural research at USask has long been a pillar
of our success and our standing in Saskatchewan and
around the world,” said Dr. Baljit Singh (PhD), USask
vice-president, research. “This support from the govern-
ment and our industry partners in furthering this type of
research and innovation is a vote of confidence for USask
being what Saskatchewan and the world needs in the ag-
ricultural sector.”
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More funding for

ARM

A total of 53 crop projects received funding from the
2025 ADF. USask’s 23 projects, with $4.18 million in to-
tal funding, are the most of any organization to receive
support from the ADF. Projects funded range from soil
science research to health benefits of plant proteins to ex-
ploring different varieties of wheat and pea crops.

“ADF is an essential partner for the College of Agricul-
ture and Bioresources, in terms of our ability to carry out
high-impact research that supports the producers of Sas-
katchewan,” said Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn (PhD), dean
of USask’s College of Agriculture and Bioresources, and a
professor in the Department of Soil Sciences. “Whether
we're looking at soil, plants, animals, all the way through
the value chain, ADF is key.”

ADF projects can also receive funding through industry
partners. Select USask projects received additional sup-
port from valuable industry partners in the agricultural
and agri-food industries including Alberta Grains, Man-
itoba Crop Alliance, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, West-
ern Grains Research Foundation, Saskatchewan Oilseeds
Development Commission and the Saskatchewan Wheat
Development Commission.
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Crop ADF 2025 recipients at USask

The following University of Saskatchewan (USask)
crop research projects received funding from the 2025 Ag-
riculture Development Fund:

¢ Haixia Zhang (PhD), College of Agriculture and Bi-
oresources — Improving haskap quality and marketability
by examining factors related to fruit shelf life, bioactivity
and harvest span - $260,000

o Jeff Schoenau (PhD), College of Agriculture and Bi-
oresources — Revealing Nutrient Uptake and Biomass
Development Patterns in Chickpea Cultivars — $32,275 —
Co-funded by Saskatchewan Pulse Growers

e Lingling Jin (PhD), College of Arts and Science —
GreenSkEye: a software system for automated and direct
monitoring and analyzing continuous changes of green-
house crops - $263,500

 Sabine Banniza (PhD), College of Agriculture and Bi-
oresources — Digging deeper into chickpea root rot issues
- $134,989 — Co-funded by Saskatchewan Pulse Growers
and Western Grains Research Foundation
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Farm transition workshop coming
to Canada’s Farm Show in March

Succession expert presents Bridging the Gap

BY RyaN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Nick Oakley, Business Development Lead with Farm
Management Canada, will be hosting a farm transition
workshop at Canada’s Farm Show in Regina on March 17.

Agricultural producers today often live and work on
the same land four that generations before them settled.
It's a family business often carrying one name for many
decades, yet according to statistics, only 12 per cent of Ca-
nadian farmers have a transition plan. Even more stag-
gering is that only a further 13 per cent are working on
that plan.

“I wish there was one simple answer or a template—fill
this in and here’s your transition plan, and off you go,”
says Oakley. “The tricky thing is that every farm situation
is unique and different based on different components,
and that could be based on ownership structure, based
on management and roles and responsibilities, based on
family and who's involved in the farm, and how many
potential siblings there are, and if they’re on the farm or
off the farm—there’s so many different factors that are at

lay.”

Oakley will be coming to Regina on March 17 as Farm
Management Canada brings an interactive farm succes-
sion workshop called Bridging the Gap to the Queens-
bury Convention Centre. The day-long workshop will
feature experts in accounting, finance, and communica-
tion that promotes farm families to work together on a
plan for ‘what happens next.’

“If you're not properly preparing the next generation
to transition into these roles, you're doing them a disser-
vice, and you're doing a disservice to the generations that
came before you,” Oakley said. “It's such an important
topic, we're so glad that that we can come to Regina to
do that.”

Bridging the Gap is made possible through partner-
ships with MNP, AFSC, FCC, Ritchie Bros., and RBC.

“Just to see groups come together for the good of the
industry, for the education of the producer is such a won-
derful space to be in,” Oakley said. “They see the incredi-
ble value in a workshop like this, and to come to the table
just to support farmers without lookin%for asignature on
a new loan, or to become a client or whatnot. We believe
that if we all contribute to the industry, then farmers are
going to be more well informed. Farm family situations
and farm transitions are going to be done a lot smoother
and a lot easier, and it's going to make for a more suc-
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Nick Oakley, Business Development Lead
with Farm Management Canada, will be host-
ing a farm transition workshop at Canada's
Farm Show in Regina on March 17.

cessful industry where everybody then will benefit from
that.”

Don’t wait

The important piece the Oakley stressed about having
a transition plan is that it be a living, breathing document
that can be addressed, looked at, and updated as life sit-
uations change.

“It's something that changes based on additions or sub-
tractions to families or farm businesses and somethin,
that I think the biggest thing that we're trying to pusl%
across to people is that you can’t get started planning
your farm transition too early, but you definitely can start

planning it too late,” he said. “One of the most important
things about farm transitions that’s definitely different
from most other business transitions is that the farm is so
closely linked to the family, and to ensure and preserve
harmony in the farm family, it’s really important to be out
front of these farm transitions, to be as transparent as you
can.”

Communication of what those desires look like in a
transition scenario is crucial, ensuring that everyone at
least understands what is happening.

“Maybe there are some people who aren’t especially
happy with how this is going or how this other thing is
happening,” Oakley said. “But if they’re understanding
what’s in the plan, I think that's the best way to at least
ensure that down the road, that you can still get together
for Thanksgiving dinners, that Christmases aren’t awk-
ward because there’s a big elephant in the room, that
people know what’s happening, and can plan their lives
around what that might look like.”

Oakley pointed to one example of a family where one
member didn’t properly file their will, with the important
document only existing on a computer.

“That computer ended up getting run over in the drive-
way because the one son didn’t like what was on it,” Oak-
ley recalled. “He wasn't included and he just destroyed
i

The best case scenario in his experience is to have the
family gather and go over a transition plan and have
those sometimes difficult conversations.

“It can go wrong in many different ways, but it’s also
quite possible, really likely, that it can go really well and
really right by taking the appropriate steps, by getting ex-
tra help and expertise from professionals when needed,
and doing it properly,” Oakley said.

The works%op concludes with a 45-minute question
and answer session featuring every presenter from the
workshop, allowing the opportunity for different views
on the same topic.

“You pose a question to them, and you get three or four
of them collaborating on answers, so you get a perspec-
tive of a couple different lenders,” Oakley said. “You get
a perspective of a farm transition advisor, you get a per-
spective from a tax advisor, and it's such an incredibly
valuable time to hear from all of them together on your
questions.”
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researchers to create a better roadmap of soil health for the pr

BY MATT OLSON S
Led by Dr. Angela Bed-
ard-Haughn (PhD), the dean
of the University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources,
these projects —supported by
the Government of Saskatch-
ewan-administered 2025 Ag-
riculture Development Fund
(ADF)—will help Saskatche-
wan producers better under-
stand and predict the carbon
distribution in soil.

“Soil carbon is a really es-
sential component of what
we measure in soil, because
it’s an important indicator of
soil health and the soil organ-
ic matter itself serves as both
a source of nutrients as well
as a sponge that allows soil to
hold on to both water and nu-
trients,” Bedard-Haughn said.

Bedard-Haughn notes that it
is important to have detailed
information on current and
potential future soil carbon
levels so producers can make
deliberate decisions on soil
health, crop production and
management practices in their
fields.

“It’s important for us to un-
derstand where we are right
now so we know how our
land management practices affect soil
organic matter over time,” she said. “We
need a baseline measurement. It's simi-
lar to checking your blood pressure—we
have to track it over time. Taking a one-off
measurement isn’t going to be enough.”

The first of the projects, titled “Map-
ping Soil Carbon Sequestration in Sas-
katchewan Cropland,” will use a combi-

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

USask explores innovative soil
carbon mapping research

When it comes to crop production, soil is vital for plant health, nutrient supply and water
retention. Today, two soil science projects dedicated to the future of mapping carbon levels
in Saskatchewan soil have received support from a major government fund, allowing

nation of in-the-field, remote sensing and
predictive mapping techniques to evalu-
ate carbon levels in the soil. The goals of
the project are threefold: to measure and
map the levels of carbon currently in the
soil; gauge the effects of both land use
and climate on the carbon levels in soil;
and create predictive models for how
carbon levels in soil might change in the

TE D

Photo: Kira Glasscock

Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn (PhD), the dean of the University of Saskatchewan (USask)
College of Agriculture and Bioresources.

future.

To create as fulsome a carbon map as

ossible, Bedard-Haughn said she and

er research team would be using sam-
ples collected from Saskatchewan fields
in conjunction with machine learning al-
gorithms to build models with as much
data as possible. The project received
$290,400 from the ADF and industry sup-

It was definitely the horses that inspired me to
want to take over and be more involved with the
farm and the breeding program that my dad, grand-
father, and great-grandfather worked on.”

Charity Martin Thevenot
Boulder Bluff Clydesdales, Strathclair, MB
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Contact Sunrise Credit Union to meet with an
expert for your Farm Transition goals!
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producers.

port from the Saskatche-
wan Oilseeds Development
Commission and the Sas-
katchewan Wheat Develop-
ment Commission.

Information from the first
project will contribute to
a second project titled “A
Sustainable Future for the
Saskatchewan Soil Infor-
mation System (SKSIS).”
This project will add more
data to a digital platform
with information about soil
health and composition in
fields around the province,
known as the SKSIS (sksis.
ca).

Originally built as a dig-
ital repository for soil re-
cords collected in the latter
part of the 20th century,
Bedard-Haughn said the
SKSIS has had substantial
pickup by producers and
agronomists. By adding
more pertinent data to the
publicly available system,
USask researchers can lead
the development of anoth-
er tool for Saskatchewan’s
ever-growing and globally
influential agricultural in-
dustry.

Bedard-Haughn lauded
the support of the ADF and
noted that this carbon map-
ping project builds off previous soil car-
bon work funded by the ADF, helping to
create a comprehensive carbon map and
predictive model for all agricultural land
in Saskatchewan.

“This funding is an important recog-
nition of the importance of soil healﬁ1
for the future of agriculture in this prov-
ince,” she said.
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Crop reporters wanted
for upcoming growing season

BY RyaN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JouRNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

In this province, conversations about the weather aren’t
just an excuse for small talk, it's a downright crucial topic
for many people’s livelihoods across Saskatchewan. That's
why the provincial Ministry of Agriculture is looking for
more volunteer crop reporters this season—it’s a small
way to make a large impact.

“We send out a survey each week during the growing
season, between April and October,” explained Tyce Ma-
sich, a Crop Extension Specialist with the Ministry of Ag-
riculture. “The survey only takes about five minutes to do,
and reporters only have to answer the questions that they
have an answer for. So we ask both crop and livestock re-
lated questions. The only requirement we have is to give us
the rainfall data that you collected from the week.”

Currently, there are 220 crop reporters across the prov-
ince, but 131 rural municipalities (44 per cent) are without
someone to represent their area.

“We really promoted the crop report at Agronomy Re-
search Update, which is a conference we hosted in De-
cember, and then at Crop Production Show,” Masich said.
“Since then, I've had a few more people email me, interest-
ed in being a crop reporter.”

According to a Nov. 28, 2024 map of current crop report-
ers, many RMs in the southeast are in need of volunteers,
including Moosomin, Hazelwood, Wawken, Walpole,
Maryfield, Moose Mountain, Brock, Willowdale, Spy Hill,
Montmartre, Wellington, Grayson, and McLeod.

“Any time is a good time to sign up to be a crop report-
er,” Masich said. “But now is a great time because it’s slow-
erin the ag industry right now. Farmers, agronomists, any-
one interested in being a reporter, they can sign up. We can
get them a rain gauge and survey booklet in good time.”

Information gathered from volunteer crop reporters is
utilized every week during the growing season through
the provincial crop report, detailing rainfall, topsoil mois-
ture conditions, seeding and harvest progress, crop devel-
opment and damage, livestock feed supplies, and pasture
conditions.

“We would like reporters more in the south, especially
in the RMs along the U.S. border,” Masich said. “We don’t
have a ton of reporters down there, and then in central are-
as, there’s a couple pockets that don’t have reporters.”

Given how conditions can change quickly within a small
area, Masich encourages people interested in volunteering
that might already have a reporter in their RM to apply
regardless.

“We still highly encourage you to sign up, because crop

N

2024 Ford
Expedition
' Limited Max

STOCK# 45226

WAS $99,370

NOW $93,146
$363/wk OAC

SAVINGS $6,224

-7 Passenger
- Navigation

2025 Ford
Explorer
St-Line

STOCK# 55021

- Twin Panel Moonroof
- ST-Line Street

B
Pack $259/wk OAC

2024 Ford
. Bronco Sport
Quter Banks

STOCK# 45202

- Heated Str Wheel WAS $48,735

- Wireless ChgPad  NOW $41,811
$166/wk OAC

SAVINGS $6,924

CELEBRATION

_FORD SALES-

1-800-880-4533
opMoosomin

- Advanced 4x4
- Low Maint. Interior NOW $73,711

SAVINGS $7,024

- Heated Str Wheel
- Heated Seats

SAVINGS $2,500

it

ALY

Crops in Southeast Saskatchewan.

conditions can vary within an RM and rainfall as well,” he
said. “So it's good to have two sources of information for
each RM. We welcome everyone, and we value everyone’s
data equally.”

Some reporters have been around since the provincial
crop report was in its infancy, a milestone that does receive
recognition.

“The crop report has been out for close to 50 years, and
this year is the first year we have a reporter hitting 45
years,” said Masich. “Each year, we put on an apprecia-
tion event for long-term reporters that hit milestones, so 25
years, 30 years, etc. and this year was the first year we have
somebody hitting 45 years. So that’s quite the milestone,
quite the achievement, and we sure appreciate the dedica-
tion from our reporters.”

Over the years, thanks to all the data collected by ded-
icated reporters, the crop report has come to be relied on
and looked forward to each week.

“It's got a very significant impact,” Masich pointed out.
“it’s one of the most—if not the most—popular publica-
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tion we put out, just because it’s viewed by so many each
week.”

Masich says with a laugh that on some Thursdays dur-
ing the growing season, if the report is late by even five
minutes, public panic tends to set in.

“Thave a flood of emails from people wondering where it
is because they’re just anticipating it and wanting to know
what’s going on,” he said, adding that the report’s audi-
ence reaches beyond Saskatchewan borders as well. “Not
even just within the province, but worldwide as well. Pro-
ducers and agrologists read it to assess risk, moisture con-
ditions and predict crop yields in their areas. Also policy
makers, marketers, investors, trading partners all around
the world read the report because they want to know how
our grain and commodities are being produced and condi-
tions in production.”

For more information, and to sign up as a volunteer
crop reporter, email the Crop Report Team at cropreport@
gov.sk.ca
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The Manitoba government is respond-
ing to requests from Manitoba’s agricul-
tural sector and opening two new Mani-
toba Agricultural Services Corporation
(MASC) Service Centres in Virden and
Shoal Lake to better meet the needs of
Manitoba farmers, Agriculture Minister
Ron Kostyshyn announced last week.

“Where the previous government ended
services, we're bringing them back,” said
Kostyshyn. “We heard from producers
loud and clear that they wanted the in-per-
son service they used to enjoy. These new
service centres will also help MASC staff
to further build relationships with produc-
ers, allowing them to better anticipate and
respond to their individual needs.”

A number of agricultural organizations
have been asking the province to open

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Manitoba opening new MASC
offices in Virden and Shoal Lake

new MASC Service Centres after 21 Mani-
toba Agriculture and MASC offices were
closed across the province, noted the min-
ister.

The additional service centres are an-
ticipated to oien by the end of summer,
added Kostyshyn. Precise opening dates
and accompanying details will be commu-
nicated to clients in the coming months.

Approximately 1,600 MASC clients
will benefit from the addition of two new
service centres and roughly 94 percent of
MASC clients will be within a 60-minute
drive to a MASC Service Centre, an in-
crease from 83 per cent, the minister noted.

The two new service centres in Shoal
Lake and Virden will provide farmers
with better access to Agrinsurance, hail
insurance, wildlife damage compensation,

agricultural loans, pathfinding services for
programs offered by Manitoba Agricul-
ture and other programs administered by
MASC. Each new location will be staffed
with four full-time employees and one ca-
sual employee, said the minister.
“Manitoba farmers have been clear
in their desire to have access to more in-
person services through MASC,” said Jill
Verwey, president, Keystone Agricultural
Producers. “We are pleased to see the gov-
ernment has listened to farmers with this
commitment to open two additional ser-
vice centres in Shoal Lake and Virden.”
“Cattle producers certainly see value in
the work being done by MASC and many
like to have the option to sit down across
the table from their staff to have in-depth
discussions about programs and services

Monday, January 27, 2025

that can help their farms and ranches,”
said Matthew Atkinson, president, Mani-
toba Beef Producers (MBP). “MBP had
been advocating for there to be more ser-
vice centres so that our members can ac-
cess MASC services closer to home and
we thank the provincial government for
fulfilling its commitment to open two new
offices.”

In order to determine where new ser-
vice centres would have the greatest im-
pact, MASC undertook a service delivery
review that analyzed client satisfaction
survey results and distance to access in-
person services as well as existing service
centre client volumes and staff-to-client
ratios.

For more information on MASC visit
www.masc.mb.ca.

Farm transition workshop coming
to Canada’s Farm Show in March

w= Continued from Page C3

He added that even after
the Q&A portion has con-
cluded, experts will stick
around for one-on-one
questions producers may
have.

Canada’s
Farm Show
a perfect
op}!)ortunity

The Bridging the Gap
workshop %mppens one
day prior to Canada’s
Farm Show in Regina on
March 17. With this being
the first year the show oc-
curs before seeding, timing
couldn’t be better to bring a
couple hundred producers
down to the Queensbury
Convention Centre. In fact,
the upcoming workshop
will be one of the largest
presentations of the work-
shop Farm Management
Canada has done.

“T am really just excited
to be officially at the Farm
Show,” Oakley said. “One
of the really cool things that
they’ve done to encourage
people to come both to the
show and to the event, is
to offer a free ticket to the
show if you come to the
workshop. So everybody
coming to the workshop is
getting a free ticket into the
show the next day, which
is an incredible gesture on
their part.”

For Canada’s Farm
Show, hosting the work-
shop in conjunction with
their event made sense.

“Through a lot of the re-
search that we have been
doing with farmers in Sas-
katchewan, this is a very
important topic with many
farm families,” said Car-
la Vipond, Show Director
of Canada’s Farm Show.
“Certainly, Farm Manage-
ment Canada is a national
leader in bringing these
important farm transition
planning sessions through-
out Canada, and so we
thought this was a really
great opportunity to do
this here in Saskatchewan
and, more importantly, in
Regina.”

Oakley described how

FMC had the Farm Show in
mind as an opportunity to
present the workshop, and
were pleased when CFS
reached out to them with
an invitation.

“They called us and said,
‘just join us here, come to
the Farm Show’,” Oakley
said. “We can host right on
site here, and they’ve been
an incredible partner. So
thanks to them, we are offi-
cially coming to the show.”

This will be the first time
in Canada Farm Show’s 40-
year history that the event
takes place in March, which
Vipond credits in most part
to changing farming prac-
tices keeping producers
busy through June.

“March is the perfect
time for us to be hosting a

—20

farm show because that’s
just before they're get-
ting ready for a very busy
growing season,” she said.
“This is the opportunity
for them to come in to Re-
gina, take in an awesome
trade show, take in a lot
of entertainment, which is
what we have planned this
year.

Listing some of the event
draws around CFS, Vipond
noted, the Jelly Roll concert
on March 16 at the Brandt
Centre, plus the Regina
Pats vs Swift Current Bron-
cos game on March 18 at
the same venue.

“It's been an extraordi-
nary learning experience
from a show standpoint,”
Vipond said of the deci-
sion to bump the show up
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to March, which for 2025,
meant a few months less
time to prepare. “The re-
sponse from industry has
been extraordinary. Before
Christmas, our trade show
was actually 90 per cent
sold out.”

Partnerships like those
with FMS and the addition
of new companies taking
in their first Farm Show

or returning after a hiatus
further cements that the
March dates were a good
decision.

“While our planning cy-
cle was short, the response
was fantastic, which made
it all worthwhile,” Vipond
explained. “There’s actual-
ly alot going on at REAL—
we’ve got everything from
hockey playoffs to concerts

to a farm show. But actual-
ly, that's what's making it
exciting, there’s just a lot to
do in addition to taking in
a great Farm Show.”

To register for Bridg-
ing the Gap, visit fmc-gac.
com/btg for more informa-
tion. Canada’s Farm Show
runs from March 18 to 20
this year with the theme
“Grow Starts Here.”
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giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all
qualities and classes of cattle
Never charge selling fees, which means more
profit per head (up to $25/head over selling
at Auction)

Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book
them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:
Jason: 306-435-7767

John: 306-434-7778

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin

on Hwy #1

Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)

Matt: 306-728-1582
Office: 306-435-3327

See Ag News online any time at

www.world-spectator.com/ag-news/
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APAS calls for pause
to capital gains tax changes

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatch-
ewan (APAS) is expressing concern over the proposed
changes to capital gains tax regulations, and is calling for
a pause on the proposed capital gains tax changes.

With the recent prorogation of Parliament, many people
are left wondering how the proposed changes to capital
gains tax rules are allowed to continue. While the changes
are left in limbo, the Canada Revenue Agency will contin-
ue to collect new charges in the coming tax season.

In last year’s federal budget, an increase to the capital
gains inclusion rate was proposed on any gains realized
on or after June 25, 2024. Instead of the previous 50 per
cent, the inclusion rate rose to 66.67 per cent—except for
individuals and certain trusts (graduated real estates and
qualified disability trusts), who still fall under the old rate
on the first $250,000. Corporations and the majority of
family trusts are affected by the new rate, and for individ-
uals the increase in the top tax rate on capital gains above
$250,000 is approximately nine percentage points.

Meanwhile, agricultural producers are also left won-
dering exactly how the proposed changes will affect their
operations, especially tﬁose with succession planning at
top of mind.

“The majority of producers who do retire use the reve-
nue from the sale of their land as their retirement fund,”
explained APAS president Bill Prybylski. “The uncertain-
ty of not knowing what are the tax rules right now? What
are the capital gains rules? Is CRA going to enforce the
rules, even though that they haven’t actually been passed
through Parliament? So the biggest thing is the is the un-
certainty.”

APAS President Bill Prybylski

Since much of farm value is linked to land assets, the
changes can have a huge impact on the family farm.

“It’s not a small amount of dollars we're talking about
anymore,” Prybylski said. “So it is very significant, the
tax implications. How do producers plan but they don’t
know what rules they have to follow?”
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CONTACT
INFO:

Lee - 306 434 7436
Max - 306 434 7446
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APAS is looking for a clearer picture on what the tax
changes mean for farmers, requesting a meeting with
the federal minister of national revenue, Marie-Claude
Bibeau, but no answer has been forthcoming.

“We've sent her a letter requesting a meeting with her,”
Prybylski said. “I will be in Ottawa for some other oth-
er things, so I was hoping for a chance to meet with her
while I'm in Ottawa, but we have, as of yet not heard back
from her office.”

In addition to detailed information, APAS wants to see
a pause in the changes until more in-depth talks can take

lace.

P “We're not optimistic a whole lot will happen, but we
would like to see the changes paused until there can be
some consultation and some some clarity from the gov-
ernment as to what the actual rules are going to be,” Pry-
bylski says. “Even going forward from there, we're not
sure what the government is going to look like, if there’s
going to be a election call shortly after. There will be a
non-confidence vote to call an election, there’s just so
much uncertainty, and we would like to see things just
put on hold until we can clarify.”

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce agrees with
APAS, noting that the CRA “lacks clear legislative au-
thority to implement this tax,” lauding an early campaign
promise from the Conservatives to nix the change.

“Reversing this tax increase will help to bolster invest-
ment and entrepreneurship, and signal to the world that
Canada is open for business,” said Jessica Brandon-Jepp,
Senior Director, Fiscal and Financial Services Policy with
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. “We encourage
the federal government and other political parties to also
commit to not implementing this tax.”
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Insights on what makes cows efficient,
allowing better decision-making on farms

An impressive array of tools — from data analytics and precision agriculture to livestock vac-

cines, crop development, genomic selection and more — is ushering in the future of farming.
-

Located at the heart of
one of Canada’s agricultural
powerhouses, the Universi-
ty of Saskatchewan (USask)
has developed an impres-
sive portfolio of achieve-
ments related to creating
stronger and more resilient
food systems.

Mika Asai-Coakwell, pro-
fessor in the Animal and
Poultry Science department
with tlén,e College of Agricul-
ture and Bioresources at US-
ask, focuses her efforts on
“finding an efficient cow”
through a project called,
“Genomic association anal-
ysis of forage efficiency in
beef cows.”

“When you have animals
that are more efficient over
the long term, one bene-
fit is that producers can
rely on these cows longer
- and don’t need as many
replacement heifers to be-
come breeding cows,” she
explains. “Higher calving
rates would lead to a more
productive farm overall.”

And when producers
can raise more cattle with
less resources, says Dr.
Asai-Coakwell, this reduces
the impact on the environ-
ment, decreasing the carbon
footprint associated with

Agriculture and Agri-
Food Minister Lawrence
MacAulay and Manitoba
Agriculture Minister Ron
Kostyshyn announced
details of the 2025 Agriln-
surance program adminis-
tered by Manitoba Agricul-
tural Services Corporation
(MASC) on Jan. 22.

“Farmers in Manitoba
are known for delivering
top-quality products to
Canadians and the world,”
said MacAulay. “It's vi-
tally important that they
have access to flexible risk
management  programs
to help them protect their

Mika Asai-Coakwell, professor in the Animal and Poultry Science De-

partment at the University of Saskatchewan look to identify the genomic
markers that are associated with efficiency in beef cattle.

this aspect of beef produc-
tion.

As a first step, the team
set key indicators for ef-
ficiency in cows. “From a
traditional standpoint, an
animal that eats less and
gains more mass has been
seen as more efficient,” she
says. “But more recently,
we've been considering a

new definition. It reflects
the fact that mature cows
are no longer growing —and
this makes the feed-to-mass
conversion less indicative.”

What instead makes a
cow efficient for beef cattle
is “the ability to conceive,
produce a healthy calf, wean
that calf and then get preg-
nant again the following

Manitoba
2025 Agrilnsurance
program announced

operations so they can
keep meeting the demand
for the products they pro-
duce.”

After a lower-than-av-
erage claim year in 2024,
Manitoba farmers will ben-
efit from lower premium
rates for most insurable
crops in 2025. For annual
crops, the average pre-
mium for producers will
be $13.01 per acre in 2025
compared to $15.43 per
acre in 2024. MASC calcu-
lates premium rates using
methodologies that are re-
viewed and approved by
Agriculture and Agri-Food

Canada (AAFC).

Volatility in global com-
modity markets continues
to impact Agrilnsurance
dollar values for the 2025
season. Some crops such
as flax and field peas will
have higher dollar values.
For the majority of crops,
however, dollar values are
lower than in 2024 based
on market forecasts. Total
coverage for 2025 is expect-
ed to be $4.2 billion, noted
MacAulay.

“As a farmer for many
years, I understand the im-
portance of knowing your
coverage and costs as you

MMM

MOOSE MOUNTAIN MEATS

CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED

LOCALLY GROWN SIDES OF BEEF - $4.99/LB

Includes cutting and wrapping

LOCALLY GROWN SIDES OF PORK - $2.49/LB

Includes cutting and wrapping

Stock up & save now to heat the predicted
price increase on meat

Follow us on Facebook @ Moose Mountain Meats Co-operative Ltd.

Wawota, SK ¢ 30

39-2500

years,” says Dr. Asai-Coak-
well. “An efficient cow is
able to keep her health and
body fat tﬁroughout these
cycles with minimal feed
supplementation.”
However, the equation is
far from simple, and the re-
searchers are charged with
isolating markers in the ge-
nome from among the many

plan for the next growing
season,” said Kostyshyn.
“We're happy to offer cov-
erage at affordable rates for
Manitoba farmers through
the Agrilnsurance program
so they can confidently
plan for the upcoming crop
year.”

Continued on Page C13 v=

factors that can affect effi-
ciency, including herd man-
agement, farm location and
weather conditions. “This
comgllexity makes teasing
out the genetics component
more challenging,” says Dr.
Asai-Coakwell. “We have to
determine which traits can
be inherited versus which
are due to environmental
influences.”

Valuable tools for
researchers
and farmers

Underpinning these ef-
forts is a ranking system, de-
veloped by collaborators for
one cohort of cows, which
the team now looks to ap-
ply to a much larger popu-
lation, says Nyah Hopkins,
a graduate student who
works with Dr. Asai-Coak-
well on the project.

USask graduate — stu-
dent Nyah Hopkins works
alongside Asai-Coakwell on

to: Submitted

The ranking system itself
already represents a very
useful tool, since previous
methods for feed conver-
sion required measuring the
complete feed intake of an
animal, Ms. Hopkins says.
“This is not only expensive
and time-consuming, but
for cows raised on pasture,
it is almost impossible.”

The new system uses
measures that are routinel
obtained on farms, sucl
as calving dates, the cow’s
weight and body condition
at calving — and the weight
of the calf at birth and at
weaning, she notes. “The re-
sulting efficiency score indi-
cates how well a cow is able
to continuously produce
healthy calves while main-
taining her body weight on
forage-based diets.”

her research Erojects. (Pho-

Continued on Page C14 =
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= Continued from front

* Sabine Banniza (PhD), College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources — Evaluating
shade covers to improve reliability of blos-
som blight disease screening - $71,300

* Ana Vargas (PhD), College of Agri-
culture and Bioresources — Developing
high-value faba bean cultivars — $167, 248
— Co-funded by Western Grains Research
Foundation

Michael Nickerson (PhD), College of
Agriculture and Bioresources — Improv-
ing the gelation properties of faba bean
and pea protein concentrates for applica-
tion in structured plant-based products —
$250,500

¢ Michael Nickerson (PhD), College of
Agriculture and Bioresources — Develop-
ment of a wet fractionation process for
extracting pea and faba bean albumins
by pilot-scale vibrational shear filtration —
$149,800

¢ Oon-Doo Baik (PhD), College of Engi-
neering — Cost-effective and high-perfor-
mance atmospheric cold plasma technolo-
gy for wheat, canola and lentil — $137,000
— Co-funded by Saskatchewan Pulse
Growers

¢ Angela Bedard-Haughn (PhD), Col-
lege of Agriculture and Bioresources — A
sustainable future for the Saskatchewan
Soil Information System (SKSIS) — $90,668
— Co-funded by Saskatchewan Oilseeds
Development Commission, Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers and Saskatchewan Wheat
Development Commission

e Angela Bedard-Haughn (PhD),
College of Agriculture and Bioresourc-
es — Mapping soil carbon sequestration
in Saskatchewan cropland — $290,400 —

{ REGISTER NOW

TOP NOTC

FARMING

Topics:

« barley, canola and flax research and agronomy

+ global markets
+ Prairie hydrology

Join us February 12 in Moosomin

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask

More funding for crop reasearch

Co-funded by Saskatchewan Oilseeds
Development Commission and Saskatche-
wan Wheat Development Commission

* Tom Warkentin (PhD), College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources — Rapid intro-
gression of aphid resistance into pea elite
cultivars — $149,645 — Co-funded by Sas-
katchewan Pulse Growers and Western
Grains Research Foundation

¢ Christian Willenborg, College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources — Herbicide
screening in spice crops II: continuing the
search and generating minor use data —
$179,400

® Martin Reaney (PhD), College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources — Graphene
and epoxidized oil strengthen canola pro-
tein-based plastics — $180,000

¢ Yongfeng Ai (PhD), College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources — Enzymatic
modification and ultrasonication to im-
prove functionality, nutritional quality,
and flavor of starch-rich pulse flours —
$149,000 — Co-funded by Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers

* Yongfeng Ai (PhD), College of Agri-
culture and Bioresources — Novel hydro-
thermal method to develop functional
low-glycemic food ingredients and en-
capsulant from pea starch — $144,500 —
Co-funded by Saskatchewan Pulse Grow-

ers

e Phil Chilibeck (PhD), College of Ki-
nesiology — A pea-based beverage for im-
proving bone health — $150,000 — Co-fund-
ed by Saskatchewan Pulse Growers

o Adam Carter (PhD), College of Agri-
culture and Bioresources — Accelerating
CWRS wheat improvement with mul-
ti-trait rapid-cycle recurrent genomic

J www.saskcanola.com

Health

Maximize fertilizer efficiency
Reduce soil compaction

selection — $242,444 — Co-funded by Al-
berta Grains, Manitoba Crop Alliance,
Saskatchewan Wheat Development Com-
mission and Western Grains Research
Foundation

 Bishnu Acharya (PhD), College of En-
gineering — Developing Innovative appli-
cations for spent bleaching clay and soap-
stocks from canola processing — $146,000

e Curtis Pozniak (PhD), College of
Agriculture and Bioresources — Alter-
native mechanisms for resistance to the
wheat stem sawfly in wheat — $206,019
- Co-funded by Alberta Grains, Saskatch-

Block Heaters
Wipers
Antifreeze
Arctic Oil

Bumper
toBumper

C9

ewan Wheat Development Commission
and Western Grains Research Foundation

e Curtis Pozniak (PhD), College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources — Introducing
high-protein content and early flowering
alleles from wild wheat relatives while
minimizing linkage drag - $160,037 —
Co-funded by Saskatchewan Wheat De-
velopment Commission

¢ Dr. Warren Helgason (PhD), College
of Engineering — Flexible allocation of ir-
rigation water — maximizing productivity
and water efficiency — $287,180

ROCANVILLE, SK
306-645-2112

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

CANADA'S PARTS PEOPLE

Dressing

Enhance germination,
vigour and early growth

FOLIAR
Fertilizer

Correct nutrient deficiencies,
fight stresses and increase yield

Nutrition For Every Stage

CROP AID

NUTRITION

cropaidnutrition.com | 1-866-249-0666
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Top economic charts to monitor in 2025

As we start the new year amid new challenges, includ-
ing slowing population growth and potential trade bar-
riers, here are FCC’s top charts to help make sense of the
economic environment for the agriculture and agri-food
sector, from producers to consumers.

Slower population growth
will dent economic growth

After a rough couple of years, when real GDP growth
averaged a meagre 1.5%, Canada’s economy is unlikely
to get much better this year. Reduced immigration levels
are expected to slow population growth, significantly re-
ducing potential GDP growth - the economy’s speed lim-
it, whicﬁ is estimated as the sum of available labour (i.e.,
population) growth and productivity growth.

The Bank of Canada currently estimates potential
growth to be just 1.7% in 2025, but even that seems op-
timistic given the central bank’s expectation of produc-
tivity bouncing back significantly this year (Figure 1). It's
unclear what will rekindle productivity, more so consid-
ering business investment has been treading water. With
such a low speed limit, don’t count on Canada’s real GDP
growth to bounce back significantly in 2025.

Figure 1: Economy'’s speed limit has been low-
ered for 2025

o Growth of available labour
w Labour praductivity growth
» Potential GDP grawth

2023 2024 2028

Source: Bank of Canada

Tariffs, Trade, and the Canadian dollar

As if slowing population growth wasn’t enough, Cana-
da also has to contend with a more uncertain trade envi-
ronment. With Donald Trump’s return as U.S. President,
Canada is facing the prospect of punitive tariffs and a re-
sulting slump in exports. Look for U.S. tariffs, if any, to
be imposed for a few months on selected products as a
negotiating tactic, as was the case in 2018, before being
lifted. If 2018 is any guide, cool heads will prevail in the
end because negotiators know all too well how intercon-
nected the two economies are. We expect both parties to
eventually agree on a deal, which will provide a frame-
work for CUSMA 2.0. But any tariff drama will be enough
to restrain exports temporarily and depress investment,
further restraining real GDP growth this year.

With such a cloudy economic outlook, it’s difficult to
be optimistic about the Canadian dollar. While the un-
derperforming loonie helps to boost Canada’s export de-
pendent economy, imports or any trips to the U.S. will
cost a lot more. The loonie’s correlation with oil has bro-
ken down over the last three years (Figure 2). But only
part of that breakdown is due to Canada-U.S. interest rate
differentials. In fact, the differential is similar to what it
was in early 2007, and the WCS oil price is much higher
than 18 years ago. And yet the C$ is now trading at just
70 U.S. cents or so, versus 90 cents back in 2007. Clearly
there’s more to the ailing loonie than just oil and the inter-
est rate spreads. That casts doubts about the likelihood of
a significant rebound for the loonie this year.

Figure 2: Loonie's correlation with oil has di-
minished over the past three years
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Weathering the upcoming
Canola trade barriers

Uncertainty hangs over the 2025 canola market due to
China’s anti-dumping investigation but also a smaller
than anticipated Canadian canola crop. It will take time
for China to conclude their investigation — China's 2018
case against Australian barley took 18 months — but in the
meantime since the beginning of the crop year on August
1st, Canadian canola exports have been strong. Thanks to

China accounting for over 75% of all shipments, the ex-
port pace is running 10 weeks ahead of schedule. Even if
China slows down as expected, Canada will only need to
export another 3 million tonnes of canola to reach Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC’s) export target
of 7.5 million tonnes in 2024/25. China’s anti-dumping
probe is more likely to impact 2025/26 exports.

Canada’s 2024 canola crop of just under 18 million
tonnes has been in demand by domestic processors in ad-
dition to the strong export pace. The canola crush sector is
on track to process over 11.5 million tonnes this crop year.
If exports slow more than anticipated, crushers could pro-
cess closer to 12 million tonnes, but it would depend on
farmer deliveries. The other factor to consider is demand
for canola oil, which is currently price competitive com-
pared to other vegetable oils including soybean oil. Can-
ola oil has found a home in U.S. biofuel programs to date
but uncertainty surrounding the specifics of U.S. biofuel
and government policies for 2025 leaves this market in
limbo right now.

Overall, the impact on the remainder of 2024/25 can-
ola marketings will depend on how U.S. biofuel policies
change and any U.S. import tariffs, but these are balanced
by the smaller crop size. Current stocks-to-use estimates
are anticipated to be tight but are priced appropriately
relative to the long-term trend (Figure 3). The upcoming
2025/26 crop will likely be influenced more by China’s
anti-dumping probe and 2025 weather. Reduced exports
to China in 2025/26 could result in increased ending
stocks if alternative export destinations don’t material-
ize. Prices would decline based upon the corresponding
stocks-to-use trend.

Figure 3: Exports and domestic crush will influ-
ence canola stocks-to-use and prices
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Concern building for hog producers
regarding voluntary country of origin

labeling (vCool)

Starting in 2026, for meat to qualify for a "Product of
USA" label, the animal must be born, raised, and pro-
cessed within the United States. While the rule doesn’t
come into force until next year, U.S. processors could be-
gin implementing it later tKis year. TEis rule is voluntary,
allowing companies to opt-out of labeling their products
if they prefer. This change is intended to circumvent the
previous mandatory country-of-origin labeling (mCOOL)
regulations, which were repealed following Canada and
Mexico's victory at the World Trade Organization. We dis-
cussed this development last fall.

Canadian hog production growth is closely linked to
exports of live animals, including 21-day old piglets to
market-ready hogs, with most of these exports going to
the U.S. Before mCOOL was implemented in 2009, Cana-
da produced approximately 32 million hogs annually and
exported 8-10 million hogs (Figure 4). However, by the
midpoint of mCOOL in 2013, production had decreased
by 5 million hogs and exports declined accordingly. Pro-
duction has never recovered to pre mCOOL levels, and
with Canada's domestic slaughter capacity facing various
challenges in recent years, any disruption in export de-
mand could result in'a smaller Canadian hog herd in the
upcoming years as hog prices would be pressured to clear
the excess supply.

Figure 4: Canadian hog production is tightly
connected to live hog exports

Canadien bve hog
npnts o
head)
0 oom
s
]
2am
. 2004
oo 8 &
L A —
6
s
., .
o
.
" 2 E = Y € 2 £t} N

Canada bve hop prodursien (miiian Read]

Source: USDA PSD

High cow and heifer slaughter rates
not conducive to herd rebuilding
The Canadian beef herd hit its lowest point in 30 years

last year and when data is released for January 1, 2025, it
is expected to be smaller once more, despite another year
of excellent to record cattle prices. In 2024, nearly half of
the slaughtered cattle in Canada and the U.S. were heifers
and cows, a 3-year low but still historically high, which
will result in the herd declining to start 2025 &igure 5).
To see the herd start to grow in a year, the industry needs
cows and heifers to make up less than 47% of slaughter.
Until that happens cattle prices will remain near record
levels, which will undoubtably support retail beef prices.
Don'’t expect barbecue season to be a cheap one given Ca-
nadian’s preference for beef means demand is expected
to remain strong.

Cow-calf producers have benefited from high prices,
some using the extra income to pay off debt from drought
years, while others chose to leave the industry rather than
expand their herds. Cow-calf profitability is expected to
remain strong in 2025 and while herd rebuilding might
start later this year, significant expansion won't be seen
for a few years. Rebuilding the herd will take several
years of good weather and high prices. Fortunately, feed
supplies improved last year.

While supply and demand fundamentals suggest a
positive outlook for cattle prices, potential trade issues
are a major concern. Tariff threats from the new U.S. ad-
ministration could impact the Canadian-U.S. livestock
sector due to the integrated North American market. The
uncertainty around tariffs and vCOOL may also hinder
Canada’s ability to retain heifers for herd growth.

Figure 5: Declining slaughter rates still not sup-
portive of Canada and U.S. herd rebuilding as
of January 1
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The cow-calf sector is not the only one reaping the ben-
efits of high cattle prices. The Canadian dairy sector has
also benefited. The milk per cow productivity gains has
allowed the dairy sector to cull additional cows and send
more calves to slaughter increasing dairy revenue.

Does the blended milk price

have the potential to move in 2025?

In November 2024, the Canadian Dairy Commission
(CDC) announced there will be a very slight decline
(-0.02%) in the farmgate milk price in 2025. However, not
all of the average blended price is set within the supply
management system. Approximately 11% of butterfat ﬁoy
weight) goes into Class 5 products, a class of milk where
all components are determined by U.S. prices (solids non-
fat prices in some Class 4 products are also determined by
U.S. prices). The price of non-fat dry milk began to rise in
the latter half of 2024 (Figure 6), providing a small boost
to Canadian average blended prices in the process.

The USDA is projecting non-fat dry milk prices in the
U.S. to average $1.30/1b in 2025, which if it held, would
be a 5.4% increase from 2024. This price, however, is sub-
ject to market forces and could move up or down as the
year unfolds. Our analysis shows that a 10% swing in
Class III milk prices changes the average blended milk
Erice by 0.5%, all else being equal. So, if producers are

oping for a price boost in 2025, it'll have to come from a
rise in U.S. milk prices.

Figure 6: U.S. non-fat dry milk prices rose to-
wards the end of 2024
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Food processing: Who's the most
vulnerable to trade barriers?

After a year of rouﬁhly flat sales, food and beverage
processors are facing the prospect of another difficult year
in 2025. Continued on page C15 v
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Taking care of business

What a perfect day to sit down at the computer and
do some writing! I may not have a true sense of the bliz-
zard raging outdoors from my home here in town but my
guess is it isn’t a great day to travel anywhere so writing
it will be.

The Christmas season has come and gone but I just
have to say how much I enjoyed every single part of the
celebrations — lots of laughs and too much food - what ex-
citement, what fun! We especially enjoyed hosting a large
Christmas gathering of no less than 321 Okay, it may have
been a bit scrunchy but hey, it’s one day and what a great
day it was. We got in some “team” games with trivia,
guess-the-tune, and of course some ‘gag’ gifts and steals.
The package of fleece cleaning Cloths?rags was one of the
top delights. We loved the expression one of our nieces (a
city gal from Calgary now living in Saskatchewan and en-
gaged to a farmer) who couldn’t quite figure the allure of
a package of fleece cloths in our farmer-dominated group.

I know some may have bemoaned the fact that they
had to return to work after Christmas, but for some of us
(moi for sure) who only needs to work part time during
the farm'’s busy times, I had it made! Enjoyable late-night
movies (you know the kind ... staying up until 10 p.m.,
munching on popcorn), sleeping in until all of 7:00, may-
be even 8:00 the odd day. Ahhh, sweet bliss!!

Some mornings since Christmas were brutal though.
And not for reasons you might think. When the land line
rings at strange hours, my first thought is something has
happened to someone in my family. Take the middle-of-
the-night (1:30 a.m.) call from what I call ‘fake Amazon.”
Yup, that was a rude awakening to say the least. Three
mornings later, 6:00 a.m. and it’s ‘fake Bell Canada.” Re-
ally? All were recordings of course so you can’t even ex-
press your frustration with being so rudely awakened.
This morning, was another 6:19 am. one that hubby
grabbed as we heard his mom’s name being announced
from the phone. ‘Oh, this is serious,” I thought as I listened
to the one-sided conversation. “No, Mom, you called me,
I didn’t call you,” was what I was hearing hubby saying,
realizing it wasn’t an emergency call after all. And when 1
double checked her phone calls from her house later that
day, guess what? At that time of the morning, there was
an incoming call from some strange number %not ours) at
6:19 a.m., so another sort of scam-type thing where a fake
number shows coming in to her phone but on our phone,
it shows her number calling us. What next?

The storm that Friday meant a delayed trip of our first-
thing-in-the-morning (think 8:30) trek to the farm to feed
Mr. Rescue Kitty (yes, the one hubby won’t let me bring
to town). Later in the afternoon however, we headed out
to feed our little farm friend, happy to see that the twins,
on hiatus from school due to the storm, had been there
with food already.

One of the twins (13) was busy sweeping the man-cave
steps in the shop that afternoon. “Bored?” I asked. “Sort
of,” he said, sweeping the dirt onto a coffee can lid. No-
bus days would be great if the outdoor weather wasn’t so
nasty but of course, if it was nice, the buses would have
been running. “What would you like to be doing?” I ask.
“Ski-dooing,” he responds. Love those single word an-
swers, complete with a grin from ear to ear.

A recent multi-day trip to Regina to help shuttle the
grands to hockey and ringette meant some extra time
with the grands we don’t see as often as our ‘Whitewood’
grands. Our first stop was, of course, the rink where we
bought our grandson (10) some fries and went to sit down
on the bleachers where his sister was already on the ice.
He put one fry in his mouth and as nonchalantly as could
be, asked, “So, Grandma, what do you think about Cana-
da being the 51st state?” Really, I ’tgought to myself, why
is a 10-year-old even remotely aware of what is happen-
ing in U.S. politics? Of course, this is the lad who at age
five and six years of age loved to talk about the roles of
mayors and premiers and how cool it would be to have a
job like that.

Our Regina grandson is not an aggressive type person
in any way, shape or form, in life or in hockey so when
he got a penalty the other day (first time ever), we all
wondered what on earth he did. Well the very short story
was this (from his dad): “Just finished. Big win. Hayden
levelled a kid and got a penalty.” Well, well, well ... who
would have guessed?!

Hayden, the kid who was born without a shy bone in
his body, talked to anyone and everyone right from the
get go, asked the most unusual and interesting questions
and could talk, talk, talk, no matter what also told me
about this group of friends of his who each have a role in
this “group.” One is the PR man who smooths the trou-
bled waters when there’s some friction; one researches
answers to questions they want answers to; one does this
and another does that and the last one, besides himself,
plays another role. “What do you do, Hayden?” I ask,
wondering if there will be any surprises here. “I do the
talking when something needs to be said to the group,” is
his answer. Yup, no surprises whatsoever.

Back home in Whitewood the other day, as we were
feeding our ‘lunch bunch,” the group of grands and
friends who join us most every noon hour, Grandpa asked
the twins if there were any new calves yet. “Don’t know,
haven’t been home for three hours,” was the response.
So them. And then they were on to other things — who is
dating who, who got in trouble at school and so on. I told
them some of this was maybe bordering on gossip which
we really should not be doing. Five sets of eyes kind of
looked at me as if to say, “Gossip? Huh?” Ironically, the
next thing out of one the twins’ mouth was, “We should
start a rumour!” This from my grandson of few words as
he relayed the rumour he thought he ought to start, not
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that he actually would.

One of my projects yesterday was to get my credit card
set up online so I can quickly check my transactions and
balances. This meant installing an app on my phone. Easy
enough, I thought. Once I inserted my email address, it
told me to enter the “token” that was sent to me on my
land line. Token? I wondered, but presumed it was a code,
however there was no way to get the code from my land
line so I phoned in to the toll-free number only to realize
I'was 67th in queue.

Eventually I was able to speak to a human who said she
would delete my land line number from the account and
put my cell number in so I would get a text. Which, as you
might have guessed, did nothing because no matter WIYlat
the app kept saying it had sent a token (what’s with that
word anyhow?) to my home number. Her solution? Wait
15 minutes because it takes a while for the new phone
number to register, then it would work. So of course, we
hung up.

Half an hour later, I tried again, but no matter what
I did, that home number kept appearing. Oh my word.
Did I mention I started this process at 1:05 that afternoon?
Eventually, I came to the conclusion that I simply needed
to delete the app and start over which I did. And ta-da,
the “token” would come to my cell phone. But after five,
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10, then 15 minutes, it still had not come through so my
second call to them saw me in 94th spot in queue and lit-
erally, no word of a lie, when the human answered some
30 minutes later, the code popped up on my phone and
1 said, “Sorry for calling, I got what I needed,” and we
hung up.

By this time, it was after 3:00 but at least I was into
the app and I hit “transactions” only to see, ‘there are no
transactions at this time.” Long story short, my third call
to the credit card company and only 78th in queue this
time around, netted me, eventually, this from the lovely
human on the other end (she truly was super nice): “You
won't see any transactions. If you want to see transac-
tions since your last statement, I could e-mail them to
you.” YES! Now why didn’t the first lady just say that
in the one o’clock conversation? “Yes, please do that,” I
said. “Sure, it will take two to three days, however,” she
continued, explaining that only my transactions on the
account would be emailed. “Oh, no, no, no,” I said, “my
husband and I have one account, one statement and it’s
his transactions (in other words, the farm’s transactions)
that I want to see.” Of course you know where this is go-
ing because, even though the account is joint, they would
not send that information to me without his consent. For-
tlilnately I found him in the garage and put him on the

one.

P By this time, I was exhausted! And it was 3:55! That
process took exactly 10 minutes short of three hours. And
as I finish up this column one day later, I still don’t have
the information I want and I only wanted to double check
some recent transactions because I am doing, believe it or
not for so early in the new year, my year-end farm finan-
cials, all while wondering if any of this is worth the effort.
Oh the joy of ‘taking care of business.” LOL

Here’s hoping your frustrations wash off your shoul-
ders without any lasting effect on your mental health. As
we prepare to start the augers back up today (warmer
weather coming we hear) and haul grain out of the bin,
we trust you all will take care out there on the farm or
from wherever you may be. Spring is kinda, sort a, just
around the corner so until next time, thanks for tuning in!
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After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name —

but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over

30 agribusiness locations in Western Canada, including flour and feed
mills, we have the best seed, inputs, marketing and agronomic support

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business Profitable & Healthy.
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ONE STOP SHOP FOR EQUIPMENT, PARTS AND SERVICE!
CALL TODAY!!

Redvers
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2025 Agrilnsurance program announced

w Continued from Page C8

MASC is further enhancing the Agrilnsurance program
by adding birdsfoot trefoil as an eligible crop for Forage
Establishment Insurance and expanding the boundaries
for grain corn area 1 and incorporating the grain corn in-
surance test area as grain corn area 5. The Wildlife Dam-
age Compensation program is also being enhanced by in-
creasing the maximum value used to calculate livestock
predation claims to $7,000 from $3,000 per animal.

The Agrilnsurance program is a risk management
tool for Manitoba farmers to protect against production
shortfalls and quality losses caused by natural perils. In
the case of extreme weather events that impact produc-
tion such as drought or excess moisture, the Agrilnsur-
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Contact us today for a quote on a GNSS con-
trolled automatic water management system for
your scraper or other dirt moving implements.
Multiple systems available for surface drainage
including Ditch Assist, Ditch Assist X, Trimble
WM-Drain, Trimble Field Level 2 and more!
Many brands of RTK base stations and receiv-
ers also available.
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ance program provides predictable coverage producers
can depend on when planning for the upcoming grow-
ing season, noted MacAulay. Manitoba has a high level
of Agrilnsurance participation with over 90 per cent of
annual crop acres and more than 7,400 farms enrolled in
the program.

Agrilnsurance is a federal-provincial-producer cost-
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shared program that helps producers manage production
and quality losses. Support for the program is provided
by the governments of Canada and Manitoba under the
Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership (Sustain-
able CAP).

For more information, contact MASC or find a service
centre at www.masc.mb.ca/masc.nsf/contact.html.
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Insights on what makes cows efficient,
allowing better decision-making on farms
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USask graduate student Nyah Hopkins works
alongside Asai-Coakwell on her research proj-

ects.

w Continued from Page C8

The next step is to identify genotypes that point to high-
er efficiencies through genetic analysis of material from
“both highly efficient and not very efficient cows,” says
Ms. Hopkins. “When we know which genomic regions
are associated with efficiency, we could design tools for
testing for these genetics.”

This genomic testing, Ms. Hopkins proposes, would al-
low “a faster and better selection process. The ultimate
goal is to provide farmers with a molecular tool for choos-
ing the animals they want for their herd.”

Partnerships testament to USask’s

contribution to agriculture

Dr. Asai-Coakwell’s project has garnered strong sup-
port from the Saskatchewan government’s Agriculture
Development Fund, the Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation and individual producers.

She sees this interest as a sign that her work addresses
aneed in the beef cattle industry for selective genotyping
methods, which are already used to identify favourable
traits in the dairy industry, for example. “There is a lot
of opportunity to implement genotyping tools in the beef
cattle industry,” Dr. Asai-Coakwell says. “This work is es-
sential for our producers.”

Beyond the specific interest in the genomic analysis
project, Baljit Singh, vice-president, research at USask,
sees collaborations and funding support as evidence that
the university is considered a trusted partner not only in
agriculture research but all areas of impact.

“We encourage our scholars and graduate students in
each of our facilities to think of how the knowledge or
technologies they create can help our partners, whether
that’s from government, industry or community organi-
zations,” he says.

What makes work related to food systems especially
meaningful is to see research findings being translated
into better outcomes for food producers — as well as Sas-
katchewan’s success as “an agricultural powerhouse,”
says Dr. Singh, adding that countless examples attest to
the university having played a key role in enabling strong
outcomes.

“Just consider that one of the most successful animal
vaccines ever developed have come out of the University
of Saskatchewan,” he says. “This has helped save millions
food animals around to globe to enhance food security
and save millions of dollars for farmers.”

The Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization
(VIDO) at USask has conducted infectious disease re-
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YOUR COPY
PAPER!

Cases of 5000 Sheets
Packages of 500 Sheets

306-435-2445
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search and vaccine development for almost half a centu-
ry. Eight of its vaccines have been sold commercially, six
have been described as world firsts. From 2013 to 2022,
VIDO's operations and construction projects contributed
more than $511-million to the economy and created or
supported an estimated 2,375 full-time equivalent jobs.

On the crop development side, USask has an equally
impressive track record, notes Dr. Sin; h. “Our researchers
with the Crop Development Centre [CDC] are providing
cutting-edge advantages to growers in Saskatchewan and
around the world.”

Since 1971, more than 500 varieties across over 40 kinds
of crops have been developed and released from the CDC.
Added up, this translates into a contribution of $17.8-bil-
lion in gross farm outputs from 1991 to 2022.

Strengthening the research
and innovation ecosystem

While these impact numbers are impressive, nurturing
a fruitful research and innovation ecosystem requires on-
going efforts, Dr. Singh emphasizes. “We have to be re-
sponsive not only to our partners but also to our scholars
and students so they can collaborate and have access to
research infrastructure that allows for ground-breaking
discoveries.”

Dr. Asai-Coakwell values the support. “This university
provides us with a lot of tools as well with excellent stu-
dents who contribute to this type of research,” she says.

“It is very exciting.”

Genomic analysis — looking for clues as to which genes
are involved in making herds healthier and more produc-
tive to inform selection and breeding decisions — relies on
“a strong animal science department with many research-
ers who examine different facets of animal science,” says
Dr. Asai-Coakwell.

Another asset is the Livestock and Forage Centre of Ex-
cellence, which brings together “all aspects of raising beef
cattle, with a cow-calf operation, a feedlot and a special-
ized metabolism barn,” she notes. “This is really advanta-
geous not just us but for all researchers in this field, both
on the plant and forage side and the animal side.”

Dr. Asai-Coakwell and Ms. Hopkins see providing
tools for the farming community as a key imperative.
They know that farmers need allies in their quest to feed
a growing population while payini attention to the envi-
ronmental footprint associated with their operation.

“When we can identify what makes a cow efficient —
and give farmers tools to select for more efficient herds,”
says Dr. Asai-Coakwell, “this brings benefits at all levels
of the farming process.”

Dr. Singh adds, “We work to ensure that not only our
doors are always open but we also go to our partners who
have a challenge or an opportunity we can help to ad-
dress, because we understand that we are here to serve the
people of Saskatchewan, Canada and the world through
generating and mobilizing knowledge.”

Mailed to 10,000 households, farm and business boxes every month
in Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba

Sintaluta
St
ex)

=
sy Thaa Hattla
Baring.

condn]

e

Upcoming
Issues

Deadline: February 20, 2025
Deadline: March 27, 2025

Deadline: April 24, 2025

Reaching 25 communities
including larger communities
such as Moosomin, Virden,
Esterhazy, Langenburg,

-, .
A ¥ -

G NE

Carlyle, Redvers, Carnduff,
Oxbow, Rocanville,
Whitewood, Broadview,
Grenfell, Kipling,
Wawota, Elkhorn,
Melita and Reston

2

306-435-2445

world_spectator@sasktel.net
www.world-spectator.com/ag-news




Monday, January 27, 2025 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. c 1 5

Top economic charts to |USEDSEED HAWK AIR SEEDERS

2011 56ft 1870 John Deer Tool Bar/1910 JD cart & liquid kit $80,000

- - 2014 66ft Seed Hawk Tool Bar w/seed & fertizler distribution/tool bar only
m o n I o r I n equipped for tow behind Bourgailt cart.............ccovererneirniirncinne $150,000
2016 80ft Seed Hawk Tool Bar and 800 TB Seed Hawk cart/duals
w Continued from page C10 soared to a decade high (Figure 8). So, it's not surprising | cor ional control $345,000

Several sectors are highly reliant on exports and are that sales of farm equipment have been weak.
therefore vulnerable to increased trade protectionism.

2018 60ft Seed Hawk Tool Bar/660 Tow between Seed Hawk cart duals/

i i i - . . . . conveyor/sectional control $380,000
The United States is the largest single {narket for export Figure 8: Farm equipment still expensive rela-
ed food from Canada, accounting for 30% of food process- . 2018 80ft Seed Hawk Tool Bar & 800 TB, Seed Hawk cart duals- converters,
ing and 10% of beverage processing sales. Its economic tive to revenue sectional control $460,000

size, proximity, and cultural similarities make it hard to
overlook as an ideal destination for Canadian business- 2021 80ft Seed Hawk Tool Bar & 800 seed cart TB carts duals/

es. However, low diversification puts the sector at risk. Eculpmant corts 1 & share of Meve s 0 sectional control $560,000
Tariffs proposed by incoming President Trump, would ~ *

increase the prices of Canadian products compared to ~

U.S. and put financial pressure on sectors highly reliant s :

on exports to the U.S. The sugar and confectionery sector ~ , AE. CH |C0|NE Farm qu‘”pment Ltd‘

is particularly vulnerable given that more than 80% ofits | \ Storthoaks SK.306-449-2255

sales are generated from exports to the U.S. (Figure 7). ! [

For those businesses selling primarily to the domestic 15 —— 1995 Case Corporation -
market, there is still reason to be aware of potential trade 1 / C;“(e ‘H‘C” reg\sttered trademark GASE I
wars impacting imported ingredients and the depreciat- 4 e — —
ing Canadian dollar. o

2004 2015 2006 2017 008 2019 2020 2021 2022 2003 2024 2025
Figure 7: Reliance on United States export

. Source: FCC Economics
market varies across sub-sector

New farm equipment unit sales are projected to remain
soft through 2025 as farmers feel the pressure of lower
g v ssm commodity prices, high equipment prices, and tighter
profitability. However, the decline in sales is expected
to be less severe than in 2024, and sales of 4WD tractors
should stay above the five-year average. This trend is not
justin Canada; U.S. farmers are facing the same issue. Be-

W of s, Gxports 10 The US % of salls, xports 10 e countries % of sakes, domestic

Gre
Seatood product preparation and paduging - I —
L, wesabhe preserving and speciany tood

Bakeries and tortila cause of weak demand, U.S. farm equipment manufactur- !
ot Fo00 = ers have cut production. - . A =
Catr foad This weak demand has also affected the used equip-
oy B ment market, leading to higher inventories. Last year,
U - some dealers sold excess inventory at auctions for low- LOGO DESIG N
covenan er prices. We expect this trend to continue in 2025, with WE'RE HERE TO HELP!
more used equipment being sold at auctions. However,
f new equipment prices might not come down all that )
o w m % @ = @ m = w1 muchbecause they are mostly setin U.S. dollars and with ""'i°°@5°"“l"d' SK 306-435-244
Note: 2024 YTD January - October the forecast of weak loonie through the year this would GoeCvorcsnoctatorem

pressure prices higher. Furthermore, if tariffs are added,
prices of new equipment

.. . would increase further.

Rising costs will Overall, we expect over-

cap farm equipment sales all equipment costs to bet-
Over the last two years new equipment costs per acre ~ter align with farm reve-
have risen faster than farm revenue per acre, so much so nue than over the past two
that equipment costs as a share of farm revenues have years. spRING 2025 7
L F

Sources: Statistics Canada and FCC calculations

s A
AGI WESTEEL BINS ARE PROFESSIONALLY ENGINEERED ' FILLUP EA

T0 PROVIDE OPTIMUM INTEGRITY FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. ] PREPARED FUR SEEDING| §
+ 33"-52" wide fill cap with + 4" wide corrugation with =

remote opener g115 galvanized steel = Once again, Borderland Co-op will be offering
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AGI WESTEEL FLAT BOTTOM BINS THE END OF JUNE 2025!
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232101W 3609 STIFF FLAT BTM 31,030 421" BULK OIL & PROPANE NEEDS CONTACT:
23212W 4209 STIFF FLAT BTM 42,820 44'8" 306-435-4004 - 306-696-3038

232141W 4809 STIFF FLAT BTM 56,700 46'4"

CALL TODAY FOR PRICING: BORDERLAND
BUD HOLLOWAY: 306-434-6101 | ARRT KOHLER: 306-696-3038

' See Ag News online any time at
BURDERLAND www.worId-s‘p’)vectat;r.comy/alg-news/




c 1 6 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, January 27, 2025

MACKY) UPCOMING

o TIMED ONLINE
e LAND AUCTIONS

INTERNET AUCTl@;NS

OPEN TIMED
HOUSE ONLINE

MICHAEL LAND
& KIM

AUCTION _:M

Opens Harch 1, 2025 @8:00 am

FOR LES & JANET BLACKSTOCK

WEINRAUCH
SALE OPENS: SATURDAY,

FEBRUARY 1, 2025 @ 8:00 AM SALE OPENS: SATURDAY,

SALE CLOSES: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2025 @ 8:00 AM
FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM SALE CLOSES: WEDNESDAY,
Lampman, SK MARCH 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM.

-Quarter Sections of Fertile Farmland in the RM of Brock #64 H
IgMQof Brrovfnin'g #34 inFclu'din; the beauﬁle hoRme tuarter fvévnegé Whitewood, SK.
o by the Weinrauch family! 4-Fertile Quarter Sections of Land With Soil Classes of G & H. ]
|7 . SALE CONTACT: 306-487-7815 Congratulations to the Blackstock Family on their Retirement! 1'-‘-'

SALE CONTACT: 306-735-7203

TIMED TIMED Timed orime Land Auction
ONLINE ONLINE
ACREAGE LAND
AUCTION AUCTION
FOR CHRIS & ABBY LEEDS||FOR CHRIS & ABBY LEEDS
SALE OPENS: THURSDAY, SALE OPENS: THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 27, 2025 @ 8:00 AM FEBRUARY 27, 2025 @ 8:00 AM
SALE CLOSES: MONDAY SALE CLOSES: MONDAY
FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM. FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM.
#5El  MOOSOMIN, SK. | RM OF MARTIN #122 MOOSOMIN, SK. | RMOF MARTIN #122 & ‘-"‘“
: SALE CONTACT: CHRIS (306-435-7783) SALE CONTACT: CHRIS (306-435-7783) ” e

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID

visit www.mackauctioncompany.com

or phone 306-421-2097

MAC KZW@/ Follow Us on Facebook n

INTERNET AUCTI@;NS

PL. 311962





