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We have the best 
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

Reserve your seed now 
to make planting a breeze!
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BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A year in review with Saskatchewan’s new Minister of 
Agriculture needs to begin with a look at what 2024 was 
like in agriculture.

“We had an average to slightly above that average crop, 
so that was good,” Cannington MLA and Minister of Ag-
riculture Daryl Harrison reported, adding that cattle win-
ter feed stocks and water supplies are good. “It’s been a 
pretty decent year in the Cannington area. It’s better than 
some areas, so I think everybody’s very thankful for what 
they received, for precipitation, and their crops.

“Of course, like most producers—myself included—I 
always want a few more bales off that quarter and a few 
more cents for the calves when I send them to market,” 
he continued, with a laugh. “But overall, I’m very pleased 
about the prices I received here this fall—better than it 
has been the past years, and with all these winter precip-
itation events coming through it shows us that the pat-
terns are there. We’ll look forward to a good rainfall in the 

spring and get our crops off to a good start in 2025.”
In late August, Harrison had the opportunity to tour 

Premier Scott Moe around Cannington, making for a busy 
day.

in the town of Stoughton, E. Bourassa  in Carlyle—they’re 
celebrating 100 years in business, which is a huge mile-
stone,” Harrision said.

Alameda, where Harrison later had the chance to attend 
the business’ grand opening.

“It’s just a great facility, and a huge congratulations to 
them and all the work they put into getting that built,” 
he said.

“In Oxbow, we had a quick lunch with the local munic-
ipal and town councils there, and then we shot up to Red-
vers to the new Kubota building,” Harrison explained. 

but they constructed a new building so it’s a top shelf fa-
cility.”

“We stopped in Wawota and ended up meeting with 

then did the same at Kipling to round out the day,” he 
continued. “So it was great day. It’s great to get the pre-
mier down in the southeast and show him what we’re all 
about!”

forward to in his riding.
“In Cannington, there’s a few more drilling rig derricks 

sticking up, so the oil and gas industry is looking pretty 
strong,” he said.

“From what I’m told from workers and contractors, 
they’re really looking forward—and I can’t emphasize 
that enough in light of yesterday’s events in Ottawa—
really looking forward to a new government in Ottawa. 

aren’t coming into the oil and gas industry because of the 

Minister Steven Guilbeault and of course, supported by 
the NDP.”

Year in Review
Ag Minister Daryl Harrison says

Premier’s visit a highlight in Cannington

Saskatchewan Ag-
riculture Minister and 
Cannington MLA Da-
ryl Harrison at Red-
vers Ag in August with 
Premier Scott Moe, 
and the Dangstorp 
family, the owners of 
the new Redvers Ag 
Kubota dealership in 
Redvers.
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 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

WE GOT
YOU THIS
WINTER 
SEASON

We’re here to help!
Block Heaters

Wipers
Antifreeze
Arctic Oil

WE NOW OFFER CUSTOM

Seed Cleaning

CURRENT VARIETIES OF SEED

- State of the art cleaning
  facility 
- Color sorter 
- High capacity 

Lee - 306 434 7436 

Max - 306 434 7446 

CONTACT

INFO:

WHEAT 
Wheatland, 

Starbuck,

Brandon

OATS
Douglas

PEAS
Carver,

Beyond, 

Hickie

cornerstoneseed.ca

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The United Arab Emirates continues to be a hot market 
for Saskatchewan lentils, according to numbers released 
regarding grain exports to that market. From January 
to October of 2024, the province exported $322 million 
worth of agri-food products to the UAE, marking a 19 per 
cent increase over the year previous. 

“Any time we get the opportunity to grow a market, the 
better off it is for our producers here in the province, be-
cause we rely heavily on exports and having an increase 
like that is just invaluable,” said provincial Agriculture 
Minister Daryl Harrison. “We have to not only appreciate 
that, but we have to work on maintaining and growing 
that. The long and the short of it is, we produce the food 
the world needs. It’s a growing population, and we’re 
here to feed them.”

More than half of those exports to the UAE were lentils, 
which saw a 31 per cent increase over the same time as 
2023. Over that 10-month span this year, the province ex-
ported $174 million in lentils alone, making them the top 
agri-food export to the UAE this year. Other top exports 
included canola ($56 million) and non-durum wheat ($33 
million).

“I think producers are going to examine their crop ro-
tations, and there’s lots of variables,” Harrison said when 
asked if the jump in the pulse crop might have growers 
considering a change in what they seed come spring. 
“It’s no different this coming growing season than oth-
ers, they’ll factor in the cost of each crop, the potential 
market and all that. From a provincial government stand-

off hugely. We have to not only sustain the markets we 

as well.”
One target in the province’s 2030 Growth Plan was to 

hit $20 million in agri-food exports, which has been sur-
passed. Last year not only marked the fourth year in a 
row where Saskatchewan hit record agri-food exports, 
but total shipments came to $20.2 billion.

“It’s quality and quantity of crop, and reliability,” Har-
rison said. “We have to make sure we can get our product 
to our buyers when they need it.”

Producers a few decades ago likely wouldn’t even have 
consider such a market, let alone imagine such export 
numbers.

“You think back 50 years ago and it was a completely 
different world,” Harrison said. “We were the bread bas-
ket and that’s kind of what we grew. We grew wheat and 

we grew feed for livestock. The transformation when you 
look back on it, it’s hard to believe, but it’s growing by 
leaps and bounds. I can’t be more proud of our producers 
here in the province.”

Another local voice couldn’t agree more.
“Saskatchewan’s network of International Trade and 

tial for Saskatchewan producers to expand access into 
new global markets,” Trade and Export Development 
Minister Warren Kaeding said. “It is more important than 

ever to diversify and grow our export markets. Our prov-
ince’s producers provide the food and energy security the 
world needs. I look forward to continuing to build on our 
relationship with the UAE and further increase bilateral 
trade, bringing new investment and creating more jobs 
for Saskatchewan people.”

Combined exports for 2022 and 2023 totalled $102 
billion, up over 52 per cent from the previous two-year 
timeframe, and the top export numbers in the history of 
Saskatchewan.

Sask lentils a hot item in United Arab Emirates

Minister of Agriculture Daryl Harrison
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Looking for a Looking for a 

RELIABLE RELIABLE 
VEHICLE?VEHICLE?

Auto Loan rate as low as ������
*Some conditions apply, visit sunrisecu.mb.ca for details.

Oh what a wonderful season it is to soak in the story 

kindness to all those around us as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus.

I will be honest and tell you I tackled butter tarts and 

in our Ontario years look fantastic on the bare poplar 

he was.

too. One of the boys took a bite and when I asked how 

ble to walk outside today. 



University of Saskatchewan (USask) 
researcher Dr. Steve Shirtliffe (PhD) has 
received $2.47 million to develop a weed 
management program for pulses.

On December 11, Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG) announced funding for 

focused on pulse crops, a total investment 
of more than $3.67 million.

“Growers have consistently identi-

facing pulse production. SPG’s funding 
keeps weed control at the forefront of re-

search investments and aims to provide 
growers with more options,” said Winston 
van Staveren, SPG Chair. 

a collaborative kochia management pro-
gram in pulses” received $2,470,285 of the 
announced funding.

“As growers and agronomists know 

producers in Saskatchewan, particularly 
in their impact on growing pulse crops,” 
said Shirtliffe, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Plant Science in the College of 

Agriculture and Bioresources at USask. 
“Because of rapid evolution of herbicide 
resistance, there are few weed control op-
tions. We will be looking at using herbi-
cides in novel ways and combining them 
with non-chemical control methods to 
control this weed.”

Kochia is a tumbleweed that is both salt 

most of the cropped area of Saskatchewan. 
Working collaboratively with other re-
searchers, Shirtliffe will build off previous 
research to test and develop weed control 
systems that utilize both cultural methods 
such as weed seed management through 
mowing and chemical methods like herbi-

cide layering to better deal with the weed.

ful outcomes for Saskatchewan producers 
by producing knowledge, information, 
and recommendations on practical and 
durable methods for controlling kochia in 
pulse crops,” Shirtliffe said. 

The overall program will run for six 

to 2029, building on the work of previous 
SPG-funded weed programs, including 
Weed Science and Herbicide Technology 
for Pulse Crops (2011–2016) and Enhanc-
ing Weed Science in Pulse Crops: Towards 
a robust strategy for long-term weed man-
agement (2016–2022).
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EXCELLENT SELECTION OF TRACTORS, SKID STEERS, 
MOWERS, RTV’S, A GREAT SELECTION OF                

AG IMPLEMENTS/ATTACHMENTS AND SO MUCH MORE!  
ONE STOP SHOP FOR EQUIPMENT, PARTS AND SERVICE!  

CALL TODAY!!  

USask weed control research receives
funding from Saskatchewan Pulse Growers

USask researcher Dr. Steve Shirtliffe (PhD) is a professor in the De-
partment of Plant Science in the College of Agriculture and Bioresourc-
es.

Matt Braden Photo
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF 
Emerald Park & Indian Head 

3 GREAT PLAINS INDUSTRIAL DR. 
EMERALD PARK, SK 

www.mandoconstruction.ca

EST. 1979 WITH THE SAME OWNERS AT YOUR SIDE.

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREA MOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BASEMENT PACKAGE QUOTE!

#AGDAYS25

REDFERN FARM SERVICES REDFERN FARM SERVICES 
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE & CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE 

PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINSWESTEEL GRAIN BINS

FROM FROM 
HOPPER HOPPER 

BINSBINS

TO LARGE TO LARGE 
FLAT FLAT 

BOTTOM BOTTOM 
BINSBINS

Contact any of our locations today!Contact any of our locations today!
204.748.1122  |  redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113

USask researchers
shining a light
on soil fertility
BY JOANNE PAULSON

As the University of Saskatchewan (US-
ask) joins the United Nations in observing 
World Soil Day on Dec. 5, College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources researchers are 
investigating the use of spectroscopy for 
soil testing.

Do you remember the device used by 
Dr. “Bones” McCoy on Star Trek? He’d 
point his tricorder at a patient and diag-
nose the medical problem within seconds.

That future may not be here yet, but if 
Dr. Derek Peak (PhD) and Gbenga Ad-
ejumo have their way, something similar 
will be coming soon for diagnosing soil 
fertility.

Peak, a professor of soil science in the 
College of Agriculture and Bioresources at 
the University of Saskatchewan (USask), 
and Adejumo, a PhD candidate, are ex-
ploring the use of spectroscopy in testing 
soil for properties such as organic carbon, 
nitrogen, moisture, and texture.

Spectroscopy peers closely at the chemi-
cal forms of things in natural systems.

“The real power of spectroscopy is that 
you can just directly shine a light on a 
(soil) sample and understand what’s go-
ing on in it,” Peak said. “Our current re-
search is, how do we leverage what we 
know about spectroscopy to try to make 

ments of soil fertility.”
Four years into the project, the two re-

searchers are presently using the intense 
form of light at the Canadian Light Source 
(CLS) to view soil samples collected from 
agricultural lands across Saskatchewan.

“Synchrotrons are really powerful at 
giving you an advance idea of what’s hap-
pening in the system, but they’re not 100 
per cent compatible with landscape scale, 
or regional scale, or global scale problems 
you might face as a soil scientist.”

And so, they are seeking a portable, 
on-the-ground solution. The idea is that 

their knowledge could be translated into 
a small, hand-held, farm-friendly device 
that might also alleviate the burden of 
sending away soil samples, which can be 
cumbersome, expensive and time-con-
suming.

“What everybody wants is, you just take 
the little gun, press it, it will tell you ev-
erything about the soil and what to do,” 
Peak said.

It could also work for big ag equipment 
manufacturers, who could put sensors on 
seeders, for example, “and whatever spot 

trum and make cropping decision in the 

As with the development of most tech-

challenges along the way.
For example, “what might work in 

some parts of the world or some climates 
or some kinds of soil or cropping systems 
just doesn’t work as well here,” Peak not-
ed. “Some of those challenges and how to 
alleviate some of the problems to scale that 
up is what Gbenga’s doctoral thesis is all 
about.”

Starting from scratch
The roots of the project grew from two 

others performed in the Benin Republic 
and Nigeria in 2011-12 and 2018. There, 
soil fertility maps were generated for veg-

junction with the International Develop-
ment Research Centre, a federal Crown.

chemistry and having better nutrient data 
could improve the livelihoods of people,” 
Peak said. “There are no soil testing labs.

“If it turns out that analysis of a soil 
sample is going to cost $100, and you have 
to ship it to Canada, that’s just not going to 
happen (in Africa).”

Continued on page C11
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Congratulations to our Grand Prize Winner of 
$15,000 to spend at participating 

local businesses

Keysha Horn
 is the grand prize winner in the

Christmas Giveaway! 

Keysha has won $15,000 to spend locally
at participating businesses! 

Congratulations, Keysha!

CHRISTTTTMAAAASSS GGGGGIIIVVVVVEEAAAAWWWAAAAYY 2024
Shop

2024

LOCAL
andWIN!

Nathan Comeau
Prize: 30 days of membership and four 
personal training sessions valued at $350
FROM: ANYTIME FITNESS

Elaine Hamelin 
Prize: Travel Mug
FROM: BALFOUR DRUGS & TIM HORTONS

Wendy Holinaty 
Prize: $60 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: BARGAIN SHOP ESTERHAZY

Michelle Awingan 
Prize: $50 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: BERRY GOOD FARMS

Jeannie Skulmoski 
Prize: Air Fryer
FROM: BORDERLAND CO-OP

Alexa Banga 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: BOSTON PIZZA VIRDEN

Troy Lewis 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: BRADLEY'S GM

Keith Neumier 
Prize: Milwaukee 2475-21XC M12 Compact 
Infl ator Kit
FROM: BUMBER TO BUMPER

Ken McPherson 
Prize: Celebration Ford Swag Bag
FROM: CELEBRATION FORD        

Karen Haggarty 
Prize: $150 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: CORK & BONE BISTRO

Darcy Jamieson,
Darla Knutson 
Prize: $50 Gift Cards
FROM: DENRAY TIRE

Angie Lewis 
Prize: Wine Basket
FROM: DOWNTOWN LIQUOR STORE

Elaine Zalischuk 
Prize: Gift Basket with 
$50 Gift Card
FROM: ERIN'S IDA PHARMACY

Craig Poirier 
Prize: Milwaukee Heated Jacket
FROM: ERP PRO HARDWARE

Les Howie 
Prize: A toolbox, Chilly Moose mug, 
lantern and fl ashlight
FROM: ESTERHAZY HOME HARDWARE

Tom Paterson 
Prize: $500 Rental Gift Certifi cate
FROM: FLAMAN SALES

Sherrill Berry 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: FLOWER ATTIC & GIFTS

Jean Marc Lemoine 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: FOUILLARD CARPETS

Marc Selby 
Prize: $200 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: FOUILLARD DISCOUNT

Deanie Goulden 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: GLASSER'S TV

Faith Campbell 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: IDA MOOSOMIN

Bev Shauf 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: IMZ SERVICE GARAGE

Sydni Wilson 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: IRON PRAIRIE STRENGTH LAB

Linda Fisk, Colleen Cousins 
Prize: Two $120 Gift Certifi cates
FROM: JMC CLEANING

Quinten Sproat 
Prize: Purse
FROM: KARI'S KLOSET

Jenn Mannle 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: KARI'S PHARMACY

Alice Polk 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: KULLBERGS FURNITURE

Nancy Elton 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: LEE'S CARPET

Kate Thompson 
Prize: Heated jacket
FROM: MAZERGROUP

Gail de Winter 
Prize: Complete Vehicle Detail
FROM: MCMILLAN MOTORS

Deb Wilson 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: MOOSE MOUNTAIN LEISURE

Roel Dulnuan 
Prize: $150 in-store credit
FROM: MOOSOMIN DODGE

Ishanpreet Kaur 
Prize: $100 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: MOOSOMIN SHELL / LITTLE CAESARS

Barb Cuthill 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: MOOSOMIN SPORTS EXCELLENCE

Terri Carter 
Prize: Gift Basket with $50 Gift Card
FROM: PHARMASAVE ESTERHAZY

Carol Lyons 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: PHARMASAVE KIPLING

Sharon Shaw 
Prize: $200 Gift Card
FROM: PHARMASAVE MOOSOMIN

Laureen Paradis 
Prize: $50 in-store credit
FROM: PHARMASAVE REDVERS

Jacqui Shopland 
Prize: STS Ranch Wear Jacket
FROM: RANCH 'N RUFF

Judy Scott 
Prize: $60 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: RED APPLE CARLYLE

Wendy Lynd 
Prize: $60 Gift Card
FROM: RED APPLE MOOSOMIN

Bonnie Reid 
Prize: $60 Gift Card
FROM: RED APPLE VIRDEN

Gavin Chambelin 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: RED BARN RESTAURANT & DANO'S LOUNGE

Brian Porier 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: REDVERS AG & SUPPLY

Cheryl Reavie 
Prize: Gift Basket
FROM: ROCANVILLE PHARMACY

Dennis Fisk 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: RPM SERVICE

Coralie Rozak 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: SAMANTHA'S BOUTIQUE

David Muzylouski 
Prize: Gift Basket
FROM: SAPARA'S DRUG MART

Linda Doll 
Prize: $100 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: SEW CREATIVE

Robbie Milliken 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: T'S DINING & LOUNGE

Joan Marie Frape 
Prize: $50 Gift Card
FROM: TJ'S PIZZA

John Proznick 
Prize: 5-year Subscription
FROM: THE WORLD-SPECTATOR

Shelley Bigeagle 
Prize: $400 Gift Certifi cate
FROM: TODAY'S ENTERPRISES

Rick Jordan 
Prize: $50 Gift Card
FROM: TRISTAR FOODS / SUBWAY

Matt Wahoski 
Prize: Arctic Cat Winter Coat
FROM: UNIVERSE SATELLITE

Ken Clarke 
Prize: Greenworks Brushless Snow 
Thrower 80V 20-in
FROM: VALLEYVIEW CO-OP FARM & RANCH CENTRE

Howard Hole 
Prize: $50 Gift Card & Swag Bag
FROM: VIRDEN AG & PARTS

Brittany Pappel 
Prize: $100 Gift Card
FROM: VIRDEN MAINLINE MOTORS

Congrats to All The 
Winners!
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306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

Tree Removal
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Yard Cleanup

Hedge Trimming

306-608-TREE  
(306-608-8733)

DK Tree Removal  
&  Maintenance

20     19Celebrating our  Celebrating our  
AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY  AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY  

and all those involved who and all those involved who 
keep the equipment operating, keep the equipment operating, 

the land productive,  the land productive,  
and our country fed!and our country fed!

The Governments of 
Canada and Saskatchewan 
are pleased to announce 
that applications are now 
being accepted for the 
2025 Agriculture Student 
Scholarship. There are four 
awards available: a grand 
prize scholarship valued 
at $6,000 and three runner 
up scholarships at $3,000 
each.

“Having spent most of 
my life in agriculture, I 
know there are so many 
different opportunities in 
the sector,” Federal Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Agri-
Food Lawrence MacAulay 
said. “I’m so pleased that 
our government is partner-
ing with the Government 
of Saskatchewan to deliv-
er the Agriculture Student 
Scholarship again this year 
and help even more young 
people develop the skills 
and knowledge they’ll 
need to grow their pas-
sion for agriculture and set 
themselves up for success 
in the future.”

“Each year, Saskatche-
wan students make our 
province proud,” Saskatch-
ewan Agriculture Minister 
Daryl Harrison said. “The 
Agriculture Student Schol-
arship is an excellent way 
to recognize young talent 
and to encourage students 
to pursue a career in agri-
culture.”

This year’s theme is 
solutions to challenges in 
agriculture. Scholarship 
applicants are encour-
aged to explore innovative 
farming practices, new 
technologies and creative 
ways industry can com-
municate with the public. 

The scholarship encourag-
es applicants to share their 
personal perspectives on 
the future of agriculture in 
Saskatchewan.

Winner of 2024 Ag Stu-
dent Scholarship standing 
near cattle

“Agriculture is a great 
industry to want to be-
come involved in,” 2024 
Agriculture Student Schol-
arship grand prize winner 

Marleigh Mann said. “It’s 
a pretty cool scholarship to 
apply for.” 

Students are invit-
ed to submit a creative 
three-minute video or 
1,000-word essay discuss-
ing solutions to challeng-
es in agriculture. Scholar-
ships will be awarded to 
Saskatchewan students in 
Grade 12 and/or recent 
high school/GED grad-

uates entering agricul-
ture-related post-second-
ary studies in fall 2025. 

The deadline for appli-
cations is March 1, 2025. 
For more information on 
the Agriculture Student 
Scholarship Program, 
visit: saskatchewan.ca/
ag-scholarship.

This award is funded 
through the Sustainable 
Canadian Agricultural 

$3.5 billion investment by 
Canada’s federal, provin-
cial and territorial gov-
ernments that supports 
Canada’s agri-food and 
agri-products sectors. This 
includes $1 billion in feder-

al programs and activities 
and a $2.5 billion commit-
ment cost-shared 60 per 
cent federally and 40 per 
cent provincially/territori-
ally for programs designed 
and delivered by provinc-
es and territories.

Applications now open for the
2025 Agriculture Student Scholarship

The Water Security Agency (WSA) is releasing this 
year’s Conditions at Freeze-up Report. This report sum-
marizes conditions during the late fall/early winter pe-
riod. Current conditions, in combination with the winter 
snowpack, become the initial conditions for the spring 
snowmelt runoff. This report gives an early indication of 
areas that are more vulnerable to potentially above or be-
low normal runoff during the spring period. It is impor-
tant to note that this report is not a spring runoff report. 
Conditions can change quickly with timely spring rains 

“Even though conditions are somewhat drier than nor-
mal, this year is still an improvement from last year when 

moderate to extreme drought conditions were being ob-
served across the province in October 2023,” Minister Re-
sponsible for the Water Security Agency Daryl Harrison 
said.

Despite the general low snowmelt runoff in spring 2024, 
May and June rains resulted in most large water supply 
reservoirs being near or at normal levels throughout the 
year and they remain this way moving into the winter. 

With the dry two months leading up to freeze-up, most 
of central, northern and southeastern Saskatchewan went 
into freeze-up with drier than normal soil moisture con-
ditions. Two snowstorms occurred mid-November that 
brought 10 to 80 cm of snow to Saskatchewan, with east 

central regions receiving the most snow.
This snowfall could result in two outcomes: 
• Insulating the soil and reducing frost penetration, 

runoff.
• Creating frozen topsoil due to partial melting and re-

At this time, there are no areas where WSA believes that 
there is a heightened risk of above normal spring runoff 
in 2024.

WSA will continue to monitor conditions throughout 
the 2024-25 winter. Beginning in early February, Spring 
Runoff Outlooks will be released on www.wsask.ca.

Province releases conditions
at freeze-up report

Still below normal, but conditions improved over last year



BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

An ag-tech incubator that has helped 47 Saskatche-
wan companies reach their entrepreneurial dreams is 
looking for the next big ideas, recruiting for the fourth 
edition of Cultivator powered by Conexus’ Agtech Ac-
celerator.

“Everyone has this shared vision and shared goals of 
improving agriculture—it could be for reasons of sus-
tainability or economic vitality—the actual ‘why’ is dif-
ferent, but there’s a shared desire to help grow this ag-
tech space, and just so many people that come together 
collectively to drive this forward,” explained Director 
of Cultivator, Laura Mock. “Cultivator just happens to 
be the group where we’re delivering the program, and 
being the hub to pull everyone together.”

Launching an agtech company is challenging and 
complex, and the Agtech Accelerator is intended to help 
founders though linking farmers, industry leaders, and 
investors.

“By bringing these groups together, we create a 

built to meet real-world needs on the farm, and startups 
are connected with the expertise and funding they need 
to grow,” Mock said.

Applications for the current round are being accepted 
until Jan. 3, with a focus toward crop-based ventures in 
Cohort 4.

“If you’re looking at the past cohorts, I think it started 
a little bit broader,” Mock said. “You would see com-
panies where some were earlier stage, some were later 
stage, some had to focus on crops and grains, you’d see 
sort of a sprinkling of livestock in there. But what we 
found is that by keeping a fairly close knit cohort that 
has some similarities, there is a lot of value because we 
do a lot of founder to founder mentorship.”

Not only do the mentors understand the perspective 
new companies are coming from, but can add value to 

“When we say an ‘ag-tech company,’ what we’re look-
ing at is any company that uses technology in agricul-
ture or horticulture with the aim of improving yield, 

technology can be products, services or applications 
used in agriculture that will improve various inputs or 
outputs to the process. So it’s pretty wide open, and it 
could be brand new technology used in agriculture, it 
could be existing technology with new applications in 
agriculture.”

One example Mock noted was the use of drones in 
agricultural settings.

“How drones are collecting data and how we’re using 
that data to inform decision making, whether it be how 
to spray, targeted weed management practices, things 
like that,” she said.

The numbers through the past three intakes have 
been impressive, with the Agtech Accelerator program 
raising $119.2 million in private capital, generating $72.1 
million in revenue, receiving $44.4 million in public 
funding, and creating 193 new jobs in Saskatchewan.

“The jobs that are created, the way we partner with 

Mock said, pointing out that this program is also one 
way to retain the intelligence and creativity of home-
grown talent.

“For the longest time, everyone left Saskatchewan—I 
left Saskatchewan for about 10 years and came back—
but we’re supporting people to keep jobs in our prov-
ince. I want my kids to stay and work in Saskatchewan. 
I don’t want them to feel like they have to leave to have 
the job of their dreams. I want them to know if the job 
doesn’t exist, they can create it.”

Finale moves north
Since inception, Cultivator’s Agtech Accelerator has 

This is where agtech startups get to pitch their idea as 
the last week of Cohort 4 wraps in July. However, with 
the Farm Show’s change of date to March starting in 

north of Saskatoon at the Discovery Farm Langham.
“There were multiple factors at play,” Mock said of 

was the timeline of the show moving. We plan our co-

hort and the work that we do around the seasonality of 
farming, because engaging producers and industry in 
the program is critical, so we need to make sure that the 
program actually runs in a time when those stakehold-
ers can be involved. We do want a show to anchor it to 

and Canada’s Farm Show, 

wouldn’t have worked for 
us.”

Another considera-
tion was simply a case of 
spreading things around a 
bit to avoid being seen as 
centred to one particular 
area.

“The second piece is, I 
think we are so proud of 
the fact that our Agtech 
Accelerator was born in 

na-based program, simply 
because Saskatchewan is 
agriculture; Canada is ag-
riculture,” Mock said. “So 
one of the ways that we 
could provide more ac-
cess, more exposure was 
diversifying where we 

will be in Saskatoon.”
For more information on how to apply for Cohort 4, 

innovators can check out the cultivator.ca website.
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Agtech innovators wanted as Cohort 4 opens
Participants from 15 startup companies in Cohort 3 take to the stage on the Agtech Accelerator demo day, held during the 2024 Farm Show in Regina.

Geco CEO and Cohort 3 participant Greg Stewart
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Weaker demand for large farm equipment to
pressure sales and prices in 2025: FCC report

After a strong start to the year for large equipment 
sales, a slowdown is anticipated in the farm equip-
ment market. With falling commodity prices, high 

a greater emphasis on their price per acre equipment 
costs according to Farm Credit Canada’s (FCC) 2025 
outlook for the Canadian farm equipment market.

“Farmers are looking for cost saving measures in-
cluding delaying purchases and planning to further 
reduce equipment costs,” said Leigh Anderson, FCC 
senior economist. “But as demand slows and prices 
adjust, there may be opportunities for producers who 
are looking to invest in new farm equipment.”

The year began with a surge in demand for large 
farm equipment, particularly combines and 4WD trac-

slightly behind 2021 sales. A slowdown in sales in the 
United States allowed manufacturers to send more 
pre-orders to Canada earlier. Usually, the Canadian 
combine market sees the most sales in the second half 
of the year.

This burst of activity is not expected to last through 
the remainder of the year and into 2025. However, the 
decline in new farm equipment sales is expected to 
be less severe than in 2024, and sales of 4WD tractors 

The early arrival of new equipment has led to an 
increase in trade-ins, injecting a considerable volume 
of used equipment into the market, particularly used 
combines. It’s estimated total used combine sales have 
dropped by 18 per cent compared to the same period 
last year. Smaller used horsepower tractor sales are 
down 40 per cent, and sales of used seeding and plant-
ing equipment have declined by 23 per cent year over 
year. Lower sales of used seeding and planting equip-
ment mark a slowdown compared to the previous year.

In the United States, farm equipment manufacturers 
have reduced production to align with lower demand. 
In Canada, manufacturing sales have fallen 8.7 per 
cent compared to last year, and new orders are down 
9.2 per cent, suggesting sales will continue to decrease.

“The trends to monitor as we go into 2025 are equip-

ment prices, farm revenue, interest rates and the Ca-
nadian dollar,” said Anderson. “Lower interest rates 
combined with strong revenues in select sectors could 

make it a great time to invest in new equipment as it’s 
more affordable per acre. But a lower Canadian dollar 
could increase imported equipment prices.”
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USask researchers shining a light on soil fertility
Continued from page C5

While the present project is focused on 
Saskatchewan soils, Adejumo pointed to 
its global importance.

“This is a great opportunity to showcase 
how spectral sensing can revolutionize 
food security through effective soil fertil-
ity testing, particularly in developing na-
tions.”

In Africa, they took systematic ap-
proaches to improving water use and 
nutrient management and used synchro-
tron light to see how these measures were 
working in samples provided by research 
partners.

They were then able to scale up the re-
search to show what soil fertility was like 
in the ecozone they were working in.

“That was really useful, because it gave 
extension agents, professors and also 
farmers ... better knowledge on how to 
grow those vegetables,” Peak said.

crop professionals do in Canada. They 
take what’s already been done in terms of 
research and knowledge, they take your 
soil test and make informed suggestions 
on how to best manage your crops.”

Back in Canada
Peak and Adejumo started the local proj-

ect with a partner and some seed money to 
see what infrared light was good at, “and 
from that we learned that it’s very good 
at looking at soil organic carbon and soil 
nitrogen.”

He then applied for a grant through the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Agriculture Development Fund to evalu-
ate spectroscopy as a proxy for soil testing 
here.

Peak said he was fortunate to have guid-
ance from research associate David Balmer 
and modeller Dr. Preston Sorensen (PhD).

“Gbenga has done the vast majority of 
the research here on how to build these 
models, how to take imperfect data and 

Adejumo said one of the goals is ensur-

need a good soil fertility test.”
“It has to be cheap, low cost; it has to be 

rapid; it has to be environmentally friend-
ly; and it should not be destructive,” he 

said.
Unfortunately, he said soil testing costs 

can be considerable and destructive due to 
the use of chemicals.

Spectroscopy simply shines a light on 
the soil.

From that, Peak said “we extract useful 
information, and then we can use biomet-
rics, modal techniques and statistics to 
correlate the useful information to the soil 
properties, especially soil organic carbon 
and nitrogen levels, which are major fac-
tors in soil fertility analysis.”

Work in progress
Adejumo has taken samples from soil 

zones and agricultural systems all over the 
province and built a model that can predict 
with “reasonable accuracy” the content of 

soil organic carbon and total nitrogen.
However, the team found that soil in 

some parts of the province contains a lot 
of carbonate minerals, but the lab analysis 
wasn’t coming out quite right.

There was a challenge with the way car-
bon was being measured in the lab, which 
translated into poor performance of the 

“We went back and said we have to test 
these things in the lab in a different way. 
And that becomes very valuable broadly,” 
Peak said. “We now have methodology in 
the lab to deal with that so you can con-
struct better models.”

Ultimately, the new tool would save 

shipping, chemicals, and energy for dry-
ing and grinding samples, not to mention 
an enormous amount of time.

Farmers and growers, instead of send-
ing samples to labs for soil testing, will be 
able to use a probe get an answer “just like 
that,” Peak said.

“At the end of his project, I think we will 
have a path for how one would take lab-
based spectroscopy and directly use it in 

Peak said their work will lead to a spec-
tral sensing tool that can revolutionize 
food security through effective soil fertil-
ity testing, particularly in developing na-
tions.

USask PhD candidate Gbenga Adejumo is exploring the use of spectroscopy in testing soil for properties 
such as organic carbon, nitrogen, moisture, and texture. 
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